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I. Introduction

The present document presents the rules for submitting applications and for implementing
projects in the Team Programme. In view Dongoing work at government offices on the
executive documents for the Innovative Economy Operational Programme, some information
may be subject to minor changes. Such changes will not affect the competition deadlines or
terms, though they may affect the final reading of some of the enclosures The Foundation will
provide applicants with updated information on the scope of any changes.

Evaluation process of the application forms submitted in the TEAM programme will commence
only when the agreement betwea the Foundation and the Ministry of Science and Higher
Education (Intermediate Body) has been concluded

The Polish version of this documentation is considered as the official version whereas its

English translation is meant to provide guidelines fomon-Polish speakers

Il. Glossary

Please find below explanations of terms used in the Documentation:

1. Project Budget 2 it is a financial plan, divided into separate reporting periods. It
consists of two elements:stipends and aproject grant part.

2. PhD Student 2 is a participant enrolled in doctoral studies

3. Measure 2 it is an instrument implementing operational priority within the operational
programme, that has a separatepurpose and realization regulations. In other words: it
is a group of projects pursuing the same objective within the operational priority.

4. Managing Authority 2 a proper minister or any other administrative organ responsible
for preparation and supervision of the operational programme realization. In case or
Innovative Economy Operational Programne, it is a Minister of Regional Development,
and in case of priority axis 1, the intermediate body is the Ministry of Science and
Higher Education.

5. Research units - units engaged in scientific or development work, such as:

9 higher educational public units,
9 research institution of the Polish Academy of Sciences,

9 research and development entities,
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1 Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences
9 some organizational units, with legal personality and residing in the territory of
the Republic of Poland.

6. Eligible costs 2 costs, whose incurrence is justified from the point of view of the
project realization and which fulfill the criteria of adequacy, indicated by the
Managing Authority . The binding regulations, specified in relation to the date of
incurrence, subjects who claim the costs and categoies of expenses are specified in
attachments to the complement of operational programmes. The catalogue of eligible
costs for the Team programme istated in the Documentation (p.5.3.4)

7. Laureate 2 a project leader, whose application is qualified for funding within the Team
programmeresulting from the competition procedure

8. Project realization period 2 a period in which project costs are considered to be
eligible. In other words : period specified in the agreement as a necessary tieframe
needed for project tasks completion and achievement of declared results, indicated in
the application form.

9. Reporting periods 2 in the Team programme sixnonth reporting periods apply, from 1
May to 31 October and from 1 November to 30 April, howeer the last reporting
period is defined by the project end date.

10. Priority 2 it is a group of measures, whose realization serves the achievement of the
particular goal, specified in the operational programme.

11. Operational Programme Innovative Economy - it is one of the instruments for the
implementation of the National Strategic Reference Framework for the years 2002013
(NSRFE)The NSRF sets out the national framework for intervention within the European
Regional Development Fund (ERDF), the European Sbéiand (ESF) and the Cohesion
Fund, as well as the rules for coordination of the EU cohesion policy and respective
national, sectoral and regional policies. OP IE aims at supporting innovativeness in a
wider sense. Intervention within the OP IE comprises d&th direct support for
enterprises, business environment institutions and research entities, as well as system
support, ensuring the development of the institutional environment for innovative
enterprises.

12. Project 2 a venture realized within the measure, keing the subject of an agreement on
funding signed betweenthe Team programme laureate, research unit and the

Foundation.
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13. Student 2 a participant of the studies programme, here the participant of the second

degreestudiesor Master Studies

14. The durability of the project results 2 in compliance with the art. 57 of the European
Council regulation no 1083/2006 of July, 11 2006, the durabilityof the project is
retained if within five years from the project completion, the project will not undergo
the followi ng modifications which:

9 affect its nature or its implementation condition or allow a beneficiary to take
undue advantage;
9 result either from a change in the nature of ownership of an item of
infrastructure of the cessation of a productive activity.
Here, ensuring the durability of the project results means that the results achieved,
being the effect of the project, shall be made accessible to all the partiesterested on
an equal basisthe nature of the infrastructure elementsshall not be changed and the
beneficiary will not cease to carry out the scientific activity .

15. Application form 2 in the Team programme the application consis$ of an online
application and a printed one (the latter to be signed by the authorized persors), in
compliance with all the regulations included in the Documentation of Competition and
its enclosures

16. Applicant 2 interpreting the wording of the Documentation , by applicant we
understand aresearch entity together with a project leader, who submits the
application for fund ing within the TEAM programme.

17. Project indicators 2 indicators set before the project implementation enabling
monitoring of a project and its evaluation in relation to the previously set objectives.
The list of project realization indicators within the T EAM programme is included
herewith (p.5.4.1)

I1l. The object of the Team Programme

The objective of the Team Programme is to increase the involvement of young scientists in
research, and to increase the attractiveness of a scientific career in Poland. Suppbmay be
provided to projects involving graduate students, PhD students and postdoctoral fellows,
carried out in the best teams and laboratories in Poland. Projects may be implemented in three

thematic areasdescribed asBio, Info, Techno
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IV. General information

4.1  The competition

4.1.1 The Team Programme is implemented by the Foundation for Polish Science (hereafter
referred to as the Foundation) withinMeasurel . 2:  Strengt hening the huma

science® of the I nnovative EcBomy Operational P

4.1.2 The application selection procedure in the Team Programme does not constitute a
competition as defined in the law of 6 December 2006 on the rules for implementing

development policy (Dziennik Ustaw/Journal of Laws 2006, No. 227, item 1658, Dziennik
Ustaw/Journal of Laws 2007, No. 140, item 984).

4.2 Funding earmarked for projects

The overall amount assigned to the competition isPLN 13,000,000

4.3  Application deadlines

Applications in the Team Programme will be accepted
up to 30 September 2008.

4.4  How to file an application

Applicants should register their applications online as well as submit a hard copy.

4.4.1 Applications are registered in an electronic system the Foundation has made available

on the website www.fnp.org.pl. The electronic form should be filled out in English, and the

enclosuresin the language indicated. The electronic system allows changes to be made to the
form and enclosuresto be replaced until final confirmation. Once all the required fields have

been filled in and all the required enclosuresadded, the application has to be printed out.
4.4.2 The following should be attached to the application form:

a) submitted both in a hard copy and electronic form (in doc, pdf, xls, jpgor rtf format):
1) a description of the research project for all the team members - up to 8 pages (A4

format, in English),
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2) the CV of the head of the team/laboratory, including research and implementation

achievements as well as collaboration with foreign centres (in English it is advised
that th e CV does not exceed 10 pages (A4 format)

3) copies (or descriptions) of the three most important publications, implementations,
patent applications or patents of the head of the team/laboratory from the previous 4
years (publications in the original language, descriptions in English),

4) a letter of intent from the foreign unit on the scope of cooperation within the project
(in English),

5) a description of the procedures in the open competition for new team members within
the project,

6) the project budget (in English),

7) the project implementation schedule (in English),prepared in accordance with the
sample schedule enclosed to the Documentation and accessible for downloadn the
Foundati on®s webpage,

b) submitted only in a hard copy:
1)a VAT eligibility statement (inPolish),

2) a power of attorney to sign the application (if applies).

4.4.3 The applicants should submit one hard copy of their registered application with the
required enclosures(copies need to be certified as conforming to the original, according
to the regulations binding at the research unit) and the required signatures.The application
form submitted in a hard copy must be congruent with its electronic version. The application
should be signed by the project manager and the person authorized to make decisig binding
for the research unit where the project will be carried out (depending on the research unit:
rector, director of the Polish Academy of Sciences, director of the research and development
entity or their proxies) . In case the application is signd by the proxy, it is requested to

enclose the adequate power of attorney.
The enclosures constitute an integral part of the application.

4.4.4 Filled out applications may be sent by post, courier, or delivered in person to the

following address:

Fundacja na rzecz Nauki Polskiej
ul . Graryny 11
02-548 Warszawa

i INNOWACYJNA GOSPODARKA



FNP

Fundacja na rzecz Nauki Polskiej
i n an envelPoogram Tean® k e d

4.45 Theapplication deadline is the ultimate date when the hard copy of the application
is received, not the postmark date; on the last submission day, applications will be accepted

only until 4 p.m.

4.4.6 Within 7 days of the end of the application submissiondeadline, the Foundation will
inform applicants via electronic mail that their application has been accepted for formal
evaluation or, in the case of applicants whose applications reached thé=oundation after the
deadline specified in the call, the Foundation will send notification (via email or fax) that

the application has been rejected.

V. Competition requirements

5.1 Entities eligible to apply for funding

5.1.1 The application should be submitted by the research unit together with the project
manager. As part of the project, the project manager is obliged to conduct an open
recruitment of team members receiving stipends from the funds earmarked for the project.
Those eligible to take part in the compettion organized by the project manager are:

a) graduate students who will have completed at least their 3rd year when financing

begins,
b) PhD students, i.e. participants in PhD studies,
c) postdoctoral fellows if less than 4 years will have passed since they obtaad their PhD

when financing begins.

5.1.2 Following the recruitment, the total number of graduate students, PhD students and
postdoctoral fellows on the team has to equal no fewer thané persons. The recipient is obliged
to select the abovementioned team membes in an open competition, within 2 months from
t he proj ect ®Fhe possible secondgrecrdianent must be finalizeavithin 6 months
before the project start date. The laureate is obligatedto provide the Foundation with data on

theselectedpersms wi t hin 7 days of the recruitment

5.1.3 The following rules apply during recruitment:
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a) Information about the competition must be published nation-wide in Poland as well as

abroad (including a nation-wide medium addressed to prospectiveandidates, and free
websites, e.g.:

http://www.eurosciencejobs.com,

http://ec.europa.eu/eracareers,

http://www.eracareers -poland.gov.pl),

b) the head of the team is obliged to appoint a commission of at least three members,
responsible for conducting the recruitment,

c) the commission is obliged to prepare and carry outthe recruitment according to
transparent selection criteria, and to document the recruitment procedure in the form
of a report,

d) the report should at least contain information on calls for applications, selection
criteria, candi dat e s=®of tharrhene wrdtd, maika teeeived thh e nam
the recruitment procedure, and the recruitment dates (the report will be subject to
inspection). The report should be signed by all the members of the recruitment
commission. The head of the team should present iofmation on the recruitment,
together with the report, in his/her appropriate periodical report,

e)the unit in question wil/ guarantee the Fourt

taking part in the recruitment commission®s

5.1.4 Exclusively gaduate sudents, PhD students and postdoctoral fellows selected by way
of an open recruitment procedure receive stipends in the project, with the stipulation that

they may not simultaneously receive other remune

5.1.5 During the project realization the research entity is obliged to employ postdoctoral

fellows on a full-time basis.

5.1.6 The team may also include other scientific workers (not selected in an open recruitment
procedure). The planned number of scientific workers involved in the progct should account
for the need to ensure scientific supervision over young researchers conducting research as

part of the team, among other considerations.

5.1.7 To be eligible for funding, the unit:
a) will agree to respect the research autonomy of the project manager in accordance with

the approved research project specified in the application,
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b) will ensure the necessary conditions for conducting scientific research in accordance

with the scope presented in the application, and will provide access to research

equipment.

5.1.8 Those not eligible to apply are entities excluded from applying for funding under article
211 of the 30 June 2005 law on public finance, i.e. entities which over the previous 3 years used
public funds contrary to their rightful purpose, violating pr ocedures or receiving funds that

were not due or in excessive amounts.
5.2  Project duration

5.2.1 The applicanswi | | define the project®s starting and
the time of realisation of the project is equivalent to the time during which expenses can be
treated as eligible costs, and that 1 February 2009 will be the starting date for eligible project

costs.
5.2.2 Projects may lastfrom 2 to 4 years.

5.2.3 The participation of graduate and PhD students in research projects is considered to
have been completed no later than the end of the month following the defence of the

student ®s master ®s thesis (graduate students) or
5.3 Financial terms

5.3.1 A project is funded up to 100% of its eligible costs. Any revenue generated n the

project reduces the value of itseligible costs.

5.3.2 Expenses that qualify for funding are those which fulfil all of the following conditions :

a) they were actually incurred in the course of project implementation,

b) they are compatible with binding Community regulations and national laws,

c) they are compatible with the provisions of the Innovative Economy Operational
Programme and the catalogue ofeligible costs of measure 1.2. of the Innovative
Economy Operational Programme,

d) they are compatible with the categories of expenses from the approved project budget,

e) they are essential for the project and were incurred in direct connection with the

project®s i mplementation,
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f) they were incurred in an economical way, i.e. based on the principle of achieving the

planned effects for the lowest possible spending,

g) they are properly documented,

h) they have not been excluded by the Managng Authority of the Innovative Economy
Operational Programme (cf. National guidelines oreligible costsfrom structural funds

and the Cohesion Fuad in the programme period 20072013).

5.3.3 The regulations concerning eligible costs documentation
a) all the expenses incurred should be documented with an invoice orany accounting
documentsof an equivalent book value or any other payment or bank account proofs,
b) the document of an equivalent book value means each document submitted by the
beneficiary in order to confirm, that a book entry provides a real and objective transaction
documentation which had actually taken place, according to the law on accounting,
c) copies of documents enclosed to the application for funding, confirming the incurred
expenses, should be certified as conforming to the originals and described in a way that
clearly indicates a connection to the carried out project and they should relate to the

particular positions of the cost estimate.

5.3.4 Catalogue ofeligible costs in the Team Programme:

a) stipends for graduate students, PhD students and postdoctoral fellows (in the case of
PhD students- plus Social Insurance Institution (ZUS) pension insance),

b) remuneration for persons involved in the project, plus non-remuneration costs of
labour, including mandatory social and health insurance, covered by the applicant,

c) depreciation of fixed assets, intangible goods and developed real estate used in ¢h
course of the project, in compliance with the general rules for depreciation of the given
fixed assets, intangible goods and developed real estate, in the scope and for the
duration of their use in carrying out the project,

d) spending on laboratory equipmen t not exceeding 20%elighle t he p
Ccosts,

e) spending on materials, software and software licences,

f) spending on research services as well as technical and financial expert opinions
necessary to carry out the project properly,

g) spending on pulications, database access and other paid information sources
necessary to carry out the project eligibreot exc

COsts,
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h) spending on patent protection and consulting on intellectual property protection,

including fees for the first patent application directly resulting from the project,
) spending on promoting the project, ,including
i) spending on publishing the research results in Open Access periodicals
k) general costs (including rent for premises administrative and energy expenses, heating
bills, remuneration of the managing, administrative and financial personnel) not
exceeding 10% of eligiheecosts (i.eo 10% oftthe sotaltswont ol droject
and stipend part),

) value-added tax (VAT) for which the applicant cannot be reimbursed under binding

national regulations, (NB: VAT is aeligible cost only if the unit does not have any legal

possibility of recovering VAT under the 11 March 2004 law on the tax on goods and

services (VAT)Dziennik Ustaw/Journal of Laws 2004 No. 54 item 53&s amended,

m) spending on international exchange as well as domestic business trips necessary for

carrying out the project.

5.3.5 In accordance with the Innovative Economy Operational Programme guidelinesnly

expenses incurred on the territory of the Republic of Poland qualify for funding. Since the

project realization, in some parts, goes beyond the Polish borders, it is allowd to cover

invoices issued by the foreign respeaingcon uni ts wi
research services as well as technical and financial expert opinions necessary to carry out the

project properly ° . I't is also al | ceemidg tiontceaweart i eoxnpad n seexsc hc
within the funded project.

Detailed information on such issues as the rules for eligible costs under the IE OP and

calculating the project budget is set down in the Guidelines on eligible costs under the

Innovative Economy Operational Programme, 2007-2013, available from the website:

http://www.mrr.gov.pl/ProgramyOperacyjne+2007-2013/Innowacyjna+Gospodarka/wytyczne/

5.3.6 The project budget:

The applicant is obliged to adopt the specifiedstipend amounts and to not exceed the values
and percentage thresholds specified for individual cost categories. If chosen for the team, PhD
students who are not covered by pension insurance from another source are obliged to
exercise their right to voluntary pension insurance coverage.

The overall project budget comprises:

a) stipends in the following amounts:

i stipendsfor Master students: PLN 1,000 per month

12
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i stipendsfor PhD students:

T in the case of PhD students who exercise the right to voluntary pension
insurance coverage under article 7 of the law on social insurance:
PLN 3,500 per month.
The basis for calculating the premium is the minimum amount of PLN 1,800. The

PhD students are obligedto submit an application to be covered by the
insurance, on a ZUS ZUA form, to the relevant Social Insurance Institution (ZUS)
unit, and to pay the insurance premiums for each month for which they receive
a grant and submit ZUS DRA declarations,

T inthe case of PhD students who are covered by pension insurance from another

source: PLN 3,000 per month

il stipendsfor postdoctoral fellows: PLN 5,000 per month

b) the project itself:
i. agrant in an amount depending on the number ofPhD students and postdoctoral
fellows selected in the competition and not exceeding PLN 35,000 per year per
person
i. including the project®s gener al costs (such
project management costs, electricity and heating bills), which may not exceedl0%
of the project ®s(.ec W% aflthe gum afl funds ifrendthe stipeads s

and project parts of the budget).

NB: Stipendsare paid during the period in which the recipient has the status specified in the
agreement, with the stipulation that the stipends may be paid up to the end of the month
foll owing the date of the defence of the recip

doctoral dissertation (PhD students).

During the project®s implementati onthetshree a8 o mpo s
specified in the agreement. If a young researcher on the team loses the right to receive a

stipend, the recipient is obliged to select a new young researcher with the same status. The

resultant open recruitment procedure has to be completed wthin 2 months of the date the

young researcher loses the abovenentioned right. The Foundation is entitled to reduce the

amount of funding if the recipient should fail to fulfil the above obligation.

5.3.7 Exclusion ofdouble financing
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Double financing means a érbidden full or partial reimbursement of a given expense twice

from public funds 2 whether Community or national. In particular, the following constitute
double financing:

a) reimbursement for the same expense from two different projects cefinanced from
structural funds or the Cohesion Fund,

b) reimbursement for the cost of VAT from structural funds or the Cohesion Fund followed
by reimbursement for that tax from the state budget under the 11 March 2004 law on
the tax on goods and services (VAT) (Dziennik Ustayournal of Laws No. 54, item 535,
as amended),

c) purchase of a fixed asset involving funds from a domestic subsidy followed by
reimbursement for the cost of depreciation of the same fixed asset from structural
funds or the Cohesion Fund,

d) reimbursement from structural funds or the Cohesion Fund for an expense earlier
financed from a preferential loan from public funds and failure to promptly repay the

reimbursed part of that loan.

5.3.8 The costs of depreciation of assets, both fixed assets and intangible goods, glify for
co-financing if all of the following conditions are met:

a the depreciation deductions apply to assets
completion and which are used directly in its implementation,

b) the eligible value of depreciation deductions applies exclusively to the period of a given
project®s i mplementation,

c) the value of depreciation deductions has been calculated in accordance with the 29
September 1994 law on accountingdDziennik Ustaw/Journal of Laws 2002 No. 76, item
694, as amaded),

d) in the case of fixed assets, the expenses incurred to purchase them have not been
submitted as eligible expenses, nor has the purchase of a fixed asset been -fimanced
from domestic or Community public funds during 7 years preceding the date of
purchase of the fixed asset for the needs of the project (this applies to situations where
the applicant buys a fixed asset for the project but does not want to or cannot be

reimbursed for the costs of the purchase).

NB: If assets are also used for otherpurps es t han the project®s i mplen

of the depreciation deduction is eligible which corresponds to the proportion in which the
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assets are used it he project®s i mplementation. I n such ¢

book value) ofthe assets after the pmelgpleesgppe®s compl eti on
5.4 Project implementation indicators

5.4.1 Applicants are requested in the application form to provide the planned project
indicators, or planned products and results. The following project implenentation indic ators
are analysed in the Team Programme:

a) the number of graduate students involved in the project,

b) the number of PhD students involved in the project,

c) the number of postdoctoral fellows involved in the project,

d) the number of foreign scientists involved in the project,

e) the number of researchers involved in the project,

f)  the number of doctoral and postdoctoral degrees obtained as a result of the project,

g) the number of publications (including the Philadelphia list and Open Access) resulting

from the project.

5.4.2 The presented indiators have to be commensurate with the given type of project and
reflect the project®s objectives. They wil/l con
the project®s i mpl ement at i ohedeclarbdevallep g indicorg nt f ai

appropriate financial measures may be taken against that applicant.

VI.Project selection system

Projects submitted for the competition are subject to formal and peer review evaluation.
6.1  Formal evaluation of an application

The formal evaluation criteria 2 conforming to the formal evaluation criteria specified in the

Detailed description of IE OP prioritie§ come in three categories:

6.1.1 Formal requirements- application:
a) submitting the application to the appropriate institution,
b) submitting the application within the appropriate measurgsubmeasure
c) submitting the application within the deadline specified by the institution responsible

for handling project applications,
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d) attaching all the documents required at the application submissio stage,

e) the application and enclosureshave been prepared in accordance with the instructions
for filling out the application for funding.

6.1.2 Formal requirements- applicant:

a the applicant®s eligibility for the acti

b) the applicant runs operations and has its head office, and in the case of a private
individual 2 his/her place of residence? within the Republic of Poland,
c) the applicant is not excluded from applying for funding under article 211 of the 30 June

2005 law on public finance or any other law.

6.1.3Formal requirements? the project:
a) the project will be carried out within the Republic of Poland,
b) the project ®s i mpl ement at-framemoftheslE@Po mp at i
c) spending planned for the project as part of the action constitutes eligible expenses,
d) the requested amount of support complies with the rules for financing projects as part
of the action,

e) the project is compatible with the horizontal policies specified in articles 16 and 17 of

bl

e Wi

Council Regulation (CE) No. 1083/2006 (according to the applita ® s decl ar ati on)

6.1.4 If an application is complete and obtains a positive formal evaluation, it will be passed
on for peer review evaluation, a fact of which the applicant will be informed via electronic
mail. Applicants whose applications do not meet the brmal criteria will receive notification
(by e-mail or fax) of:
a their application®s rejection on for mal
b) the possibility of submitting a complete version of the application (for oversights which
can be corrected or remedied) in writing within 7 days of receiving the said

notification.

6.1.5A corrected application, submitted within the deadline (the binding date is the date when
the application reaches the Foundation, not the postmark date), is subject to a new formal
evaluation. If the applicant fails to submit corrections or submits the previously missing
documents after the deadline, or if the corrected application still fails to meet all the formal

requirements, the applicant will receive notification (by e-ma i | or fax) of

rejection.
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6.2 Peer review evaluation of an application

The peer review evaluation of an application comprises two stages: the written review stage,
and the interview stage. The first part of the evaluation is carried out by reviewers, and the

second part2 by an interdisciplinary panel of experts.

6.2.1 Stagel
Under the Team Programme, the following is subject tqeer review evaluation (point values
are given in brackets):
a) compatibility with IE OP objectives and the description of the action in the Detailed
description of IE OP prioritieg(5),
b) the team | eader ®s research or i mple@@&ntati on
¢) scientific or innovative value of the proposed project (25),
d) legitimacy of the planned number of team members for the proposed research
programme (10,
e) procedures of selecting young researchers to work on the team (10),
f) scopeoft he t eam®s i ‘ogeratioman the projext], basea on the letter of
intent from the foreign unit (10)

g) legitimacy and effectiveness of the project budget (10).

Each ajplication is reviewed by at least three external reviewers. The experts:
a) will evaluate the application in a point system on special forms (available from the
Foundati on®s website) wit-imentioeed ieratandtaddaeach o
brief comment to each mark (maximum number of points: 100),
b) will offer a recommendation (with brief justification) on a scale of 1 to 5 points:
1 an outstanding application which definitely should receive funding 2 5,
1 a very good application which should receive funding 2 4,
9 a good application which may receive funding if there are sufficient fundsz 3,
9 a mediocre application which probably should not receive funding? 2,
1

a poor application which should not receive funding 2 1.

A reviewer has the right to propose that a smaller amount of funding than requested be
assigned, taking into account the feasibility of the project and maintenance of the necessary

quality standards. Proposals to reduce specific costs need to be justified in the evaluation
form.
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6.2.2 Stage ll
Applicants who receive an average recommendation of no less than 3 (good) and their average
mark is at least 75 points will be invited to take part in the second stage. If too many
applications qualify for stage Il compared to the limited amount of funding available in the
competition, the Foundation Board may increase the number of points required to qualify for
this stage. Additionally, there is a possibility to invite for an interview 3 applicants with the
highest average score of received recommendations, evethough they had not been selected
for an interview on the basis of their average mark.
Applicants are invited to an interview by telephone and via electronic mail, and should come
to the interview with a copy of their submitted application. Applicants inv ited to stage Il will
receive the reviews of their applications from stage |, however the evaluating reviewers will
remain anonymous. Applicants who fail to qualify for stage Il will be notified in writing (by e -
mail or fax).
In exceptional circumstances here is a possibility to hold an interview via telephone in the
presence of the panel.
The interview will serve to discuss the application and clear up any doubts in connection with
the written reviews and the project budget. The panel members will considethe following:
a the reviewers® evaluations (explaining any d
b) whether the applicant guarantees lasting results of the project, spanning at least 5
years from the project®s compl etion (0/ 1),
c) the project indicators, including whether th ey refl ect t he projec
whether they are commensurate with the given type of project (0/1),
d doubts as to the project ®s bneliglecosts). expl ai ni n

6.2.3 An applicant who has been offered a smaller amount of funding tha requested, on the
grounds of identified ineligible or unjustified costs, or due to changes proposed in thepeer
review evaluation, has the right to negotiate with the panel of experts, as long as the applicant

has important arguments justifying the adopted budget plan.

6.2.4 On the basis of the ranking list prepared by the panel and funds available in a given
competition, the Board will make a decision in the form of a resolution on assigning funds for

project implementation. The list of winners will be publishe d on t he Foundati on®s
funds not utilized during a given competition will increase the amount of funding available in

subsequent competitions.
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6.2.5 Upon receiving a request in writing, the Foundation will issue applicants taking part in

a given conpetition with copies of the reviewer reports, maintaining the anonymity of the
reviewers. Any applications not approved for financing may be submitted in subsequent

competitions if they meet the requirements thereof.

6.2.6  The foundation does not send back the gbmitted documents once the competition

procedures have come to an end,
6.3 Appeal procedure

6.3.1  Applicants have the right to submit an appeal in writing to the Foundation Board
against decisions concerning their applications, within 7 days of the date of receiving
notification of the application®s rejection. The
the Foundation, not the postmark date; appeals may be sent to the Foundation via fax or email.

Appeals will be reviewed within 14 days of the date of thei receipt by the Foundation.

6.3.2 Appeals related to the formal evaluation will be reviewed by a committee comprising
the Programme Director, the Foundation®s | awyer/

involved in the work of the team dealing with the selection procedure.

6.3.3 Appeals related to the peer review evaluation will be reviewed by a committee of two
external experts who are regular collaborators of the Foundation and who are not involved in

the given competition, and the Programme Director.

6.3.4 The appedcommittee deals exclusively with assessing procedural issues at every stage
of the evaluation and application selection process. The final opinion is adopted by way of a
vot e. After reviewing the minutes fr omdeacitee ¢ o mmi
whether to reject or accept the appeal. Information on this decision will be sent to the applicant

in writing. The Board®s decision is final

VII. Agreement on funding for a project

The legal basis obliging the recipient (applicant) to implement the poject is the agreement on
funding for the project, with the application accepted by the Foundation as an enclosure

thereof.
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Before concluding the agreement the Foundation reserves the right to hold negotiations with

each of the entities applying for funding in order to make any necessary changes to that
project. In particular, the negotiations may concern the project implementation costs
proposed by the applicant.

If the amount of funding is lower than originally requested, or the budget requires corrections,
the applicant is obliged to submit the corrected application within 7 days (the binding date is
the date when the appeal reaches the Foundation, not the postmarkdate) from the date of
receipt of notification of being awarded the funding. Failure to meet this deadline may

constitute grounds for striking the applicant off the list of winners.
7.1  Signing of the agreement

711 The agreement is concluded between the
unit, and the winner. The winner will first receive the agreement electronically. Following a
memo stating that the project has been accepted for implementation, the winner should fill in
four identical copies of the Team agreement and post them, duly signed, to the Foundation
together with all the required documents nclosureg, within the deadline specified by the

Foundation but no later than 30 days from the date of receipt. The Foundation returns two

signed copies of the said agreement to the

the unit.
Required enclosuresto the agreement:
1 application (with any changes in the project budget resulting from the negotiations
with the Foundation/panel of experts),
samplereport (scientific report and financial statements),
a statement on not taking advantage of assstance from domestic or Community public
funding with regard to eligible costs covered by the agreement on supplementary
funding for the project,
1 power of attorney (required if the application is signed by a person or persons without
legal authority to re present the applicant),
1 in the case of projects involving animalstesting, the consent of the relevant ethical
commission, as required by the regulations on animalesting (in Polish),
91 in the case of projects involving researchon protected species of plants, animals and
fungi or studies in protected areas? consent or a permit as required by environmental

protection regulations (in Polish),
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91 in the case of projects involving researchinto genetically modified organisms or with
the use of such organismg consent as required by regulations on genetically modified
organisms (in Polish).

Financial and accounting enclosures requiret he chi ef accountant ®s/ fina
countersignature.

The winner is obliged to inform the Foundation, within the deadlines and according to the
rules set down in the agreement, on the selection of young researchers for the team, so that

the Foundation may prepare the necessary agreements on scientifgtipend for such persons.

7.1.2 Apart from the enclosuresspecified in item 6.1.1, before signing the agreement the

Foundation may demand access to the following documents
T a current copy of the unit®s National Court F
1 the unit®s statistical number (REGON) <certifi
T the unit®s tax identification (NIP) certifice

7.1.3 Failure to submit all of the required enclosures within the specified deadlines may
be treated as the applicant®s withdrawal from a

the date when the required enclosures reach the Foundation.

7.1.4 If discrepancies are found between the enclosuresand the information contained in the

application, no agreement will be signed with the applicant.

715 Upon the parties® consent, the signing of
Foundati on®s headquarterFeupdatemt. a ti me specified

VIII. Contact

Additional information on the programme is available from:
Zespcé ds. Programc¢w finansowanych z Funduszy St
(Team for Programmes Financed from Structural Funds)
tel. +48 22424 03 06
+ 48 22424 02 26
+ 48 22424 02 25
+ 48 22424 02 52
fax: + 48 22845 95 05
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e-mail: fundusze@fnp.org.pl

IX.Enclosures to the competition documentation

Enclosure 8.1 Sample agreement on funding for a project in the Team Programme
Enclosure 8.2 Sample agreement on a scientific grant in the TeamProgramme
Enclosure 8.3 Project implementation schedule

Enclosure 8.4 Statement of VAT qualification

Enclosure 8.5 Statement that the applicant does not take advantage of domestic or

Community public funds with regard to the same qualified expenses as

covered by the agreement on supplementary funding for the project

Enclosure 8.6 Sample report of the winner on the project ®s i mpl ement ati on
report and financial statements)

Enclosure 8.7 Smpler eport of a team member on the proj
Enclosure 8.8 Description of the Bio, Info, Technosubject areas
Enclosure 8.9 Visual identification specification
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