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A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE FNP BOARD

DEAR READER,
For FNP, 2001 was the fourth consecutive year overshadowed by the dispute with the fiscal authorities,
and arduous efforts to continue with our activities despite its devastating consequences. The future of
the Foundation was anything but certain: it was therefore no wonder that the celebration of our tenth
anniversary which fell that very year was surrounded with a gloomy aura.

In the programme for 2001 accepted by the Council of the Foundation during the autumn of the pre-
vious year, the assumption was made that any ruling of the Supreme Administrative Court would be part-
ly favourable to FNP, and that a certain amount, however small, would be received in accordance with
the Commercialisation and Privatisation Law of 29th March 2000. From the revenue estimates based on
the above, it seemed that the Foundation would be able to offer during 2001 grants to a total of 29.5mil
zlotys, with 23.2mil actually taken up by the beneficiaries.

However, as the judgement of the Supreme Administrative Court of 26th January 2001 proved com-
pletely negative, the financial abilities of the Foundation were reduced abruptly; a further hindrance to
the already difficult situation brought about by the decision of the fiscal authorities in 1998.

As the Foundation had to pay tax outstanding due for the years 1995-1998* totalling 81.4mil zlotys (see
Chart 1) as ordered by the fiscal authorities, the value of its assets constituting the basis for its income was
gradually depleting. That negative tendency was aggravated by the official decision of the tax authorities
requiring that monies invested by foundations in equities and securities be subject to corporate income
tax and making tax-deductible only the profits from bank deposits. As the latter had become less and less
profitable, that decision had truly painful consequences: it resulted in severely reducing the Foundation’s
revenues, and therefore its capacity for funding its various programmes and schemes.

That situation was presented to the scientific community in Poland in an open letter of 16th February
2001, signed by both the FNP Council Chairman and the President of the Board. During a meeting held
on 23rd March 2001, the Council and Board faced a dilemma  cpapt |

whether decisions should be made to substantially reduce the allo-

cations for various programmes scheduled for 2001 (23.2mil zlotys),
or whether the grant-giving activity should be kept at the same level,
inevitably leading to the Foundation’s gradual self-liquidation over
the next few years. The solution eventually adopted was a compro-
mise between those two options: grant allocations for 2001 were
reduced by 38% to 18.2mil zlotys, and allocations for statutory activ-
ities by 7% to 21.5mil zlotys. The resulting difference was brought

about by the fact that funds had to be provided for grants awarded

in previous years that had not been absorbed by the beneficiaries.
Thus, the planned deficit for 2001 amounted to 4.4mil zlotys, taking [ incometax [ Assers = Programmes

into account the possibility of the Foundation’s assets decreasing by

approximately 2%. The Board expected that the deficit would be compensated throughout 2001 by the
proceeds from the privatisation process - these expectations however proved to be unfulfilled. In the cir-
cumstances, allocations for the implementation of the MILAB, TECHNE, CERBERUS and SUBIN
programmes had to be significantly reduced.

In the wake of those unfavourable developments, further aggravated by the impact on the financial
markets of the events of 11th September, the revenue generated by the Foundation in 2001 fell short of
estimates. Although the amounts actually used by grant beneficiaries were also below the expected level
(mainly because of the complex tendering procedures applicable to beneficiaries due to which some con-
tracts could not be implemented until the following year) - a total of 18.9mil zlotys was spent for the
implementation of programmes - and with office costs reduced, the net financial loss totalled 4.9mil zlo-
tys, i.e. 0.5mil above the initial budget estimates.

It should be stressed here that notwithstanding the hardships and limitations faced by the Foundation,
no cut-backs were introduced targeted at grant programmes directly and indirectly supporting young
scholars and researches. In fact, new facilities were made available under these schemes, in keeping with
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the policy adopted several years ago that provided for a gradual increase of allocations in this area. In
response to postulates put forward by the scientific community in Poland, during 2001 domestic grants
for young scholars were extended by another twelve months, the foreign fellowship scheme was supple-
mented with an option for the beneficiaries to apply for supporting grants following their return to
Poland, and a new programme was launched aimed at facilitating the participation of young research
workers in conferences abroad. In addition, new grant programmes were developed to be introduced in
2002, namely domestic research grants, and grants for library and archive search abroad. The former are
aimed at increasing the mobility of young researchers by providing funds for stays of up to three months
duration at leading research centres throughout Poland; the latter are awarded without any limitations
as to the age of potential recipients.

Although we were successful in implementing our targets and widened the scope of our activities,
uncertainty in the financial aspects and unclear prospects for the future resulting thereof, all contributed
to the year 2001 being one of the most difficult in the Foundation’s history. As indicated in Chart 1, the
nominal value of the Foundation’s assets at the end of 2001 fell to the same level as in 1994. Taking into
account the changes to the real value of money within that period, the figures demonstrate the actual
damage sustained by the Foundation.

However, by the time this report was sent to the printers, the course of events unfavourable for the
Foundation had been reversed. Following an extraordinary appeal against the final sentence of the
Supreme Administrative Court, lodged by the Commissioner for Civil Rights Protection (the
Ombudsman), in its ruling of 6th June 2002 the Supreme Court settled the dispute with the fiscal author-
ities in favour of the Foundation. Although the relevant legal procedures have not been completed to
date, tax offices have already begun returning to the Foundation the monies incorrectly collected as tax,
along with the interest due.

Although this event happened in 2002 and therefore lies outside the scope of the 2001 Annual Report,
it is of primary relevance for the Foundation and as such cannot be ignored. It means that after a peri-
od of stagnation we shall be able to invest FNP funds in a way optimal for its stability; moreover, it has
restored our faith in the good judgement of the law and has confirmed our conviction that fair actions
do make sense. I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to those whose wisdom,
expertise and commitment have contributed to our ultimate success. Also, I would like to thank you for
all the letters of congratulation sent to us after our case was decided by the Supreme Court. Just like the
letters of support of the previous year, these congratulations are a tangible proof that the Foundation’s
activities have been well received, respected and supported by those to whom they are aimed. And this
is an honour we feel obliged to return.

Maciej W. Grabski

* The amounts paid by the Foundation following the subsequent decisions of the fiscal authorities were: 1,896,276.90 zlotys in
1998, 51,979,108 zlotys in 1999, and 27,522,901.30 zlotys in 2001, after the unfavourable decision of the Supreme Administrative
Court. Of these sums, the greater part was due as penalty interest.

FNP PROGRAMMES IN 200

The Foundation implemented sixteen long-term programmes: including competitions for individual contes-
tants such as FNP Prizes and Scholar Grants; six grant-giving schemes two of which were targeted at foreign
recipients; and a number of programmes with different objectives, for instance aimed at upgrading research
facilities, partial funding of publications, and supporting the transfer of innovative technologies to industry. A
new project launched in 2001 and financed by the Foundation was “Young Scientist”: a research programme
concerned with the evaluation of FNP grant schemes by the grantees, and the factors determining the course
of their careers. Also during 2001, FNP contributed to the cost of editing and publication of the new issue of
the Kosciuszko Foundation Polish-English and English-Polish Dictionary.

The total amount of expenditure for FNP programmes in the financial year 2001 was 18.9mil zlotys (approx. 4.7mil USD).
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PRIZES AND SCHOLAR GRANTS

FNP ANNUAL PRIZES
These individual prizes are granted to Polish scholars and scientists for remarkable achieve-
ments and discoveries in the four main fields of study indicated below. In 2001 the Prizes,
regarded as the most prestigious by the scientific community in Poland, were awarded for the
tenth time. The amount disbursed to each beneficiary was 60,000 zlotys (approx. 15,000 USD).
The 2001 FNP Annual Prizes were granted to:
in the field of the humanities and social sciences, Professor Stefan Swiezawski, Professor Emeritus of the
Catholic University of Lublin, for his work A History of European Classical Philosophy, being decisive in the
research upon the changes in European philosophical thought in antiquity and the Middle Ages;
in the field of the life sciences and medicine, Professor Maciej Gliwicz, Institute of Zoology, University of
Warsaw, for revealing the role of predation in shaping animal demography, life histories and behaviour;
in the field of the exact sciences, Professor Ludomir Newelski, Institute of Mathematics, University of
Wroctaw, for his work in the field of mathematical logic, being a breakthrough in model theory and algebra;
and
in the field of the technical sciences, Professor Michat Kleiber, Institute of Fundamental Technological
Research, Polish Academy of Sciences, for describing new computational methods of analysis and optimi-
sation in non-linear thermomechanics of deformed bodies.

SCHOLAR GRANTS PROGRAMME

Annual grants under this scheme, aimed at intensifying ongoing research or undertaking new
fields of study, were awarded for the fourth time. As previously, they were granted to fifteen
eminent representatives of a given field of study. Potential beneficiaries are chosen in a compe-
tition consisting of several stages using a short-list procedure. In 2001, the selected discipline
was the technical sciences. The majority of grant recipients were scientists from Warsaw
University of Technology and associates of Gdafisk research centres. The amount awarded to
each, to be disbursed over three years, was 225,000 zlotys (approx 56,250 USD).

ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT POLISH HONORARY RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP
These fellowships for research in Poland are available to eminent German scholars entered for competition
by Polish research institutions or individual scientists.
In 2001, grants under this scheme (of 2,000 USD per month) were awarded to the following beneficiaries:
- Professor Horst Lange-Bertalot of Goethe Universitét, Frankfurt-on-Main, nominated by the Marine Studies
Institute, Natural Sciences Faculty, University of Szczecin;
- Professor Manfred Denker of the University of Gottingen, nominated by the Faculty of Mathematics and Information
Technology of the Nicolaus Copernicus University in Toruf and the PAS Institute of Mathematics in Warsaw;
- Professor Peter Héanggi of the University of Augsburg, nominated by the Institute of Physics of the University
of Silesia;
- Professor Robert Arthur Schwarzer of Clausthal Technical University, nominated by the PAS Institute of
Metallurgy and Materials Technology in Cracow; and
- Professor Karl Gerd Rudolph of the University of Leipzig, nominated by the PAS Centre of Theoretical
Physics in Warsaw.

GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS

DOMESTIC GRANTS FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS
These twelve-month grants were awarded for the ninth time to the most promising young research
workers whose achievements in their fields of study are documented by publications. They are given
annually to approximately 100 beneficiaries. In 2001, 126 grants of 20,000 zlotys (5,000 USD) each
were awarded, an unprecedented number of awards in FNP history. From this year onwards, all
beneficiaries can apply for the grant to be extended for a further twelve months.
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FOREIGN FELLOWSHIPS FOR YOUNG PH.D. RECIPIENTS
Grants under this scheme are available to young Polish scholars with a doctoral degree for six to twelve
months visits to leading research centres world-wide. The amounts allocated to each individual are equivalent
to postdoctoral grants available abroad.
From 2001 onwards, all beneficiaries can apply for a support grant of 40,000 zlotys (10,000 USD) upon their

return to Poland.

In 2001, 13 such grants were awarded to the following beneficiaries:

* Dr Adam Barczyk of the Silesian Medical Academy,
for a twelve-month research visit to the Imperial
College School of Medicine in London;

* Dr Andrzej Betlej of the Jagiellonian University Art
History Institute, for a nine-month research visit to the
Zentralinstitut fiir Kunstgeschichte in Munich;

* Dr Rafat Dubaniowski of the University of Wroctaw
Institute of English Studies, for a twelve-month research
visit to the University of California, Berkeley, USA;

* Dr Marcin Gruchata of the Gdafsk Medical
Academy, for a twelve-month research visit to the
University of Kuopio, Finland;

* Dr Joanna Heidtman of the Jagiellonian University
Institute of Sociology, for a six-month research visit to
Cornell University, Ithaca, USA;

* Dr Marcin Hoffman of the Adam Mickiewicz
University Faculty of Chemistry, for a twelve-month
research visit at Emory University, Atlanta, USA;

* Dr Stawomir Lasota of the Warsaw University Institute
of Information Technology, for a twelve-month research
visit to Ecole Normale Supérieure de Cachan near Paris;

* Dr Grzegorz Litwinienko of the Warsaw University
Institute of Chemistry, for a twelve-month research visit
to the National Research Council of Canada, Ottawa;

* Dr Piotr Matyjasiak of the PAS Institute of Ecology,
Dziekanéw Lesny, for a twelve-month research visit to
the Laboratoire d’Ecologie Université Pierre et Marie
Curie, Paris;

* Dr Mariusz Sadzikowski of the Jagiellonian University
Institute of Physics; for a twelve-month research visit at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Boston, Mass., USA;
* Dr Tomasz Siemiatkowski of the Warsaw School of
Economics and Cardinal Stefan Wyszynski University,
for a twelve-month research visit to the University of
Minnesota, Minneapolis, USA;

* Dr Jarostaw Sosnowski of the Academy of
Agriculture, Poznan, for a twelve-month research visit
to the Max Planck Institute of Immunobiology,
Freiburg, Germany; and

* Dr Adriana Zaleska of the Faculty of Chemistry of the
Technical University of Gdarisk, for a twelve-month research
visit to the California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, USA.

POLISH FELLOWSHIP AT UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON
Grants under this scheme are awarded for twelve-months postdoctoral research in the field of Polish Studies
at the School of Slavonic and East European Studies, University College London. The project is co-financed
by the British Foreign Office, the M. Grabowski Foundation, and FNP.
In 2001, this fellowship was awarded to Dr Tomasz Zarycki of the Warsaw University Interdepartmental
Institute of Social Studies, specialising in local and regional government issues.

CONFERENCE GRANTS
During 2001, these grants were awarded for the first time, on three occasions throughout the year. They are
a contribution towards the cost of participation of Polish research workers at conferences, seminars and con-
gresses abroad.
A total of 166 grants were awarded; 49 to faculty members of universities and similar establishments, 33 to
associates of PAS institutes, and the remaining 84 to research workers representing other bodies.

RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS FOR SCIENTISTS FROM CEE COUNTRIES
This is the second of the two grant-giving FNP programmes targeted at scientists and research workers from
abroad. Grants under this scheme are made available mainly but not exclusively to scholars from Central and
Eastern Europe, for research in Poland over several months in the area of the natural and the exact sciences.
The project is implemented by the Foundation in co-operation with the J6zef Mianowski Fund. The former
provides the finance, whereas the latter is in charge of the competition procedure.
In 2001, 26 fellowships were awarded (see the list on page 29).
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OTHER
LONG-TERM PROGRAMMES

TECHNE PROGRAMME
This initiative, a continuation of the INCOME and TECHNO programmes implemented by the
Foundation in previous years, is aimed at supporting research in the practical applications of
new technologies, products and services, prior to commercial exploitation.

In 2001, grants to a total of approximately 0.9mil zlotys (225,000 USD) were awarded to six suc-
cessful applicants.

MILAB PROGRAMME
Launched in 2001, this long-term programme seeks to support the upgrading of laboratory facil- =
ities through contributions towards the costs of repair work in buildings, removals and the pur- \ 1“ i it
chase of appliances and equipment for modernised premises. On the first occasion, an amount -
of approximately 4.4mil zlotys (1.1mil USD) was disbursed in grants awarded on a competitive *d] . |
basis to 16 research establishments. J— |

CERBERUS PROGRAMME
This programme, initiated in 2000, is aimed at assisting research institutions in Poland in the protection of
valuable items in their collections by the installation of modern security systems. In the second competition
under this scheme, 6 grants were awarded, to a total of over 0.6mil zlotys (approx. 150,000 USD).

SUBIN PROGRAMME
This programme seeks to provide funds to individual researchers and research establishments in
emergency situations of various kinds, whenever rapid assistance is required in unusual circum-
stances.
In 2001, 25 grants were awarded to a total of approximately 0.7mil zlotys (175,000 USD). Of
these, many were used to cover the cost of repairs of equipment and appliances, completing
repair work to buildings damaged or destroyed by floods or other catastrophes.

MONOGRAPHS PROGRAMME
This is a regular competition for Polish authors of previously unpublished monographs in the areas of the
humanities and the social sciences. The works chosen by the Editorial Board are published in the FNP
Monographs series, which consists of nearly 60 titles to date. In 2001, six monographs were accepted for pub-
lication, including two re-issues.

PUBLICATIONS PROGRAMME
Due to FNP assistance under this programme, various multi-volume works documenting Poland’s his-

torical, cultural and technological heritage are published, edited by research institutes. The

B e

Foundation currently covers the publication costs of Polski Stownik Biograficzny (The Polish

Biographical Dictionary), Katalog zabytkow sztuki w Polsce (A Catalogue of Art Works in Poland),
Materialy do dziejow sztuki sakralnej na ziemiach wschodnich dawnej Rzeczypospolitej (Sources for the
History of Religious Art in the Eastern Territories of the Former Republic of Poland), and Stownik
Polszczyzny XVI w. (A Dictionary of 16th Century Polish).

FNP DEBATES ON SCIENCE
These annual conferences with the participation of several dozen eminent scholars invited by
the Foundation, are devoted to various issues of major relevance to the scientific community.
The subject chosen for 2001 was Scholars, Scientists and Advanced Educational Establishments in
the Third Republic of Poland: New Challenges and Threats. Contributions by participants and
other materials were published in a brochure Uczeni i uczelnie w III Rzeczypospolitej (available

only in Polish).
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THE EUROP

EAN INTEGRATION EXPLORATORY

This programme seeks to build a repository of, and provide access to, various materials concerning European
integration in the areas of science, technological progress and innovations, with the focus on the achievements
of the Phare SCI-TECH programmes managed by the Foundation during the years 1993-2000. As part of this
initiative, analyses and studies are prepared dealing with the European integration process.

Funds for this undertaking are provided by the Foundation for Polish Science; it is administered by the PAS
Centre for Industrial Management in Warsaw.

COLLABORATION WITH SCIENTIFIC ASSOCIATIONS

For several years, the Foundation has been a supporting member of a number of leading scientific associations
in Poland. As part of this co-operation, FNP provides funds for the annual Grzegorz Biatkowski Award for
the best doctoral dissertation in the field of the exact sciences, awarded by the Society for the Promotion and
Support of Science. In 2001, this award was given to Agata Smoktunowicz of the PAS Institute of
Mathematics, for her dissertation Radicals of Polynomial Rings.

OURB

ENEFICIARIES: Accounts and Opinions

This section of the Annual Report gives profiles of some of the winners and beneficiaries of FNP prizes and
grants, along with reflections by a number of young scientists - recipients of FNP post-doctoral fellowships -
concerning their research abroad.

These are complemented by texts by journalists specialising in science. Krystyna Hanyga writes about scientists
from CEE countries carrying out research in various locations throughout Poland who were awarded FNP
grants given jointly with the Jozef Mianowski Fund; and Marian Nowy writes about the new premises of the
Jagiellonian University Institute of Molecular Biology and Biotechnology in Cracow (FNP contributed to the
costs of removal and equipment instalation). Also discussed are the findings of research into the professional
careers of young research workers exemplified by the results of one of the FNP grant schemes, presented by
Tomasz Perkowski.

FNP ANNUAL PRIZES 200
— HITTING TEN

Profiles of the winners of FNP Annual Prizes 2001 with information on their research projects were published
by the largest Polish daily, Gazeta Wyborcza. Excerpts from this article are presented below.

“The Annual Prizes of the Foundation for Polish Science were awarded for the tenth time yesterday. The prize
winners were a mathematician, a philosopher, a biologist and a specialist in information technology, each of
whom were presented with a cheque for 60,000 zlotys.

Professor Stefan Swiezawski

Born on 10th February 1907 in Hotub, south of Hrubieszéw. During the 1920’s he was a student at the John
Casimir University in Lvov, under the supervision of the most eminent Polish analytical philosophers,
Kazimierz Twardowski and Kazimierz Ajdukiewicz (the latter supervised his doctoral thesis,
defended in 1932). He continued his education in Paris where he was a student, and for many

2= !f \ years also a friend, of Etienne Gilson, an outstanding historian of Medieval philosophy.
- tb._' Professor Swiezawski was appointed lay auditor of the Second Vatican Council; a great honour.
r’

-

From 1946 onwards for over thirty years he was an associate of the Catholic University of Lublin.
His main work, preceded by a major study The Issue of the History of Philosophy (1966), has been

B
.L. the eight-volume History of European Philosophy in the 15th Century. AL
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Professor Maciej Gliwicz

Born in 1939, he completed his secondary education and began studies at the Faculty of Ship Construction
at the Gdansk University of Technology. After a year, however, he realised that marine life was of more
interest to him than machinery, and moved to Warsaw to study biology at Warsaw University. His M.Biol.
dissertation dealt with the zooplankton of the lakes of the Tatra Mountains, and his Ph.D. thesis with that
of the Mazurian Lakes. For over 30 years he has been an associate of the Hydrology Department of
Warsaw University; he has been in charge of this unit since 1984. He has conducted research in the Panama
Canal area; has been awarded grants and fellowships to the USA; and worked as a FAO expert in
Mozambique and Angola. His wife Joanna is a professor at the Faculty of Forestry of the Warsaw
Agriculture University. MIKO

( < 3
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Professor Ludomir Newelski
A mathematician who originates from Wroclaw, is 41. He is a faculty member of the University of
Wroctaw, and an associate of the PAS Institute of Mathematics. He has been interested in mathematics
since his early years. He studied in Wroctaw, and was awarded professorial rank in 1998. In the same year
he was the only mathematician from Poland to give a paper in Berlin at an International Congress of
Mathematicians, an extremely prestigious event held every four years presenting the latest developments
in the field. Professor Newelski is the author of over 30 works published in leading specialised periodicals
all over the world, concerning set theory and algebra; of major significance are his works in the area of
logic (model theory). PIOC

Professor Michat Kleiber
Aged 55, he studied civil engineering at Warsaw University of Technology and at the same time mathe-
matics at Warsaw University. At some stage of his career, he became an associate of the PAS Institute of
Fundamental Technical Research: for the last six years he has been director of this institution, regarded as
one of the best research centres in Poland.
He is a professor, a corresponding member of the Polish Academy of Sciences, and chairman of the board ' "
of directors of PAS research institutions. In October 2001, he was appointed Minister of Science. —
He has lived and worked abroad for many years. He is editor-in-chief of a scientific periodical with world-
wide readership, Archives of Computational Methods in Engineering. MIKO

(Excerpts from an article published in ,,Gazeta Wyborcza” of 7th December 2001 have been reprinted with the kind
permission of the editors.)

OUR GRANTEES ABROAD

Dr Joanna Heidtman of the Jagiellonian University Institute of Sociology received an FNP grant for
a six-month visit to Cornell University, Ithaca, USA. While at Cornell, she carried out experimental
research on the phenomenon of power and the perception of risk in conflict situations.

Below are some of her observations concerning her research visit.

“As a visiting fellow, I was a faculty member at Cornell University. Therefore, I enjoyed equal rights to other
‘visiting’ academics there.

(...) Owing to my tutorials and seminars at the Department of Sociology, I had really good contact with profes-
sors and post-graduate students alike. This facilitated the exchange of information and mutual presentation of our
new work; in the end, it made socialising a lot easier too. A wonderful opportunity was for me to get to know
Ralph Turner - a sociologist and the originator of modern interactionist role theory. A real joy were for me the
wonderful seminars of Professor Michael Macy; also, I could watch the simulations and analyses of negotiation
situations carried out by Professor Seeber and Professor Lipsky at the School of Industrial and Labor Relations.
(...) I worked hard on my article submitted to the editors of Sociological Focus, and on my paper accepted for
the ASA Meetings conference. Altogether, during my stay at Cornell I completed two publications.

I made the best use possible of my stay at Cornell in the circumstances. I have accomplished all my aims; and
the fact that the university is so beautifully located was a bonus. (...)
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Dr Andrzej Betlej of the Jagiellonian University Institute of Art History has gone for nine-month research at
the Zentralinstitut fiir Kunstgeschichte in Munich, to investigate the influence of Italian architecture on the
architecture of Central Europe during the 17th century.

Here is an excerpt from his account sent from Munich:

“Very quickly I became a member of the group of ‘fellows’ here; there are quite a number of them
at the Institute. Right from the start I was able to establish contacts not only with German art his-
torians, but also with people from all over Europe. The atmosphere here is great: one can work in
peace and quiet, and concentrate only on research. (...). To work here is wonderful.

The sources are abundant - this is the only expression that can be used while describing a five-storey
library. As far as my research is concerned, an art historian on a grant is preoccupied mainly with
browsing through books, reading and looking at artifacts. My main task here is collecting literary

sources concerned with the impact of Italian architectural design from the end of the 16th century
on Polish architecture. Therefore, I keep searching for and comparing, for instance, architectural details. I am
also interested in the influence of treatises on architecture, and the issue of Mannerism in architecture at the
end of the 16th and beginning of the 17th century. (...)”

Dr Rafal Dubaniowski of the University of Wroctaw Institute of English Studies has received an FNP grant
for twelve-month research at the Univeristy of California in Berkeley, USA, focusing on a monograph of eth-
ical criticism as a tendency in contemporary theory of literature.

“Talking about the research aspect of my stay here, I have to admit that despite initial problems with accom-
modation, I read and wrote more in seven months here than I would in three years in Poland. First of all, in
Poland there is no library like the one I can use here - I think it may be a long time before we have anything
comparable. Secondly, my essays have never been read with such insight and critical attention as they are read
here by my tutor, Professor Charles Altieri. It really is a great benefit and a unique opportunity for me, to be
able to discuss my work with someone so respected, and with such an impressive track record in literary the-
ory. Last but not least, while I am here, I can attend lectures by such eminent authorities as Noam Chomsky,
Charles Taylor and Robert Hass: it is an unsurpassed opportunity I could only dream about in Poland.

I am absolutely sure that elsewhere I would never be able to work on my project concerning ethical criticism on the
scale and to such an extent as I have here. (...) If somehow I manage to stay longer at the University of California, I will
consider it a great joy: for a specialist in English studies, Berkeley is undoubtedly one of the best places in the world.”

Dr Piotr Matyjasiak of the PAS Institute of Ecology in Dziekandw Lesny was awarded a grant
for twelve-months research at Laboratoire d’Ecologie Université Pierre et Marie Curie in Paris,
to continue his studies on sex signals and sexual preferences in various sub-species of swallows.

Below are excerpts from e-mail messages sent to us by the grantee.

21st February 2002
“We have got acclimatised in Badajoz without the slightest problem. People here are very friendly and helpful.

My boss bought a car for me so that I could move around easily, and I have already been able to visit nearly all
the locations where we will catch swallows for research purposes. I am going to work with two local post-gradu-
ates, and am busy establishing contacts with other colleagues: this will allow me to widen the scope of my studies,
and to learn new things. We have begun installation of the equipment we need for our experiments: these will
commence in the first half of March and will probably last until the end of April - the hatching season for swal-
lows starts here later than for our swallows. (...)”

4th March 2002

“It was not until last weekend that I had time to go for a trip with my University colleague as a guide. We went to the
mountains, to the San Pedro range near Caceres. We were lucky and could watch numerous griffon vultures there. The
Spaniards have succeeded in effectively restoring the population of this magnificent species, already threatened with
extinction. Their diet is disgusting and they move a bit clumsily when grounded, but they look superb on the wing.”
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10th May 2002

“I am just in the middle of field research at its most intensive stage. Just as last year, spring was late here again.
Because of this, the birds postponed hatching, mainly because of lack of food: initially, many of the swallows
I caught were in very poor condition. At the beginning of April, after a long period of bad weather, I would
find dead swallows in the colony. Most probably, there will be only one hatching this year instead of the usual
two. Because of that, I have a lot of work to do, and there isn’t much time left (at the beginning of June we
are going to Paris, where no field research is possible; in any case, I have already extended my stay in Spain
by a whole month). Much to my regret I have had to give up one very interesting experiment that would enable
me to add physiological analyses of birds to my research tools (collaboration with good laboratories in France
is guaranteed here). (...)”

RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS FOR SCIENTISTS
FROM CEE COUNTRIES
750 grantees from Central and East European countries have received fellowships under this scheme award-
ed since 1994 by the Jozef Mianowski Fund and the Foundation for Polish Science, and come to Poland for
several months research. This project is co-financed by the Stefan Batory Foundation and FNP: the
Foundation for Polish Science was the first organisation to support the J6zef Mianowski Fund; in addition, it
is also involved in the selection of candidates. (...)
150 grants funded by FNP have been awarded to date; of this number, 26 were in 2001. Grant
recipients were representatives of various disciplines, from physics and chemistry to genetics
and paleobotany, carrying out a wide range of research projects. The majority were young peo-
ple, just beginning promising careers, but some were older, with professorial ranks, significant
achievements and reputations.
As far as the countries of origin are concerned, since the programme’s inception the largest

group of grantees - 50% - have always been Ukrainians. Belarussians, Russians and Lithuanians also have a
significant share; Uzbekistan, Moldova, Armenia and China have been represented only by individual
grantees.

Those applying for grants under this scheme usually have established some contacts with Polish

institutions specialising in their field of interest. Whilst in Poland, they can participate in their  [wyp .
research projects, and keep in touch with them after returning to their home countries, often ki
carrying on with the research projects initiated in Poland.

(...) Igor Machishin, 25, a post-graduate student at the Lviv-based Institute of Applied
Mathematics and Mechanics of the Ukrainian National Academy of Sciences, received a four-

month grant for research at the Department of Construction and Geodesy of the Warsaw
Agricultural University. (...) He says that research visits to Warsaw and the exchange of experiences between
his institute and various establishments of advanced education here - Warsaw University, Warsaw University of
Technology and now the Agricultural University - are becoming a tradition at his Institute. In fact, this co-oper-
ation already takes place at the level of specific universities or schools. Although grants are
awarded to individuals, each of them represents a certain educational establishment with
approaches and methods specific to them. According to Machishin, being part of a different
team is extremely important, and stimulates the professional development of the grantee as a
research worker.

In the opinion of our grantees from the East, of primary relevance is access to Polish scientific
libraries and laboratories, with better facilities and more modern resources than in their countries of origin.
They stress that owing to the grants they have been awarded they have been given a most favourable envi-
ronment for their research. (...)

And what is the benefit of this grant scheme aimed at foreigners to Polish science? Along with the research
findings that stay in Poland, the grantees contribute their knowledge and experience, and different approach-
es. “A monolithic culture” in science is not good; various important things may escape notice. Putting in one
research team people who have been shaped in different centres and different countries always enhances cre-
ativity, and inspires further exploration.

This co-operation is important in one more respect. After having completed their research in Poland, the
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grantees usually seek to maintain the professional relationships and friendships established in Poland, thus
becoming advocates of mutual understanding, overcoming stereotypes and prejudice. And this is of the utmost
significance in our relationships with the East.

(Based on an article by Krystyna Hanyga “What Is the Use of It to Polish Science?”)

NEW PREMISES OF THE JAGIELLONIAN

UNIVERSITY INSTITUTE

OF MOLECULAR BIOLOGY AND BIOTECHNOLOGY
The Institute of Molecular Biology and Biotechnology of the Jagiellonian University, established in 1970, for
many years did not have premises adequate to its prestige gained due to its eminent associates and outstand-

ing achievements. Initially, the laboratories and workrooms were located in historic Gothic houses, then in a

_

1 building previously occupied by the Silesian Seminar, ill-fitted for the purpose. It was only after
- " the new campus had been built at Gronostajowa Street that the Institute could move to a new
| location in the autumn of 2001, very modern and spacious.
== The removal, taking into account the fact that the Institute was equipped with many specialised
\:] appliances and precision instruments, was a venture that required a lot of effort, and was extreme-
ly expensive.

“Some appliances had to be dismantled, transported in appropriate conditions, and then reassembled and
installed again”, explains Dr Przemystaw Plonka, secretary of the Institute in charge of research projects. “For
that, we had to hire professional service companies. For instance, one of them we had to call from Britain.
They dismantled, transported and reinstalled in the new location a confocal microscope along with the system
of lasers co-working with it. We had specialists from Poznan supervising the removal of our ERP spectrome-
ter: special care was required in particular when transporting a one-tonne electromagnet: even a minor
knock could destroy it completely. In addition, the effort taken by the removal company to transport all
those precision instruments, computers, glass vessels and chemical reagents deserves high praise here.”
Substantial financial support for covering the costs of removal and equipment installation was provided
to the Institute by the Foundation for Polish Science.

Only a week after the Institute had moved to its new location an international conference was held there,

organised by Professor Tadeusz Sarna and devoted to the applications of ERP spectroscopy. This event was
co-financed by the European Commission under the framework of programmes supporting Centres of
Excellence. The co-ordinator of the programme in the area of integration of education and research in the field
of molecular biology at the Institute is Professor Aleksander Koj, the winner of the 1996 FNP Annual Prize.
(Based on an article by Marian Nowy, ‘A Good Location”)

YOUNG SCIENTIST:

A SURVEY PROJECT
As the Foundation has been gradually intensifying its efforts aimed at supporting the professional careers of
research workers at various levels, it has always sought to assess its programmes targeted at individual bene-
ficiaries. The first one chosen for evaluation was the scheme of domestic grants for young scholars, launched
nine years ago, under which over 900 grants have been awarded to successful applicants from all over Poland.
The aim of the survey was to answer the question whether and how the FNP grants had influenced the course
of the grantees’ careers, to check the effectiveness of the solutions adopted, and to verify the reliability of the
candidate selection process.
It was one of the first survey projects in Poland that did not serve marketing purposes, in which the questions
were asked and answers received from respondents using electronic mail. In addition, an interactive version
of the survey was made available on the FNP website.
The survey findings were for us an inspiration to modify the regulations of this grant scheme. In order to make
equal the chances of female research workers on maternity leave, we extended the age limit for this group of
applicants to 32 years of age. The project confirmed that receiving an FNP grant does influence the careers
of young researchers. On the one hand, it temporarily frees them from financial worries, and on the other,
being a recommendation of sorts, it adds to their prestige among their fellow researchers.
(Based on an article by Tomasz Perkowski)



