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Introduction

1.1. General information

1.1.1. The purpose of the International Research Agendas Programme (IRAP) is for high quality

research and development works to be conducted by teams of prominent foreign and Polish
scientists. The support should contribute to the creation of specialised, world-leading
research units in Poland that would apply the best practices with respect to:

Identification of research programmes and topics;

HR policy and R&D works management;

Commercialisation of the results of R&D works.

1.1.2. The information contained in the present document sets out the rules for submitting

applications and implementing projects under the International Research Agendas
Programme, which is a grant programme of the Foundation for Polish Science, carried out
from the funds of the European Regional Development Fund under the Smart Growth
Operational Programme (SG OP), Priority Axis 4: Increasing the research potential, Measure
4.3: International Research Agendas, as regards an additional programme module called

“PLUS”.

1.1.3. Participation in the competition in accordance with this Competition Documentation is

limited to applicants who seek to implement an IRAP project at a unit supported as part of
stage 2 of the Teaming competition held by the European Commission under the Horizon
2020 programme. Pursuant to the terms and conditions contained herein, support will be
granted to IRAP projects realised in Polish scientific units that will obtain co-financing from
the EU for the realisation of the second stage of Teaming (with the reservation of point

9.1.3.).

1.1.4. Should source documents (e.g. the National Smart Specialisations document, the Guidelines

published by the Managing Authority or the terms of project implementation under the
Teaming programme (Horizon 2020)) be updated so that the modifications affect the
competition conditions and the grant agreement or certain appendices to this Competition
Documentation, the Foundation shall notify the applicants of the extent of such changes on

an ongoing basis.
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1.1.5. Unless stipulated otherwise, all the dates specified in the Competition Documentation
referring to the obligations of applicants or grantees are the dates of delivery of the
documents to the Foundation for Polish Science, not the dates of posting. With respect to
time limits expressed in days, a day is deemed to be a calendar day. If the end of a time limit
falls on a public holiday or on a Saturday, the business day immediately following will be

deemed to be the last day of the time limit concerned.

1.2.The IRAP PLUS Module - Implementation

1.2.1. The IRAP PLUS module combines the principles of Teaming and IRAP programmes in that it
facilitates the acquisition of funding by applicants under the IRAP programme which, in line
with the goals of Measure 4.3 of the SG OP, should secure their participation in the Horizon
2020 Teaming scheme.

1.2.2. An especially important aspect of the IRAP PLUS module is the fact that it facilitates the
recruitment of the manager of the IRAP unit during the implementation of part 1 of the
project, which is one of the responsibilities of the IRAP unit during the preparatory or initial
stage of implementation of the Teaming project.

1.2.3. A projectimplemented as part of the IRAP PLUS module shall consist of two parts:

1. The first part of the project (Part 1) consists of a competition for the position of IRAP
Unit Manager, as well as of R&D work conducted as preparation for the
implementation of part 2 of the IRAP project or in order to develop measurement or
research methods to be applied during the implementation of the complete research
agenda, e.g. to use the equipment made available for use in the project.

2. The second part of the project (Part 2) consists of the implementation of the
international research agenda under the direction of the IRAP Unit Manager selected
in the competition.

1.2.4. An IRAP PLUS project lasts 54 months. Part 1 of the project lasts up to 18 months. The
applicant at the stage of submitting the application provides information on the planned
duration of part 1 of the project within which the planned R&D work will be implemented

and the competition for the IRAP unit manager will be concluded.
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Part 2 of the project commences on the day when the researcher recruited in the
competition conducted during part 1 of the project for the position of IRAP unit manager
assumes his/her responsibilities.

Therefore, the start of Part 2 may take place before the planned end of part 1 of the project.
If such a situation occurs, the R&D work planned for Part 1 of the project is continued during
the implementation of part 2 until the completion and settlement of the grant assigned for

part 1 of the project.

1.2.5. The IRAP unit manager recruited during part 1 of the project should be an outstanding

researcher whose work is known to other researchers working in the same field, which

should attract very good researchers to the IRAP unit.

1.2.6. The R&D work is implemented by research teams and independent scientists. The research

team leaders and members of their teams are recruited in open competitions. Detailed

information on the project personnel is available in Section V.

Definitions

For the purposes of this Documentation, the terms listed below have the following meanings:

2.1.

2.2,

2.3.
2.4.

2.5.

Project budget - a financial plan of the project, including the categories of eligible costs
broken down into reporting periods.

PhD student - a person with the status of a student of 3rd degree studies who participates
in the IRAP project under the supervision of a research team leader.

Foundation - the Foundation for Polish Science (FNP).

Intermediate Body (IB) - an entity to whom the fulfilment of tasks under the Smart Growth
Operational Programme has been entrusted under an agreement or contract concluded
with the Managing Authority. For Measure 4.3 of the Smart Growth Operational Programme:
National Centre for Research and Development.

Managing Authority (MA) - an institution or public entity responsible for the management
of the Smart Growth Operational Programme, i.e.: the Minister competent for regional

development matters (in accordance with Article 9 Item 1 of the Implementation Act).

2.6. IRAP implementing unit (IRAP unit) - a research unitin which the project funded as part of

the competition is implemented and which meets the requirements set out herein. The IRAP
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2.7.

2.8.

implementing unit has to fulfil the definition of a research unit (below) and of the ‘research
and knowledge-dissemination organisation’ as defined in COMMISSION REGULATION (EU)
No 651/2014, Article 2, item 83, with the provision that it may not be an entity whose exclusive
goal is to widely disseminate the results of R&D activities by way of teaching, publication or
knowledge transfer. The level of funding for research units for industrial research (intensity
of support) is 100 % of eligible costs, in the case when the project is implemented within their
non-entrepreneurial activities.

Research units - as defined in Article 2 Item 9 of the Act on the Principles of Financing

Science of 30 April 2010, conducting scientific research or development work on a

continuous basis:

a. basic organisational units of higher education institutions within the meaning of the
Charters of such higher education institutions;

b. research units of the Polish Academy of Sciences, as defined in the Act on the Polish
Academy of Sciences of 30 April 2010;

c. research institutes, as defined in the Act on Research Institutes of 30 April 2010;

d. international scientific institutes established pursuant to separate regulations,
operating within the territory of the Republic of Poland;

e. the Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences;

f. other organisational units not listed in points a. to e. above, which have their registered
offices in the Republic of Poland, being research and knowledge-dissemination
organisations as defined in Article 2(83) of Commission Regulation (EU) No. 651/2014 of
17 June 2014 declaring certain categories of aid compatible with the internal market in
the application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty (OJ L 187 of 26.6.2014, p. 1).

IRAP Unit Manager (Project Manager) - The IRAP Unit Manager holds the same time the

position of the Project Manager.

a. From the start of projectimplementation to the day of the start of the implementation
of its part 2, the IRAP Unit Manager and Manager of part 1 of the Project shall be the
Scientific Affairs Director, i.e. a Polish or foreign scientist who has submitted a
competition application in compliance with this Documentation.

b.  The Manager of part 2 shall become the IRAP Unit Manager and Project Manager upon
the commencement of part 2 of the project, even if part 1 has not been concluded and

is being implemented according to the schedule simultaneously with part 2.
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The Manager of part 2 of the project shall be an outstanding researcher recruited
during part 1 of the project in a competitive procedure and approved by the
Foundation, as will each successive IRAP unit manager selected in line with the
regulations stipulated in this Documentation.

2.9. Search Committee - a group of at least 3 people who engage in an active search for
candidates for the IRAP Unit Manager competition during the implementation of part 1 of
the project. Members of the International Scientific Committee should not sit on the Search
Committee.

2.10. National Smart Specialisation (NSS) - a document specifying the thematic scope to be
financed within the competition, available on the website of the Foundation. The binding
version is the one that is valid on the day proposals are invited for the IRAP programme.

2.11. -

IRAP

IRAP

An
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