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SUPPORTING THE BEST SO
T H AT T H E Y C A N B E CO M E
EVEN BETTER

The Foundation for Polish Science (FNP) has been active
since 1991. It is a non-governmental, non-political, nonprofit organization pursuing a mission of supporting science. It is the largest non-governmental source of funding
for research in Poland.
The Foundation pursues its statutory tasks by:
• Supporting outstanding scientists and research teams
• Assisting innovative projects, commercialization of scientific discoveries and inventions.
The Foundation operates in accordance with its guiding
motto: “Supporting the best so that they can become even
better” as well as the following principles:
• Support is provided directly to scientists and research
teams
• All grants, prizes and stipends are awarded through competitions
• The leading criterion in awarding support is scientific
excellence
• The achievements and output of entrants in FNP competitions is evaluated by scientists respected in their
fields—both Polish and international (peer review
method)
• Support is provided according to the “hard money” principle (high selectivity when choosing recipients).

The Foundation’s founding capital of PLN 95 million originated from the Central Fund for the Development of Science and Technology, which was liquidated in 1990 and
the monies assigned to FNP by an act of Parliament. For 25
years, these funds have been generating returns through
investments in such assets as bonds, investment fund units
and shares, enabling the Foundation to create a stable
and secure financial position. Thanks to funds generated
from operations on the financial markets, the Foundation
contributed a total of PLN 473 million to science through
the end of 2015. The value of the Foundation’s own funds
stood at nearly PLN 307 million as of 31 December 2015.
In 2003–2004 the Foundation received extra funds for the
support of science pursuant to the Act of 29 March 2000
Amending the Act on Commercialization of Enterprises.
That act specified that 2% of the revenue from privatization of wholly owned companies of the State Treasury
would be added to the Foundation’s assets. The Foundation used the PLN 51.7 million obtained pursuant to
that act to form a separate fund earmarked for stipends
for young scientists (the START programme). In 2007 FNP
received funding for its HOMING programme from the
European Economic Area Financial Mechanism. In 2008
it launched programmes financed by structural funds
available under Measure 1.2, “Strengthening the human

Foundation for Polish Science Annual Report 2015

5

About the Foundation

resources potential of science,” of the Innovative Economy
Operational Programme. As a beneficiary of key IE OP initiatives, the Foundation received PLN 421 million (these
funds were spent in 2007–2015). In addition, thanks to
funding from the Human Capital Operational Programme
(Measure 4.2, “Development of R&D system staff qualifications and improving the awareness of the role of science in
economic growth”), the Foundation launched the SKILLS
project in 2011, and spent more than PLN 35 million on
implementation of that project in 2010–2015.
In 2015 the Foundation launched a new line-up of programmes financed from the Smart Growth Operational
Programme (SG OP): International Research Agendas,
TEAM, TEAM-TECH together with the TEAM-TECH Core
Facility module, FIRST TEAM, HOMING, and POWROTY/
REINTEGRATION. The total amount earmarked for the IRA
programme is PLN 532 million, and PLN 615 million for
other programmes financed out of the SG OP.
Since 2005 the Foundation has held the status of a public
benefit organization, which entitles it, among other things,
to receive assignments by private individuals of 1% of their
personal income tax for the Foundation’s statutory objectives. These funds are used to supplement the stipends
for beneficiaries in the competitions for young scientists.

In 2006–2009 these were stipends for scientists returning
from abroad (the HOMING programme), and from 2010
stipends for the most outstanding entrants in the START
programme.
For the sake of the transparency of its operations, the
Foundation publishes extensive information on its activity in the form of annual reports. The Foundation’s financial reports are examined each year by a renowned firm of
auditors. The Foundation’s annual reports and operating
reports are available at the Foundation’s website.
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F O U N D AT I O N F O R P O L I S H
SCIENCE AUTHORITIES

EXECUTIVE BOARD

president
Prof. Maciej Żylicz
deputy president
Prof. Włodzimierz Bolecki
deputy president
Dr Tomasz S. Perkowski

F O U N D AT I O N CO U N C I L

(term of office 1 September 2012 – 31 August 2016)

chairman
Prof. Andrzej Jerzmanowski
vice chairman
Prof. Irena E. Kotowska
members
Prof. Leon Gradoń
Prof. Henryk Koroniak
Prof. Marek Z. Świtoński
Prof. Wojciech Tygielski
Prof. Karol I. Wysokiński
honorary member
Prof. Maciej W. Grabski

FNP Executive Board (from the left): Prof. Włodzimierz Bolecki,
Prof. Maciej Żylicz, Dr Tomasz S. Perkowski

FNP Council (top): Professors M.Z. Świtoński, H. Koroniak,
L. Gradoń, W. Tygielski; (bottom): Professors A. Jerzmanowski,
I.E. Kotowska, K.I. Wysokiński
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Foundation for Polish Science Staff

F O U N D AT I O N F O R P O L I S H
SCIENCE STAFF

As of 31 December 2015

PROGRAMME DIVISION
Michał Pietras
Director of the Programme Division
P R O G R A M M E C O O R D I N AT I O N
S E C T I O N , I N T E R N AT I O N A L
RESEARCH AGENDAS SECTION

Dr Tomasz Poprawka
Deputy Director of the Programme
Division

P R O G R A M M E C O O R D I N AT I O N
SECTION

Dr Beata Frączak
Head of the Programme Coordination
Section
Krystyna Frąk
Dariusz Łukaszewski, EngD
Dr Joanna Rutkowska
Julia Zimmermann
I N T E R N AT I O N A L R E S E A R C H
AGENDAS SECTION

Kinga Słomińska
Head of the International Research
Agendas Section
Dr Monika Biłas-Henne
Dr Judyta Węgrzyn
HUMAN CAPITAL SECTION,
PROGRAMME PROMOTION
SECTION, EXTERNAL
C O O P E R AT I O N S E C T I O N

Adam Zieliński
Deputy Director of the Programme
Division
PROGRAMME PROMOTION
SECTION

Marta Michalska-Bugajska
Head of the Programme Promotion Section
Elżbieta Marczuk
Zofia Matejewska
Dominika Wojtysiak-Łańska

HUMAN CAPITAL SECTION

Jagoda Brewczak
Agnieszka Kossakowska
Aleksandra Krypa
Jakub Rytka
Emilia Wojewoda

E X T E R N A L C O O P E R AT I O N
SECTION

Katarzyna Pronobis
Head of the External Cooperation
Section
Justyna Motrenko
Dr Grażyna Żebrowska
CONTRACTS
A N D PAY M E N TS S E CT I O N

Dorota Sierak
Deputy Director of the Programme
Division
Lidia Rachocka
Magdalena Sordyl
Ewa Śliwowska
Małgorzata Świtalska-Bury
FINANCE AND ACCOUNTING
DIVISION
ACCOUNTING AND TAX SECTION

Wanda Krzemińska
Director of Finance and Accounting, Chief
Accountant
Monika Wolińska
Deputy Director of Finance and
Accounting
Dorota Komosa
Iwona Pachnowska
Małgorzata Pieńkowska
Katarzyna Siemieńczuk
Małgorzata Zawłocka

P L A N N I N G , A N A LY S I S A N D
EXTERNAL AUDIT DIVISION
Aneta Antolak
Director of Planning and Analysis
EXTERNAL AUDIT SECTION

Irmina Sitnicka
Head of the External Audit Section
Aleksandra Kowalska
Katarzyna Lechicka
Wiktoria Molenda
Monika Machnikowska
Marcin Marcinków
P L A N N I N G , A N A LY S I S A N D
FINANCIAL INVESTMENTS SECTION

Krystyna Akacka
Paweł Kulesza

D AT A B A S E S E C T I O N

Mirosław Serwaczyński

O R G A N I Z AT I O N A N D
A D M I N I S T R AT I O N D I V I S I O N
Katarzyna Demczuk
Director of Organization and Administration
A D M I N I S T R AT I O N

Piotr Urbaniak
Head of Administration
Hubert Choma
Wojciech Janikowski
Jarosław Jurczyk
OFFICE OF THE BOARD

Magdalena Borowska-Wittlin
Agata Zielińska
H U M A N R E S O U R C E S C O O R D I N AT O R

Joanna Antas

P R O G R A M M E E V A L U AT I O N
A N D A N A LY S I S C O O R D I N A T O R

Dr Marta Łazarowicz-Kowalik
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LETTER FROM
THE CHAIRMAN OF
T H E F O U N D AT I O N CO U N C I L

activity of the Foundation in this respect met the highest
European standards.
Based on regularly presented reports from the Executive
Board as well as the results of the annual audit of FNP’s
financial information conducted by an outside firm, the
Council analyzed the financial situation of the Foundation on an ongoing basis and took decisions on the optimal strategies for management of assets and planning of
the structure of expenditures. 2015 was another difficult
period in terms of the stability of the financial markets,
which caused the Council to approach with understanding
the decision of the Executive Board to limit expenditures
on less-prominent stipend programmes in order to maintain at the desired level the most important “flagship” FNP
programmes. As in the previous year, the Council decisively
supported the actions of the Executive Board to include
the Foundation in the administration of European funds
earmarked for science in the new financial perspective.

Prof. Andrzej Jerzmanowski

Dear Readers,
In 2015 the Council of the Foundation for Polish Science
(FNP) held six meetings, which were also attended by
members of the Executive Board and staff of the Foundation invited to share information about matters discussed
at the sessions. As in previous years, the Council analyzed
issues connected with the current operations of the Foundation, including issues concerning procedures, implementation and results of programmes conducted by FNP.
In the unanimous evaluation of the Council, in 2015 the

The past year was the last full year in office of the Foundation Council in its current composition. Closing out my
service as a member and Chair of the Council, I submit my
sincere thanks for the excellent, harmonious and very fruitful cooperation to my colleagues from the Council whom
I had the pleasure of working with for the past four years.
For all of us, I also thank the Executive Board and all of the
staff of the Foundation for their effective, professional and
devoted conduct of the affairs of the Foundation throughout the term now coming to an end.

Prof. Andrzej Jerzmanowski
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LETTER FROM
THE PRESIDENT OF
THE BOARD

START, FNP MONOGRAPHS, Ideas for Poland, the COPERNICUS Polish-German Scientific Award, the Polish-American Scientific Award, the Alexander von Humboldt Polish
Honorary Research Fellowship, and the Leszek Kołakowski
Honorary Fellowship.
In 2015 we also carried out programmes financed from
structural funds. Under the Innovative Economy Operational Programme, we ran the WELCOME, International
PhD Projects, TEAM, PARENT-BRIDGE, HOMING PLUS, and
VENTURES programmes, and in the Human Capital Operational Programme we organized the final recruitments
for the SKILLS training programme, aimed at improving
researchers’ “soft skills” (INTER, IMPULS, eNgage, Programme Officers Academy, Mentoring-Coaching programmes, training and internships).

Prof. Maciej Żylicz

Dear Readers,
In 2015 the Foundation for Polish Science (FNP) ran 29
programmes (including 18 in which new competitions
were held), on which the Foundation spent PLN 62 million, including PLN 48 million from EU structural funds.
In the programme activity financed out of its own funds,
FNP once more awarded the FNP Prize (this distinction,
regarded as the most important scientific honour in
Poland, was awarded to professors Stanisław Penczek,
Kazimierz Rzążewski and Jerzy Jedlicki), and also provided
support to scientists in the programmes MISTRZ/MASTER,

It was also a year of intensive preparations by the Foundation
for participation in the distribution of funds under the EU’s
new financial perspective of 2014–2020 (the Smart Growth
Operational Programme). The stage of planning the funding schemes we wanted to propose to researchers this time
included evaluation and analysis of the measures pursued in
the previous perspective. We conducted an evaluation of two
programmes implemented in the Innovative Economy Operational Programme: the WELCOME programme (supporting
projects carried out by distinguished foreign scientists at Polish institutions and enabling young researchers to work on
their teams) and the TEAM programme (supporting projects
involving undergraduates, PhD students and postdocs, conducted in the best research teams in Poland). Both of these
programmes were very important for us. Our objective was
to create possibilities for research growth for young people
by offering them work on the best teams.
For an evaluation of the effects of these programmes on
the merits, we turned to distinguished scientists abroad
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specializing in the life sciences and the exact sciences (the
thematic range of the research projects pursued in the programmes under review). Two teams of experts were created which rated very highly the topics and results of the
projects. The conclusions from the analysis confirmed that
the quality of the research conducted in these projects is
very high and comparable to the best in the world, but at
the same time not many of them are based on a truly bold
and unconventional research approach that could lead to
a breakthrough in the given field of science.
The summary of the merits evaluation of the winners
in the TEAM and WELCOME programmes is available
at the FNP website: http://www.fnp.org.pl/assets/

research works published with a Polish affiliation (citations were normalized depending on the research field).
The share of persons recognized by FNP in the set of the
1% best-cited works in a given scientific field is three
times greater than the average share of all other researchers working in Poland. In such fields as multidisciplinary
physics, multidisciplinary chemistry, nuclear and molecular physics, optics, polymer research, oncology, high-energy and particle physics, genetics and inheritance, and
research on diseases of the heart and the circulatory system, FNP winners achieved results higher than the world
average.

The results obtained by the analysts from Leiden were
consistent with the research conducted by Prof. Marek
Kwiek.* According to the results, similar to the case in
other EU member states, in Poland 10% of the researchers
Apart from the evaluation of selected programmes through are responsible for about 50% of the country’s scientific
a peer review system, in 2015 the Foundation commis- “production.” This scientific elite, as in other EU counsioned a bibliometric study of the accomtries, conducts research in cooperation
plishments of FNP winners/beneficiaries as
From the beginning of its
with foreign partners. We must remember
operations, the Foundacompared to Polish researchers in general.
that these outstanding scientists can easily
The purpose of the study was to identify on
tion has been guided by
find employment in numerous other counthe mission of promoting
the basis of measurable research results the
tries, and thus Poland must offer them
strengths and weaknesses of Polish science,
the best researchers, those
conditions such that they will want to stay
to map research fields in which Polish sciwho achieve important
here and continue to work here. Unforresults. The new range of
entists (including FNP winners) achieve the
tunately, the current parameter-based
best results on a global scale.
system for evaluation of institutions, as
FNP programmes financed
out of the Smart Growth
well as the system for scholarly advanceOperational Programme,
I must point out one reservation here: In
ment in place in Poland, contradicts the
claim that we care about the best. From
selecting the winners of its competitions,
which we launched in 2015,
the Foundation never employs bibliometis especially devoted to the
the beginning of its operations, the Founric factors. We apply a merits evaluation
goal of building a “culture
dation has been guided by the mission of
made by carefully selected reviewers
of excellence” in Poland.
promoting the best researchers, those who
drawn from the international research
achieve important results. The new range
community, with great competencies and prestige. The of FNP programmes financed out of the Smart Growth
bibliometric analysis conducted in 2015 does not repre- Operational Programme, which we launched in 2015, is
sent a departure from this rule. It only involved aggregated especially devoted to the goal of building a “culture of
data concerning publications from 2002–2013 of over 500 excellence” in Poland.
researchers who received Foundation awards, subsidies
or grants, and the goal was not an evaluation of individual The largest and most pioneering venture we have launched
accomplishments, but creation of a map of the best-de- is the new programme International Research Agendas
veloped fields of Polish science. We entrusted this task to (IRA). This involves creation by distinguished Polish and
one of the most reliable international centres for analysis foreign researchers of new units—centres of excellence.
of scientific accomplishment using bibliometric methods, They can be established at universities or at institutes of
the Centre for Science and Technology Studies at the Uni- the Polish Academy of Sciences, or independently of existversity of Leiden. The report is available at http://www. ing research institutions. They should be creative places
fnp.org.pl/assets/Bibliometric_report_2015.pdf
committed to solving global challenges of contemporary

TEAM-and-WELCOME-evaluation-executive-summary_2016-1.pdf

As the study showed, fewer than 1% of the scientists
in Poland are responsible for 23% of the citations of all

*	Marek Kwiek, “Academic generations and academic work: Patterns of attitudes,
behaviors, and research productivity of Polish academics after 1989”, Studies in
Higher Education, 2015.
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research, which will attract the best scientists from Poland
and abroad, and offer opportunities to young researchers
for interesting work and the quickest path to obtaining
scientific autonomy. It is important to us that the foreign
partners in these ventures be scientific institutions which
for many years have been following a management culture
promoting scientific excellence.
In parallel with this programme, we will continue to conduct the well-known programmes TEAM, HOMING and
POWROTY/REINTEGRATION, which can be pursued by
scientists working at existing research institutions. These
programmes have the common goal of creating new jobs
for young researchers, who will be decently paid, and who
thanks to conducting research at the highest level will not
only raise their own qualifications but also achieve results
important for the society, including results contributing to
growth of the economy.
We also created the new programme TEAM-TECH, which
will promote cooperation between science and business,
and in particular stimulate construction of scientific support in firms. So we are entering fields previously cultivated only partially by the Foundation, very important
areas but also requiring new skills on our part.

tude for selecting this purpose for the donation and thus
supporting the most talented researchers of the younger
generation.
As it happens in life, good news comes mingled with
sad news. Prof. Maciej W. Grabski, architect of the Foundation’s success and president of its Executive Board in
1992–2005, died in February 2016. We owe so much to him.
He was larger than life, and moulded from pre-war clay.
He enjoyed huge personal authority which was founded
on his broad intellectual horizons, concern for the ethical
dimension in action—in science or any other field—and
independence of thought. The Foundation has established
a new programme to recognize individuals furthering the
understanding of science in society. The award bears the
name of Prof. Maciej Władysław Grabski.

Prof. Maciej Żylicz
Warsaw, June 2016

Meanwhile, given the great overlap in the purposes of the
MISTRZ/MASTER programme and the TEAM programme,
we decided from 2015 to suspend new competitions in the
MISTRZ/MASTER programme.
Finally, I would like to thank the Foundation’s benefactors.
In 2015 the Foundation received a gift from Prof. Adam
Sobiczewski, a distinguished physicist and winner of the
1995 FNP Prize, thanks to which a fund was created which
will provide monies earmarked for raising the stipends of
the most highly rated winners in the START programme
involved in fields close to the interests of the founder:
theoretical physics, mathematics and astronomy. This is
another endowment fund entrusted to the Foundation
to pursue its statutory purposes. We are honoured that
another private individual (the first was the late Prof. Barbara Skarga, and then Dr Tamara Kołakowska) has chosen
our Foundation to operate their fund.
I would like to thank each and every one of you who
assigned 1% of your personal income tax to our Foundation in 2015. We received over PLN 45,500 from you.
This amount will increase the level of stipends for the
top winners of the START programme selected in future
competitions. As every year, I would like to express grati-
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P r o f. M a c i e j W. G r a b s k i – i n m e m o r i a m

P R O F. M A C I E J W . G R A B S K I
IN MEMORIAM

Prof. Maciej W. Grabski, the most important figure to date
in the history of the Foundation for Polish Science, died on
12 February 2016. Prof. Grabski served for 13 years (from
1992 to 2005) as President of FNP, becoming the principal
architect of its institutional autonomy, financial stability,
and established position and prestige in the world of science. It was he who defined the Foundation’s mission,
which remains our calling to this day, and developed
the Foundation’s working methods. It was thanks to his
consistently pursued concept of funding distinguished
scientists—“supporting the best, so that they can become
even better”—and transparency of its operations, that the
Foundation could become a model for other state-funded
agencies established later to finance scientific research.

Prof. Maciej W. Grabski (20 June 1934 – 12 February 2016)

PROGRAMMES OF
T H E F O U N D AT I O N
FOR POLISH
SCIENCE
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F O U N D AT I O N
PROGRAMMES

In 2015 the Foundation for Polish Science ran 29 programmes. Competitions were held in 18 programmes.
The Foundation conducted the following programmes
financed out of its own funds: the FNP Prize, MISTRZ/
MASTER, START, FNP MONOGRAPHS, IDEAS FOR POLAND,
the COPERNICUS Polish-German Scientific Award, the
Polish-American Scientific Award, the Alexander von Humboldt Honorary Fellowship and the Leszek Kołakowski
Honorary Fellowship.
Programmes financed out of EU structural funds were
also implemented in 2015. The WELCOME, International

PhD Projects, TEAM, PARENT-BRIDGE, HOMING PLUS and
VENTURES programmes were conducted under the Innovative Economy Operational Programme. The SKILLS
project (INTER, IMPULS, eNgage, Programme Officers
Academy and Mentoring-Coaching programmes, training
and internships) was conducted under the Human Capital
Operational Programme.
The table below presents the costs of implementation of
specific tasks included in the Foundation’s programme
activity in 2015.
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PROGRAMME

Costs of unpaid statutory activities
The FNP Prize
COPERNICUS Polish-German Scientific Award
MISTRZ/MASTER programme
START programme—stipends for young researchers
KOLUMB programme
Support grants for outgoing FNP fellowship beneficiaries
IDEAS FOR POLAND programme
Alexander von Humboldt Polish Honorary Research Fellowship
Leszek Kołakowski Honorary Fellowship
Polish-American Scientific Award
EXTERIUS/POZA SZLAKIEM programme
PUBLICATIONS programme
MONOGRAPHS programme
FOCUS programme
WELCOME programme
International PhD Projects
VENTURES programme
TEAM programme (Innovative Economy)
PARENT-BRIDGE programme
HOMING PLUS programme
SKILLS Project
TEAMING programme
Smart Growth programmes: INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH AGENDAS, TEAM,
TEAM-TECH, FIRST TEAM, HOMING, POWROTY/REINTEGRATION
TA Project (Smart Growth)
RRI TOOLS Project
Programme reserve
Other programme expenses
T O TA L U N PA I D S TAT U T O R Y A C T I V I T Y

I M P L E M E N TAT I O N CO S T S
(PLN ’000)

923
32
3,283
4,618
166
300
986
277
19
125
4
19
150
563
5,530
4,027
411
12,412
6,000
4,017
16,486
228
135
913
41
294
58
62,017

Costs of paid statutory activities
Publishing activity—MONOGRAPHS series

320

T O TA L PA I D S TAT U T O R Y A C T I V I T Y

320

T O TA L U N PA I D A N D PA I D S TAT U T O R Y A C T I V I T I E S

Implementation costs of specific tasks as of 31 December 2015

62,336
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THE FNP PRIZE

Every year the Foundation for Polish Science awards individual prizes to leading researchers for scientific achievements
and discoveries that shift the boundaries of cognition, open
up new research perspectives, contribute significantly to
the advancement of civilization and culture in Poland, and
ensure our country a prominent place in world science.
The FNP Prize has been awarded since 1992. In 2015 FNP
Prizes were presented for the 24th time. Each winner
receives a prize in the pre-tax amount of PLN 200,000.
There have been 87 prize winners so far.

The award ceremony for the FNP Prizes was held on
2 December 2015 in the Great Hall of the Royal Castle in
Warsaw, with about 450 people attending. At the ceremony,
the winners were congratulated by Stanisław Karczewski,
Speaker of the Polish Senate; Prof. Aleksander Bobko,
Deputy Minister of Science and Higher Education; Minister
Wojciech Kolarski from the Office of the President of Poland,
on behalf of the President; Prof. Wojciech Fałkowski, Deputy Minister of National Defence; Dr Magdalena Gawin, Deputy Minister of Culture and National Heritage; Prof. Michał
Karoński, chairman of the council of the National Science
Centre; and Prof. Jerzy Woźnicki, chairman of the Chief
Council of Science and Higher Education.

W I N N E R S O F T H E F O U N D AT I O N F O R P O L I S H S C I E N C E P R I Z E I N 2 0 1 5
Chemical and material sciences
PROF. STANISŁAW PENCZEK
from the Centre for Molecular and
Macromolecular Studies of the Polish Academy
of Sciences in Łódź, for elaboration of the theory
of ring-opening polymerization and its use for
synthesis of biodegradable polymers.
Mathematical, physical and engineering sciences

Humanities and social sciences
PROF. JERZY JEDLICKI
from the Tadeusz Manteuffel Institute of History
of the Polish Academy of Sciences in Warsaw, for
fundamental studies on the phenomenon of the
intelligentsia as a social stratum and its role in
modernization processes in Central & Eastern
Europe.

No prize was awarded in the field of life and earth sciences.

PROF. KAZIMIERZ RZĄŻEWSKI
from the Centre for Theoretical Physics of
the Polish Academy of Sciences in Warsaw,
for discovery of the phenomenon of
magnetostriction in ultracold gases with dipole
forces.

2015 COMPETITION
DEADLINE FOR NOMINATIONS

14 JANUARY 2015

CANDIDATES IN THE FIRST STAGE

65

CANDIDATES IN THE SECOND STAGE

19

REVIEWERS AND EXPERTS

58

WINNERS

3

TOTAL VALUE OF AWARDS

PLN 600,000

Prof. Kazimierz Rzążewski, FNP Prize 2015 winner, Prof. Andrzej Jerzmanowski
and Prof. Maciej Żylicz

Address by Prof. Stanisław Penczek during the award ceremony for the FNP Prize

Chairman of the FNP Council Prof. Andrzej Jerzmanowski, winners of the 2015 FNP Prize Prof. Kazimierz Rzążewski,
Prof. Jerzy Jedlicki and Prof. Stanisław Penczek, and FNP President Prof. Maciej Żylicz

Address by Prof. Jerzy Jedlicki

Wystąpienie prof. dr. hab. Iwona Białynickiego-Biruli, laureata Nagrody FNP 2014.

The FNP Prizes

The ceremony in the Great Hall of the Royal Castle in Warsaw was attended by about 450 people
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MISTRZ/MASTER
PROGRAMME
Grants for established scholars

Established in 1998, the MISTRZ/MASTER programme aims
to support leading scientists by awarding them subsidies,
including research grants and individual stipends. The subsidies can be spent on launching new research or intensifying ongoing research.
The subsidies are awarded in a closed competition, each
year in one of four areas: life and earth sciences, chemical
and materials sciences, mathematics, physics and engineering, and social sciences and humanities.
The ceremony of handing out certificates to the seven
winners of the MISTRZ/MASTER programme (in the 2015
competition in the field of humanities and social sciences)
was held on 28 October 2015 at the Tadeusz Tomaszewski

Hall at SWPS University in Warsaw. The ceremony featured
a lecture by Prof. Richard Frąckowiak, a world-renowned
neurobiologist of Polish origin, on the European Union’s
Human Brain Project, for which he directs the medical
IT division. The guests were greeted by SWPS University
Rector Prof. Andrzej Eliasz, and the laureates were congratulated by Deputy Minister of Science and Higher Education Prof. Włodzisław Duch. About 200 people attended
the ceremony, including leaders of research institutions,
scientists, and students from universities and secondary
schools.
The Foundation Council has decided to temporarily suspend the MISTRZ/MASTER programme.

2015 COMPETITION
Field: humanities and social sciences
DEADLINE FOR NOMINATIONS

10 DECEMBER 2014

NOMINATIONS

23

APPLICATION DEADLINE

2 MARCH 2015

CANDIDATES IN SECOND STAGE

15

REVIEWERS AND EXPERTS

50

WINNERS

7

TOTAL VALUE OF GRANTS AWARDED

PLN 2,060,671
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WINNERS OF MISTRZ/MASTER PROGRAMME IN 2015
HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
WINNER

T I T L E O F P R OJ E CT

INSTITUTION

Prof. Wojciech Jan Bałus

From the material to the immaterial medium:
Changes in art in the second half of the 20th century and the discourse of art history

Jagiellonian University, Kraków

Prof. Bartosz Brożek

Law and neuroscience: A new paradigm in the
philosophy of law

Jagiellonian University, Kraków

Dr Adam Chuderski

Neuro-logic: Oscillatory mechanisms of reasoning
ability

Jagiellonian University, Kraków

Prof. Piotr Gutowski

Moderate positions in contemporary philosophical
disputes of theism with atheism: Genesis, types
and consequences

John Paul II Catholic University
of Lublin

Prof. Marek Kwiek

Institutional autonomy and models for adaptation
of Polish universities to the changing social and
economic environment (2005–2015)

Adam Mickiewicz University,
Poznań

Prof. Stanisław Wiech

A fight for land, souls and nationality: Central &
Eastern Europe under the pressure of Russia and
Orthodoxy (1864–1914)

Jan Kochanowski University,
Kielce

Dr Bogdan Żurawski

The emergence of early medieval states in the
Middle Nile: Archaeological sources

Institute of Mediterranean
and Oriental Cultures, Polish
Academy of Sciences

Neurobiologist Prof. Richard Frąckowiak and winners of the MISTRZ/MASTER programme in 2015: Dr Bogdan Żurawski, Prof. Stanisław Wiech, Prof. Marek Kwiek, Prof. Piotr Gutowski, Dr Adam Chuderski,
Prof. Bartosz Brożek, Prof. Wojciech Bałus
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SABBATICAL LEAVE FOR BENEFICIARIES OF THE MISTRZ/MASTER PROGRAMME
These outgoing research fellowships are available to beneficiaries of the MISTRZ/MASTER programme. After completing their project financed by the FNP research grant, they
may apply for a sabbatical leave stipend. The fellowships

are awarded through a competition. Up to three such fellowships may be granted each year. A person may receive
the fellowship only once.

2015 COMPETITION

APPLICATION DEADLINE

20 OCTOBER 2014

APPLICATIONS FILED

8

REVIEWERS AND EXPERTS

24

WINNERS

3

TOTAL VALUE OF STIPENDS AWARDED

EUR 60,000

W I N N E R S O F S A B B AT I C A L L E A V E CO M P E T I T I O N I N 2 0 1 5

WINNER

T I T L E O F P R OJ E CT

HOME INSTITUTION

HOST
INSTITUTION

Prof. Leszek
Kaczmarek

Watching the brain in action

Nencki Institute of
Experimental Biology,
Polish Academy of
Sciences, Warsaw

ICFO—Institute of
Photonic Sciences,
Barcelona

Prof. Ryszard
Kierzek

Small molecule ligands: A molecular approach
to inhibit proliferation of human influenza
virus

Institute of Bioorganic
Chemistry, Polish
Academy of Sciences,
Poznań

Scripps Research
Institute—Scripps
Florida

Prof. Jerzy
Mozrzymas

Application of patch-clamp single-channel
recordings and analysis of wild type and
mutated GABAA receptors to explore the
molecular mechanisms of conformational
transitions underlying activation

Wrocław Medical
University, Faculty of
Medicine

University College
London
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START PROGRAMME
Polish stipends for young researchers

This programme aims to reward young scientists who can
already boast achievements in their respective fields. The
stipends are a token of recognition for the beneficiaries’
achievements so far and provide encouragement for further development. The programme also provides funding
for short study visits to foreign research institutes, for the
purpose of establishing cooperation, learning about the
working methods at such centres, and seeking out the best
place for a postdoctoral fellowship.
The START programme was launched in 1993. Over 1993–
2015, 23 competitions have been held in this programme.
The programme receives some 1,000–1,200 applications
every year. The total number of winners of all competitions
in the START programme now includes 2,580 people.
In 2015 the Foundation awarded stipends totalling PLN
3,969,000, including PLN 281,000 for study visits.
A total of 130 stipends were awarded: 124 stipends of PLN
28,000, 5 stipends of PLN 36,000 for the most highly rated
candidates, and one Barbara Skarga Research Stipend in
the amount of PLN 36,000.
Pursuant to a decision of the Minister of Science and
Higher Education, START stipends are exempt from personal income tax.
Distinctions in the competition were awarded to:
—— Mateusz Chmurski, Faculty of Polish Studies, University
of Warsaw

—— Michał Jakubowicz, Faculty of Geographical and Geological Sciences, Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznań
—— Michał Pilipczuk, Institute of Informatics, University of
Warsaw
—— Michał Tomza, Faculty of Chemistry, University of Warsaw
—— Maciej Wielgus, Faculty of Mechatronics, Warsaw University of Technology
The funds for the increased amount of the stipends for
winners receiving distinction were derived partially from
amounts obtained through assignments of 1% of personal
income tax to the Foundation as a public benefit organization.
Within the START programme, in 2012 the Foundation
began accepting applications for the Barbara Skarga
Research Stipend. The stipend is awarded to a person
whose scientific achievements and research plans presented in the START competition are assessed highly and
whose research is distinguished by boldly crossing the
boundaries between various fields of inquiry, opening up
new research perspectives, and creating new values in science. There were 134 interdisciplinary applications filed in
the START 2015 competition which were evaluated under
the START competition procedure and also underwent an
additional evaluation by experts under the rules for selection of the winner of the Barbara Skarga Research Stipend.
In 2015 the winner of the Barbara Skarga Research Stipend
was Dr Martyna Molak-Tomsia of the Museum and Institute
of Zoology of the Polish Academy of Sciences in Warsaw.

W I N N E R S O F S T I P E N D S I N T H E S T A R T 2 0 1 5 P R O G R A M M E AT T H E A W A R D C E R E M O N Y AT T H E R O Y A L C A S T L E I N W A R S A W
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Pursuant to an understanding signed in 2006 and a partnership agreement signed in 2011 between the Foundation
for Polish Science and the Council for Lindau Nobel Laureate Meetings, the Foundation nominates several young
researchers every year to participate in meetings led by
Nobel Prize winners in the German city of Lindau.
In 2015, four people nominated by the Foundation took
part in the event in Lindau devoted to interdisciplinary
studies: Weronika Czarnocka from the Warsaw University
of Life Sciences (START 2014 recipient), Bożena NejmanFaleńczyk from the University of Gdańsk (START 2013
recipient and a winner in the VENTURES programme),
Joanna Olesiak-Bańska from the Wrocław University of
Technology (START 2014 recipient), and Michał Tomza
from the University of Warsaw (START 2014 recipient).

The ceremony for award of the stipends was held on 23 May
2015 at the Royal Castle in Warsaw. Apart from the winning
young researchers and their families, the ceremony was
attended by the winners’ mentors and representatives of
research institutions and the state administration. The
President of Poland was represented by Minister Olgierd
Dziekoński. At the ceremony letters of congratulations to
the winners were read, from President of Poland Bronisław
Komorowski and Minister of Science and Higher Education
Lena Kolarska-Bobińska. The ceremony was attended by
350 people.

2015 COMPETITION

APPLICATION DEADLINE

31 OCTOBER 2014

CANDIDATES IN FIRST PHASE

1,241

CANDIDATES IN SECOND PHASE

453

REVIEWERS AND EXPERTS

79

WINNERS

130

TOTAL VALUE OF STIPENDS AWARDED

PLN 3,688,000
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I N T E R N AT I O N A L
RESEARCH AGENDAS
PROGRAMME
In October 2015 the Foundation signed an agreement with
the National Centre for Research and Development for
funding of the International Research Agendas programme
and began implementation of the new programme. The
programme is targeted to distinguished researchers from
Poland or abroad with recognized accomplishments who
will head research units in Poland established in compliance with the finest global standards. There is a parallel
competition path provided for applicants planning to
use funds from the International Research Agendas programme to support implementation of projects which won
funding in the first stage of the 1st Teaming for Excellence
competition (Horizon 2020).

These units will pursue international research agendas:
research programmes created by the applicants and
representatives of the international research community
who are world-recognized authorities in the field in which
the unit will specialize. The total amount earmarked for
support of the units selected in all of the International
Research Agendas competitions is PLN 532,029,620.
The first two competitions in the IRA programme were
launched in 2015, with the winners named in 2016.
The International Research Agendas programme is financed
by the European Regional Development Fund under the
Smart Growth Operational Programme.

The goal of the programme is to create specialized,
world-leading research units applying global best practice
in identification of research topics, HR policy, R&D work
and commercialization of R&D results.

COMPETITION NO. 1/2015 (TEAMING FOR EXCELLENCE)
COMPETITION ANNOUNCEMENT

26 NOVEMBER 2015

APPLICATION DEADLINE (1ST OF 3 STAGES)

15 JANUARY 2016

AMOUNT EARMARKED FOR COMPETITION

PLN 135,000,000

APPLICATIONS FILED IN THE 1ST COMPETITION

3

COMPETITION NO. 2/2015
COMPETITION ANNOUNCEMENT

26 NOVEMBER 2015

APPLICATION DEADLINE (1ST OF 3 STAGES)

15 JANUARY 2016

AMOUNT EARMARKED FOR COMPETITION

PLN 120,000,000

APPLICATIONS FILED IN THE 2ND COMPETITION

28
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KOLUMB PROGRAMME
Outgoing postdoctoral fellowships

Fellowships in the KOLUMB programme were granted to
the best young scholars with PhDs for research visits (6–12
months) to the world’s leading scientific centres. The final
competition in the programme ended in 2012. In 2015, as
in previous years, beneficiaries of KOLUMB outgoing fellowships could apply for one-off extra funding to extend

their fellowship by up to 3 months (so that the total length
of the fellowship would not exceed 15 months). Based on
the evaluation of experts, the Executive Board of the Foundation approved the application of Monika Kowalczyk.
Total funding of PLN 45,000 was awarded in 2015.

SUPPORT GRANTS FOR OUTGOING FNP FELLOWSHIP BENEFICIARIES
Until 2009, beneficiaries of the KOLUMB programme could
also apply for support grants. These grants were designed
to help beneficiaries apply the knowledge and skills they
acquired during their time at the world’s best scientific
centres. Upon returning to Poland after their fellowship,
beneficiaries could apply for a one-off support grant of

PLN 40,000 for setting up or modernizing their research
facilities and enabling them to continue the cooperation
with the scientific centres where they stayed.
In 2002–2014 support grants were awarded to 107 recipients. No competition applications were submitted in 2015.

F O U N D AT I O N
PROGRAMMES
International
Cooperation

30
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ALEXANDER
VON HUMBOLDT POLISH
HONORARY RESEARCH
FELLOWSHIP

On the basis of an agreement signed in 1995 with the
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, the Foundation
for Polish Science grants German researchers in all specializations honorary fellowships in recognition of their
previous academic achievements and their contribution
to the development of scientific cooperation between the
two countries. This fellowship is analogous to the Humboldt-Forschungspreise, the prestigious award granted to

eminent foreign scholars by the Alexander von Humboldt
Foundation in Germany. The purpose of the fellowship is
to honour the scientific achievements of the winners and
to stimulate long-term cooperation between Polish and
German researchers.
There were 5 stipends awarded in the competition.

2015 COMPETITION
APPLICATION DEADLINE

30 SEPTEMBER 2015

APPLICATIONS FILED

8

REVIEWERS AND EXPERTS

30

WINNERS

5

TOTAL VALUE OF STIPENDS AWARDED

PLN 469,000

WINNERS IN 2015
Winner

Home institution

Host institution

Duration

Prof. Reinhard König

Leibniz Institute for
Neurobiology, Magdeburg

Faculty of Physics, University of Warsaw

4 months

Prof. Ivo Rangelow

Ilmenau University of Technology

Prof. Peter Schmidt

University of Giessen

Prof. Berndt
Schneider

Leibniz Institute for Baltic Sea
Research, Warnemünde
University of Heidelberg; Chinese
Academy of Sciences, Beijing

Prof. Rainer Spurzem

Faculty of Microsystem Electronics
and Photonics, Wrocław University of
Technology
Faculty of Christian Philosophy, Stefan Cardinal
Wyszyński University, Warsaw
Institute of Oceanology, Polish Academy of
Sciences, Sopot
Nicolaus Copernicus Astronomical Centre,
Polish Academy of Sciences, Warsaw

6 months
6 months
6 months
6 months
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COPERNICUS
POLISH-GERMAN
SCIENTIFIC AWARD

The COPERNICUS Award is a joint project of the Foundation for Polish Science and the German Research Foundation (DFG). The purpose of the award is to recognize the
individuals most active in Polish-German scientific cooperation who have made exceptional research achievements
as a result of that cooperation. The prize is awarded every
two years, through a competition, to distinguished scientists in any field of inquiry. Candidates must hold at least
a doctorate, work at a Polish or German academic institution, and be engaged in a Polish-German research project
at the time of the award.
With the launch of this year’s edition of the competition, DFG and FNP decided to make some changes in the
rules for the award. The most important changes are an
increase in the amount of the award from EUR 100,000 to
EUR 200,000 (EUR 100,000 per winner) and consideration
of self-nominations in the first stage of the competition.
The award is funded in equal portions by DFG and FNP.
However, the criteria for selection of the winners remain
unchanged: distinguished scientific achievements and
exceptional success in German-Polish cooperation.
Nominations were accepted from April 2015 for the 6th
COPERNICUS competition, led by a jury of:
—— Prof. Bernd Büchner, Leibniz Institute for Solid State
and Materials Research Dresden

—— Dr Grażyna Jurkowlaniec, Institute of Art History, University of Warsaw
—— Prof. Włodzimierz Krzyżosiak, Institute of Bioorganic
Chemistry, Polish Academy of Sciences, Poznań
—— Prof. Mieczysław Mąkosza, Institute of Organic Chemistry, Polish Academy of Sciences, Warsaw
—— Prof. Maria Mittag, Institute of General Botany and Plant
Physiology, University of Jena
—— Prof. Adam Wolisz, Department of Telecommunication
Systems, Technical University of Berlin
The nomination deadline was 15 June 2015, and 28 nominations were submitted for the competition.
The winners were Prof. Agnieszka Chacińska from the
International Institute of Molecular and Cell Biology in
Warsaw and Prof. Peter Rehling from the Göttingen University Medical Centre. They were recognized for conducting
joint research leading to discovery of key mechanisms of
biogenesis of mitochondria.
The award ceremony was held on 7 June 2016 at the Palace
on the Isle in Royal Łazienki, Warsaw.
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POLISH-AMERICAN
SCIENTIFIC AWARD

In May 2013 the Foundation for Polish Science and the
American Association for the Advancement of Science
(AAAS) signed an agreement to establish the Polish-American Scientific Award, which aims to deepen scientific cooperation between Poland and the United States.
The award is presented, based on a competition, to leading Polish and American researchers, regardless of their
field of research, for exceptional scientific achievements
resulting from cooperation. The award is in the amount of
USD 5,000 for each recipient.
Persons eligible to submit nominations include active
members of the Polish and US scientific community and
research administrators at institutions conducting scientific research on a regular basis, including enterprises.
Self-nominations are also accepted.

The second competition was announced at the end of
October 2015. The nomination deadline was 31 December
2015. Thirty nominations were submitted. The competition
is to be decided in the 3rd quarter of 2016.
The award ceremony for the winners of the first competition, Prof. Mariusz Jaskólski from Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań and Dr Alexander Wlodawer from the
National Cancer Institute in the US, was held on 28 April
2015 at the AAAS headquarters in Washington, attracting
many guests from the scientific community. A congratulatory letter from Minister of Science and Higher Education Prof. Lena Kolarska-Bobińska was read by the chargé
d’affaires at the Polish Embassy, Maciej Pisarski, who also
introduced the researchers.

D R A L E X A N D E R W L O D A W E R A N D P R O F. M A R I U S Z J A S K Ó L S K I
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LESZEK KOŁAKOWSKI
HONORARY FELLOWSHIP

The first competition for the Leszek Kołakowski Honorary
Fellowship was announced in 2015. The competition is
designed to recognize scholars with distinguished achievements in the history of medieval and modern philosophy
up to 1939. Persons holding a doctorate, of any nationality, are eligible for the competition. The prize is a personal
research stipend in the amount of PLN 90,000 for a period
of 12 months.
The winner is selected by the award committee composed of:
—— Prof. Rémi Brague, University of Munich and Panthéon-Sorbonne University, Paris
—— Prof. Wolf Lepenies, Free University of Berlin
—— Prof. Mark Lilla, Columbia University, New York
—— Sir Noel Malcolm, All Souls College, Oxford
—— Prof. Steven Nadler, University of Wisconsin–Madison
—— Prof. Bogdan Szlachta, Jagiellonian University, Kraków
—— Prof. Karol Tarnowski, Jagiellonian University and Pontifical University of John Paul II, Kraków.
The competition procedure is divided into two stages.
In the first stage, scholars are invited personally by the

award committee to nominate candidates (self-nominations are not considered). In the second stage, the
award committee invites the nominated candidates to
file a competition application including a description of
their research accomplishments and research plans for
the next 12 months. The applications are evaluated, and
the most important criteria are the candidate’s scholarly
achievements and immediate research plans. A condition
for award of the fellowship is the intention of continuing
research on the history of medieval and modern philosophy up to 1939.
The first competition was decided in 2016. The winner was
Dr Dmitri Levitin from the University of Oxford, an historian
of ideas and historian of philosophy. The award ceremony
will be held on 25 October 2016 at the University of Warsaw.
Future competitions will be held every two years.

F O U N D AT I O N
PROGRAMMES
Ongoing programmes
– without new
competitions
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TEAM PROGRAMME
( I N N O V AT I V E E CO N O M Y O P )
The aim of this programme was to increase young scientists’ involvement in research work conducted by the best
teams at the best research laboratories in Poland. The
TEAM programme supported projects involving undergraduates, PhD students and postdocs.

In 2015 applications were no longer being accepted for the
TEAM programme. Funding was awarded to a total of 73
projects selected in 2008–2012. Through the end of 2015
more than 1,100 stipend recipients had taken part in these
projects.

VENTURES PROGRAMME
This programme was targeted to undergraduates, graduates and PhD students, as well as research units conducting
work leading to master’s theses or doctoral dissertations,
and scientific institutions employing graduates holding
master’s degrees in research/teaching or research/technical positions. The aim of the programme was to stimulate
pro-business and pro-innovation attitudes among young

scientists, interest in scientific work and increased attractiveness of science careers in Poland.
In 2015 applications for the VENTURES programme were
no longer being accepted. Funding was provided for 91
projects selected in 2008–2012.

HOMING PLUS PROGRAMME
The aim of this programme was to encourage young Polish scientists abroad to return to Poland and to encourage
foreign scientists to pursue postdoctoral fellowships in
Poland.

In 2015 applications were no longer being accepted in
the HOMING PLUS programme. Funding was provided for
a total of 117 projects selected in 2010–2014, involving
over 330 stipend recipients through the end of 2015.
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PA R E N T- B R I D G E
PROGRAMME
Return grants
The aim of this programme was to enable the best scientists bringing up small children to return to research work.
In 2015 applications were no longer being accepted for the
PARENT-BRIDGE programme.

Funding was awarded to 101 projects selected in 2010–
2014, in which over 230 stipend recipients participated
through the end of 2015.

I N T E R N AT I O N A L
P H D P R OJ E CTS
This programme was addressed to scientific consortia of
at least one Polish institution and at least one foreign institution carrying out common PhD projects. The objective
of the programme was to raise the level of research carried out in Poland by young scientists during preparation
of their PhD dissertations and to intensify international
cooperation by Polish research units.

In 2015 applications were no longer being accepted in
the International PhD Projects programme. Funding was
awarded to 22 projects selected in 2008–2010. Through the
end of 2015, 330 stipend recipients participated in these
projects and nearly 200 doctorates were awarded for projects pursued through the programme.

WELCOME PROGRAMME
The objective of this programme was to support projects
carried out by distinguished foreign researchers creating
research teams at Polish institutions. The programme was
also addressed to Polish scientists returning from a stay
abroad.

In 2015 applications were no longer being accepted in the
WELCOME programme. Funding was awarded to 11 projects selected in 2008–2011, which 212 stipend recipients
participated in through the end of 2015.
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FOCUS PROGRAMME
Establishing new research groups

The aim of this programme was to support young researchers with significant, recognized scientific achievements,
and in particular to enable them to build their own
research teams. The Foundation’s support in this programme enabled scientists to develop new, original, promising and important directions in their research, as well as

assisting them in the initial stages of building their own
research team.
In 2015 applications were no longer being accepted in the
FOCUS programme. Funding was provided in 2015 for 10
projects selected in 2009–2013.

IDEAS FOR POLAND
PROGRAMME
This programme was launched in 2009. Its objective is to
encourage young researchers from Poland and abroad
to apply for prestigious ERC Starting Grants. Programme
beneficiaries receive a research stipend and subsidies for
projects pursued at Polish research units.
Starting from November 2015, in connection with the
launch of the Bonuses on the Horizon programme
announced by the Ministry of Science and Higher Educa-

tion, the Foundation will no longer consider applications
for the programme by winners of competitions conducted
by the European Research Council in the Horizon 2020
programme. Only recipients of ERC Starting Grants in the
EU’s 7th Framework Programme will be eligible to apply
for supplementary funding.
No calls for applications were announced in 2015.

F O U N D AT I O N
PROGRAMMES
Publications
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MONOGRAPHS
PROGRAMME

The aim of this programme is to publish a series of outstanding monographs in the humanities and social
sciences. Winners in the MONOGRAPHS programme can
also apply for financing of a translation of their book into
a selected conference language.
Competitions have been held continually since 1994. Every
year about 10 new titles are published. About 10% of candidates are successful in obtaining a grant for publication of
their book. In 2015, 9 new titles were sent to press. A total
of 187 titles were published through the end of 2015.
In 2015 nearly PLN 523,000 was spent on publishing monographs and nearly PLN 32,000 on translations.
In 2015 Polish Radio 2 broadcast programmes devoted
to selected titles from the series. Moreover, the Nicolaus
Copernicus University Press in Toruń is continuing the

project of digitization and reissuing of titles published in
the FNP MONOGRAPHS series in prior years but now out of
print. Through the end of 2015 31 titles were published in
the Res Humanae series. Electronic versions of these books
are progressively being made available in their entirety at
www.fnp.org.pl/monografie in open-access format.
In the first half of 2015, five professors participated in the
work of the Publishing Council: Marek Ziółkowski (chair),
Tomasz Kizwalter (vice chair), Andrzej Borowski, Szymon
Wróbel and Antoni Ziemba.
With the resignation of the previous chair Prof. Marek
Ziółkowski, a new member was appointed, Prof. Michał
Buchowski, who participated in the last session of the
council in 2015. Prof. Tomasz Kizwalter was named as the
new chair and Prof. Szymon Wróbel as the new vice chair.

2015 COMPETITIONS
COMPETITIONS HELD

4

CANDIDATES

103

WORKS ADMITTED TO PUBLICATION IN THE SERIES

9

TRANSLATIONS INTO FOREIGN LANGUAGES FUNDED

1

REVIEWERS AND EXPERTS

75

FUNDING AWARDED

PLN 555,000
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WINNERS IN THE FNP MONOGRAPHS PROGRAMME IN 2015
WINNER

FIELD

INSTITUTION

TITLE OF BOOK

Dr Paweł
Majewski

cultural
studies

University of
Warsaw

Tekstualizacja doświadczenia. Studia o piśmiennictwie greckim
(Textualization of Experience: Studies on Greek Writing)

Dr Ewa
Skwara

Classics

Adam Mickiewicz
University, Poznań

Komedia według Terencjusza (Comedy According to Terence)

Dr Anna
Mach

literary
studies

University of
Warsaw

Świadkowie świadectw. Postpamięć Zagłady w polskiej literaturze
najnowszej (Witnesses of Witness: Aftermemory of the Holocaust in
Recent Polish Literature)

Prof. Karol
Myśliwiec

archaeology

Institute of
Mediterranean and
Oriental Cultures,
Polish Academy of
Sciences

W cieniu Dżesera – badania polskich archeologów w Sakkarze (In
Djoser’s Shadow: Studies by Polish Archaeologists in Sakkara)

Prof. Józef
Piórczyński

philosophy

University of Łódź

Spór o panteizm. Droga Spinozy do filozofii i kultury niemieckiej
(The Dispute over Pantheism: Spinoza’s Path to Philosophy and
German Culture)

Prof. Michał
Tymowski

history

University of
Warsaw

Europejczycy i Afrykanie – wzajemne odkrycia i pierwsze kontakty
(Europeans and Africans: Mutual Discoveries and First Contacts)

Dr Filip
Doroszewski

literary
studies

Stefan Cardinal
Wyszyński
University, Warsaw

Orgie słów. Terminologia misteriów w „Parafrazie Ewangelii wg św.
Jana” Nonnosa z Panopolis (Orgies of Words: Terminology of the
Mysteries in Nonnus of Panopolis’ Paraphrase of the Gospel of John)

Dr
Małgorzata
Pawłowska

musicology

Kraków Academy of
Music

Muzyczne narracje o kochankach z Werony. Wprowadzenie do
narratologii muzycznej (Musical Narratives of the Lovers from
Verona: An Introduction to Musical Narratology)

Dr Wojciech
Ryczek

literary
studies

Jagiellonian
University, Kraków

Antystrofa dialektyki. Teoria retoryczna Bartłomieja Keckermanna
(Antistrophe of Dialectic: The Rhetorical Theory of Bartholomäus
Keckermann)

G R A N T S F O R T R A N S L AT I O N O F B O O K S A W A R D E D I N 2 0 1 5
FIELD

INSTITUTION

TITLE OF BOOK

Prof. Renata
Ziemińska

philosophy

University of
Szczecin

Historia sceptycyzmu. W poszukiwaniu spójności (History of
Scepticism: In Search of Consistency)

Ewa Skwara
Komedia według Terencjusza

W Y D AW N I C T W O N A U K O W E

W Y D AW N I C T W O N A U K O W E

UNIWERSY TE TU MIKOŁ AJA KOPERNIK A

U N I W E R S Y T E T U M I K O Ł A J A K O P E RN I K A

Mono g r a f ie F N P

„Autor próbuje odpowiedzieć na dwa pytania. Po pierwsze, w jaki dokładnie
sposób przebiegała recepcja myśli Spinozy w Niemczech w ostatnich
dziesięcioleciach XVIII w., po drugie zaś, jaki wpływ miała ona na przemiany
filozofii niemieckiej tego okresu. Obie kwestie można bez wahania
określić jako fundamentalne dla rozumienia sytuacji, która zaistniała
w filozofii niemieckiej u schyłku epoki oświecenia i z której wyrósł idealizm
niemiecki – myśl z jednej strony wieńcząca niemieckie oświecenie, z drugiej
zaś otwierająca nowe, już ściśle współczesne perspektywy w filozofii.
Z uwagi na to, że klasyczna filozofia niemiecka należy do najważniejszych
źródeł myśli współczesnej, wartość książki Józefa Piórczyńskiego
nie sprowadza się do czysto historycznego sprawozdania z pewnego
interesującego epizodu w dziejach myśli niemieckiej XVIII stulecia, lecz
polega nadto na dostarczeniu pewnych istotnych wątków pozwalających
lepiej zrozumieć szereg faktów, które zaważyły na tym, czym stała się
filozofia niemiecka na przełomie XVIII i XIX w., i które wciąż do pewnego
stopnia określają horyzonty współczesnego myślenia. Praca ma zatem
również znaczenie stricte filozoficzne” (fragment recenzji wydawniczej).

Józef Piórczyński
Spór o panteizm

Paweł Majewski

Tekstualizacja doświadczenia

Spór, w którym głównymi antagonistami byli Jacobi i Mendelssohn,
dotyczył pierwotnie tego, czy Lessing był spinozystą. Usiłowania
rozstrzygnięcia tej kwestii prowadziły z natury rzeczy do zasadniczego sporu
o filozofię Spinozy. Najpierw dyskusja między Mendelssohnem a Jacobim
przebiegała w formie listów i rozpraw przekazywanych sobie nawzajem.
Z chwilą publikacji tekstów Jacobiego O nauce Spinozy w listach do Pana
Mojżesza Mendelssohna spór staje się publiczny, uruchamiając świadomość
i podświadomość niemiecką zakorzenioną w panteizmie i angażując
„całe uczone i lubujące się w estetyzmie Niemcy” (M. Grunwald, XIX w.).

Mono g r a f ie F N P

Terencjusz – podstawowa lektura szkolna całej starożytności, Józef Piórczyński
średniowiecza, odrodzenia; źródło inspiracji dla komedii chrześcijańskiej,
(studiował filozofię
teatrów konwiktowych, dramy mieszczańskiej; wzór eleganckiejiłaciny
psychologię na
w jej kolokwialnym rejestrze; skarbnica sentencji…
Uniwersytecie
Terencjusz stał się tak popularny, że przestał interesować badaczy,
Warszawskim, pracował
wydawało się bowiem, że nie można już nic powiedzieć, co nie zostałoby
na Uniwersytecie
powiedziane wcześniej.
Łódzkim) jest badaczem
A jednak ostatnie dwie dekady przyniosły prawdziwy renesans
niemieckiej myśli
w badaniach nad tym poetą, a w konsekwencjifilozoficznej
nowe, niekiedy
zaskakujące
i filozoficzno-religijnej.
odczytanie jego komedii. Nawet skąpe informacje
o życiu
i walce
Pierwsze
dwie
jego prace dotyczą nauki
o scenę zyskały w tym świetle odmienne niż dotąd
oblicze. mistyka
Oddawana
największego
świata Jakuba
do rąk czytelnika monografia stara się zaprezentować
to spektrum
Böhmegocałe
(Absolut,
człowiek, świat,
interpretacji wraz z propozycjami autorki. Warszawa 1991) oraz nauki Eckharta
Terencjusza najbardziej interesuje człowiek,(Mistrz
jego osobowość,
charakter,
Eckhart. Mistyka
jako filozofia,
zalety i przywary, ale także reakcje na uwikłanie
w codzienne
i niecodzienne
Wrocław
1997), który
wywarł i ciągle
problemy. Nie bez powodu mówi się, że każdawywiera
ze sztukwpływ
to wnikliwe
studium
na dzieje
filozofii, religii
psychologiczne. Dlatego monografia najwięceji miejsca
poświęca
temuniemieckiej.
duchowości
nie tylko
właśnie zagadnieniu.
Filozofia wolności Schellinga, której
Stara się także pokazać, że Terencjusz nawet
nie próbuje
konkurować
poświęcona
jest
następna rozprawa
ze swoim poprzednikiem – Plautem, nie pociąga
go powielanie
(Wolność
człowiekaschematów
i Bóg, Warszawa
fabularnych, a jedynie ich przetwarzanie. Wyraźnie
chcepodstawowym
1999), widać,
wyrastażewnie
swoim
naśladować, przeciwnie – ucieka od ustanowionego
przez
PlautaBöhmego
wzorca, o naturze
projekcie
z nauki
szukając dla siebie nowych, bo zmodyfikowanych,
zgranych
jużjak ta ostatnia
i złu.form
Dalsze
rozprawy,
motywów.
książka, mieszczą się w ramach filozofii
Monografia weryfikuje także dotychczasowe
ustaleniadrugiej
w dziedzinie
niemieckiej
połowy XVIII i początku
języka i metryki. Podkreśla, że sztuki Terencjusza
pełne
są
barwnej
XIX wieku: Pierwszy egzystencjalista.
metaforyki, nie stronią od obscenicznych skojarzeń,
nie mówią
Filozofiapostaci
absolutnej
skończoności Fryderyka
tak samo, a wykorzystane metra w specyficzny
sposób wspierają
Jacobiego
(Wrocław fabułę
2006), Spór o rzeczy
oraz wzmacniają wizerunki bohaterów.
boskie (między Jacobim a Schellingiem,
Nowa monografia to nowe oblicze Terencjusza.
Łódź 2012) oraz prezentowana
praca o sporze o spinozyzm.

Ewa Skwara
Komedia według Terencjusza

Mono g r a f ie F N P

Paweł Majewski
Tekstualizacja doświadczenia

su procesów,
które
Ewa
Skwara –
” charakterystycznego
latynista, literaturo, Archimedesa,
znawca, tłumacz.
ążki chce wykazać,
Zajmuje się teatrem
ekstu” w nauce
antycznym i jego
lacji między
szeroko pojętą recepcją,
ltat konkretnych
uwzględniającą także
operę i film. Jej pracom
ym nad komedią rzymską
szą obszernie komentowane
dy sztuk Plauta i Terencjusza,
kolei inspirują ją do podejmowania
i związanej z teorią przekładu.
u zainteresowań pozostaje także
dniowieczny i renesansowy, a poza
ą również inne dzieła posługujące
zmem jako kategorią estetyczną
kochania Owidiusza). Laureatka
ów o granty badawcze i stypendia
e, uhonorowana nagrodą
znika „Literatura na Świecie”
pszy przekład poezji (Komedie
2003). Autorka książek: Plaut
usz w polskiej komedii oświeceniowej
Historia komedii rzymskiej (2001),
darzenie w drodze na forum
utorstwo, 2009). Przekłady:
omedie (t. 1–3, 2002–2004),
usz, Komedie (t. 1–2, 2005–2006),
z, Sztuka kochania (2008).

WINNER

Józef Piórczyński

Spór o panteizm
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PUBLISHING
P R OJ E CTS
The programme provided funding for Origines Polonorum,
a series of archaeological monographs written as part of
the research programme Ziemie polskie na przełomie tysiącleci (Poland at the Turn of the Millennia).
The 8th volume in the series, Gród i zamek w Międzyrzeczu
w wiekach IX–XIV (The Town and Castle of Międzyrzecz in the
9th to 14th Centuries), edited by Stanisław Kurnatowski,
was published in 2015.

When the Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology of the
Polish Academy of Sciences won funding for publication
of the remaining volumes in this series under the National
Programme for Development of the Humanities, the Foundation ended its participation in implementation of this
project.

F O U N D AT I O N
PROGRAMMES
O T H E R F N P I N I T I AT I V E S
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S K I L LS P R OJ E CT

Implementation of the 5-year SKILLS project came to an
end in December 2015. The aim of the SKILLS project was
to improve the competencies of R&D workers and doctoral students in management of research projects and
research teams, entrepreneurship and commercialization
of research results, as well as scientific communications
and dissemination of research.
The SKILLS project was targeted to:
—— Scientific staff residing in Poland and employed at
research units based in Poland
—— PhD students at Polish research units
—— Graduates within 12 months after obtaining their PhD.
A total of 2,198 scientists took part in the SKILLS project.
Over 35% of them had previously participated in other
programmes of the Foundation for Polish Science, but for
the rest of them it was their first contact with FNP. Women
predominated among the participants (about 56%). The
most numerous group among SKILLS participants were
from the biomedical sciences (18.9%), and the technical
sciences (18.0%) and chemical sciences (15.3%) were also
well-represented. Young people also predominated, with
most of the participants between age 25 and 40, with an

average age of 33.5 years. The largest group of participants
held a PhD (55%) or had recently completed their master’s
degree (35%). During the course of the SKILLS project, 75
individuals earned their doctorate, 32 earned a postdoctoral degree, and 5 were named professors.
An evaluation conducted in the last quarter of 2015 showed
that the entire project was very well received by the scientific community, and the specific elements of the project
were highly rated by the participants.
Nearly all of the participants in the SKILLS project stated
that participation in the project had a positive impact on
their scientific career and they would recommend it to
their colleagues from the research community. A clear
majority of respondents regarded the project as unique,
with no other programme like it in Poland.
The SKILLS project was supported with European Union
funds via the European Social Fund (Human Capital Operational Programme, Measure 4.2, “Developing staff qualifications in the R&D sector and increasing the awareness of
the role of science in economic growth”).

In 2015 the following programmes were carried out as part of the SKILLS project:

SKILLS PROJECT/TRAINING
Training was one of the fundamental elements of the
SKILLS project. The Foundation offered training to improve
skills for the management of scientific research, training in
technology transfer and entrepreneurship, and workshops
on science communication and popularization of science.

Over the course of 5 years 241 training events were held for
3,585 participants. The training was conducted by experienced trainers, carefully selected by the Foundation and
in most cases from outside Poland.

D R M A G D A L E N A G Ó R E C K A , winner in the 4th INTER competition
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SKILLS PROJECT/INTER PROGRAMME

Competition for popularization of interdisciplinary research
The goal of the INTER programme was to promote interdisciplinary research and develop skills in popularization
of science. The competition consisted of preparation and
presentation of an original interdisciplinary scientific project before a live audience.
The winners received PLN 120,000 (1st prize), PLN 100,000
(2nd prize), and PLN 80,000 (3rd prize). Each prize was made

up of two parts: 80% was a grant for carrying out the winning research project and 20% was a personal stipend for
the winner.
The programme was addressed to participants in the
SKILLS project (PhD students, postdocs up to 6 years after
obtaining their doctorate, and graduates of doctoral studies within 12 months from obtaining their doctorate).

SKILLS PROJECT/IMPULS PROGRAMME

Competition for the best innovative idea and research concept with commercial potential
The aim of the IMPULS programme was to promote
applied research and develop scientists’ skills related to
commercialization of R&D results. The winners received
PLN 120,000 (1st prize), PLN 100,000 (2nd prize) and PLN
80,000 (3rd prize). Each prize was made up of two parts:
80% was a grant for carrying out the winning research pro-

ject and 20% was a personal stipend for the winner. The
programme was addressed to participants in the SKILLS
project (scientific staff at Polish research units, PhD students and graduates of doctoral studies within 12 months
after obtaining their doctorate).

SKILLS PROJECT/ENGAGE PROGRAMME

Competition for innovative popularization projects
The objective of the eNgage programme was to develop
skills in science popularization or presentation of scientific
research results for non-scientists, particularly young people and undergraduates. The competition encompassed all
fields of science, and the winners received a prize of up to

PLN 45,000, made up of a grant for the project (80%) and
an individual stipend (20%). The competition was targeted
to participants in the SKILLS project (PhD students and scientific staff of Polish research units).

SKILLS PROJECT/FNP INTERNSHIPS

Competition to fund internships at a foreign university or company
In the FNP Internships programme, participants had the
opportunity to improve their skills in research project management, research team management, interdisciplinary
collaboration or commercialization of research results at
a foreign institution or firm. The programme was open to:
—— Scientific staff residing in Poland and employed at
a research unit based in Poland
—— PhD students at a Polish institution, residing in Poland

—— Graduates of PhD programmes within 12 months after
obtaining their doctorate.
The internships lasted from 1 to 6 months. The winners
received a living allowance (depending on the country,
with a base amount of EUR 1,555 per month), a monthly
travel allowance of EUR 600 and overhead costs (in the
case of research institutions) of up to EUR 650 per month.

W A N D A N I E M Y S K A , winner in the 5th INTER competition

D R R O B E R T M Y S Ł A J E K , winner in the 5th INTER programme
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SKILLS PROJECT/MENTORING PROGRAMME AND MENTORING PROGRAMME—COACHING MODULE
This programme’s aim was to enable young scientists
working in Poland to make contacts and gain mentors
among experienced scientists, from Poland or abroad,
with recognized research achievements. The programme
encouraged one-to-one mentoring. Applications were
accepted on a rolling basis, and new participants were
admitted every quarter. The mentor and mentee worked
together to develop and then implement a programme
lasting 6–12 months, setting concrete goals relevant to
the professional career of the mentee.
In 2015, 161 meetings were held with mentors. Over the
entire life of the programme, 103 winners held 343 meetings with mentors from Poland and abroad.

of this module was to provide support to young scientists
in tackling professional challenges and moving forward
across successive stages of their scientific career, in terms
of decision-making and problem-solving in their work.
Researchers selected for the programme participated in
3 to 6 coaching sessions of 90–120 minutes each. The sessions with a qualified coach were held an average of once
per month at a time scheduled by the participants. Notably, the Foundation was the first institution in Poland to
attempt to employ professional coaching in the research
community—a tool previously associated mainly with the
business world. In the programme, FNP cooperated with
professional coaches. In 2015, 179 coaching sessions were
held. Over the life of the programme, a total of 33 researchers were involved in 193 coaching sessions.

From July 2014 a COACHING module was also conducted
as part of the FNP MENTORING programme. The objective

SKILLS PROJECT/PROGRAMME OFFICERS ACADEMY
As part of the SKILLS project, the Foundation developed
a unique training programme for staff of institutions funding research in Poland: the Programme Officers Academy.
The objective of the Academy was to improve skills in
the management of grant and fellowship programmes
and strengthen cooperation among research programme
officers in Poland. In this programme, staff of the National
Science Centre and the National Centre for Research and
Development took part in training, seminars and workshops, as well as foreign study trips and internships, where
they visited dozens of research funding institutions around
the world, such as the National Science Foundation and
the National Institutes of Health in the United States, and
the European Research Council. The agenda covered the
following topics: systems for evaluation and selection of
research projects to receive funding, science and higher
education and research policy in Poland and other coun-

tries, intellectual property, commercialization of research
results and transfer of technology, grant programme
management, monitoring and assessment, and ethics in
science.
The Academy offered training sessions, seminars and
workshops led by highly regarded experts from Poland
and abroad, international study visits to leading research
funding institutions abroad, and individual foreign internships at selected R&D institutions.
2015 was the fourth and final year for implementation of
the Programme Officers Academy. The 7th and last round
of applications for the programme was held, with 8 new
participants admitted to the Academy programme. There
were a total of 99 participants over the life of the Programme Officers Academy.
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PROGRAMME OFFICERS ACADEMY STUDY VISITS
COUNTRY

CITY

D AT E S

INSTITUTIONS VISITED

France

Paris

30 March –
2 April 2015

French Ministry of Higher Education and Research (MENESR), French
National Research Agency (ANR), National Centre for Scientific Research
(CNRS), Genethon, French National Association for Research and
Technology (ANRT), Thales Research Technology Centre (TRT Paris),
Pierre and Marie Curie University

Sweden

Stockholm,
Uppsala

25–29 May 2015

VINNOVA, Serendipity Innovations, Swedish Energy Agency (SEA),
Karolinska Institute, Startup People of Sweden (SUP46), Swedish
Foundation for Strategic Research (SSF), Uppsala University, Uppsala
Innovation Centre, Airwatergreen (UIC-supported company), KTH Royal
Institute of Technology

8–12 June 2015

Ministry of Economy and Competitiveness, Spanish Foundation
for Science and Technology (FECYT), Spanish National Research
Council (CSIC), Centre for the Development of Industrial Technology
(CDTI), CIEMAT, Fundación Ramón Areces, CERCA Institute, La Caixa
Foundation, International Centre for Numerical Methods in Engineering
(CIMNE), Institute for Research in Biomedicine (IRB Barcelona), ICREA

Spain

Madrid,
Barcelona

Ireland

Dublin

8–10 June 2015

Office of Science, Technology and Innovation, Science Foundation
Ireland, Enterprise Ireland, Knowledge Transfer Ireland, Irish
Universities Association, Research Council of Ireland, CRANN, Trinity
College Dublin, Science Gallery Dublin

Germany

Bonn

22–25 June 2015

Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF), German Research
Foundation (DFG), Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, Bonn Science
Shop, University of Bonn, Reifenhäuser REICOFIL GmbH & Co. KG,
Wissenschaftszentrum Bonn

UK

London,
Swindon

29 June – 1 July
2015

Research Councils UK, Wellcome Trust, University College London, Cell
Therapy Catapult

US

Washington

25 October – 1
November 2015

National Science Foundation, Georgetown University, National
Institutes of Health, NASA Goddard Space Flight Center, CRDF Global,
Activity for Innovation and Economic Growth

Germany

Berlin

4–6 November
2015

Einstein Foundation, German Research Foundation (DFG), Federal
Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF), Alexander von Humboldt
Foundation, German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), Leibniz
Association, Max Planck Society, Telekom Innovation Laboratories,
Technical University of Berlin, Humboldt University of Berlin, Institute
for Advanced Study Berlin

US

Boston

14–21 November
2015

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, MassChallenge, GEN3 Partners,
Harvard University, Massachusetts Technology Transfer Center, MIT–
Harvard Broad Institute

In 2015, an internal competition was held for individual
internships for the most outstanding Academy participants
at leading foreign research funding institutions.
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SKILLS PROJECT/MEETINGS OF SKILLS PROJECT PARTICIPANTS
The purpose of these meetings was for presentation of the
latest lines of research, exchange of ideas and knowhow,
and bonding among participants in the SKILLS project.
Eight meetings were held in 2015, with a total attendance
of 327. The meetings addressed such topics as evaluation

of programmes for supporting science, application of bibliometric methods in research on the effects of scientific
work, sources of funding for research in Poland, and conducting interdisciplinary research.

SKILLS PROJECT/CONFERENCES
These initiatives were supplemented by conferences organized by the Foundation on topics relevant to the research
community. Two such conferences were held in 2015.
The first conference, held on 20 November 2015 in Warsaw,
was entitled “Intersectoral Mobility of Researchers.” During
the conference, instruments were presented supporting
mobility, including those available in EU programmes,
as well as selected “industrial doctorate” programmes
successfully carried out in countries such as France and
Denmark. Methods for supporting cooperation between
science and business were also discussed, as well as the
need to launch programmes in Poland stimulating intersectoral mobility of researchers.

The second conference, “Skills for Modern Scientists,” was
held on 23–24 November 2015 in Warsaw and devoted to
the most important issues addressed by the Foundation in
the SKILLS project. Panel discussions during the conference
covered such issues as methods and tools for identifying the
best researchers and the best research projects, supporting
interdisciplinary research, commercialization of research
results, and technology transfer. Participants also debated
the relationship between science and society, referring to
concepts for responsible research and innovation as a possible response to challenges presented by potential conflicts
between scientific progress and important social values.
Careers in science and science administration were also
discussed at the conference. Nearly 200 people attended the
conference, including representatives of numerous foreign
institutions financing scientific research.
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R R I TO O LS P R OJ E CT

Since 2014 the Foundation for Polish Science has participated in implementation of RRI TOOLS, “a project to foster Responsible Research and Innovation for society, with
society.”
Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI) is a new
approach to the whole area of research and innovation, devoting attention to the way they are conducted
as well as their effects. It is also an approach that much
more extensively than before stresses the issue of shared
responsibility for research and innovation, formulating
challenges not only for researchers, but also for a broad
group of other people and institutions indirectly involved
or potentially affected by the results.
RRI TOOLS is being implemented by a consortium of 26
institutions covering European countries. The goal of the
project is creation of an accessible internet portal, RRI
Toolkit, not only enabling an understanding of the concept
of Responsible Research and Innovation, but first and foremost containing a comprehensive set of tools for implementing this concept. The portal will engage all actors
in the innovation process: researchers, decision-makers, educators, popularizers of science, and enterprises.
Launching of the portal will be accompanied by initiatives
to increase awareness and spread the concept of Responsible Research and Innovation.
The RRI Toolkit portal will offer features such as:
—— Inspiring practices

—— Manuals, guides and self-teaching tools, catalogues and
online databases
—— Presentations, reports, cross-sectional analyses and
European-wide research on RRI
—— Self-reflection tools, addressed mainly to individual
researchers, which they can use to check the degree to
which their activities or research projects are consistent
with the concept of RRI or its specific components, such
as openness in science, diversity and inclusion policy.
These resources will be supplemented by films and audiovisual materials presenting the concept of Responsible
Research and Innovation in an accessible way.
RRI Toolkit is designed among other things to assist in
planning research in a way that better reflects the society’s needs and expectations, without infringing on research
autonomy. The portal also contains a number of tools on
how to sensibly build into research activity—at the level
of individual researchers as well as scientific institution—
such issues as open access, diversity and inclusion, and
ethics. Finally, RRI Toolkit offers numerous examples of
model projects, programmes and initiatives in popular
science and education, actively engaging non-scientists.
The RRI Tools project receives funding from the European
Union’s 7th Framework Programme for Research, Technological Development, and Demonstration.
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F O U N D AT I O N ’ S
E V A LU AT I O N A C T I V I T Y

The most important evaluation activity of the Foundation
in 2015 included a bibliometric analysis of the accomplishments of FNP winners and an evaluation of the TEAM and
WELCOME programmes.
The first study, financed by the European Union through
the European Social Fund (Human Capital Operational
Programme, Priority IV Higher education and science,
Measure 4.2 Development of the qualifications of staff of
the R&D system and growth in awareness of the role of science in economic development), was intended to identify
strengths and weaknesses of Polish science and to evaluate the opportunities for growth of scientific careers in
Poland in specific fields of science. The immediate goal of
the study was:
• Evaluation of the achievements of FNP winners as compared to publications by researchers from Poland and
selected reference countries
• Analysis of the scientific initiative of Polish researchers
• Identification of strengths and weaknesses of Polish science based on measurable research results—mapping of
research fields in which Polish scientists (including FNP
winners) achieve the best results on a global scale
• Identification of current and potential networks of cooperation between researchers supported by the Foundation.
The study covered over 19,000 publications from 2002–
2012, representing the joint accomplishments of 543 winners in most of FNP’s programmes. These publications
were submitted to a thorough analysis of result and influence, and also according to research fields and the type

of cooperation. The study was conducted with respect
for the particular research and publication practices of
specific disciplines, and due to the reliability of the data
and the bibliometric methods it covered only work in the
exact sciences, natural sciences and technical sciences.
The study was entrusted to the Centre for Science and
Technology Studies at the University of Leiden.
The study confirmed the special place of FNP winners in
Polish science. Their combined output in 2002–2012 constituted 10% of the publications of all Polish researchers
during this period. Moreover, citations to articles by FNP
winners represented 23% of all citations to articles by Polish researchers, and 13% of the publications of FNP winners were found among the 10% of the top (most cited)
publications in their field, 2.5 times greater than the figure
for publications by all Polish researchers as a whole. On
average (accounting for the research field), publications
by Foundation recipients were cited twice as frequently
as publications of Polish researchers at large. Foundation recipients stand out for the high quality (number of
citations) of their research work not only in Poland but
in international terms, gaining 26% more citations than
would be expected in the given field worldwide. On average, publications by Foundation winners received more
citations than publications from countries such as France,
Germany, Israel and the EU28. The report from the study
is available at http://www.fnp.org.pl/en/o_fundacji/
ewaluacja-programow-fundacji/.
Another major assessment project in 2015 was the evaluation of projects implemented in the TEAM and WELCOME
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programmes. In 2008–2015 73 projects, lasting 2–4 years,
were funded in the TEAM programme for a total of PLN
150.9 million. The WELCOME programme enabled funding
(totalling PLN 63.2 million) of 11 projects lasting a minimum of 3 years. The deadline for completion of all the
projects was December 2015. The main purpose of the
evaluation of both programmes in the autumn of 2015
was to assess the scientific value of the funded projects
and their usefulness for the growth of young researchers.
This assessment was entrusted to a group of international
experts whose task was to answer the questions:
• To what extent did the projects prove important for
growth of the field of research involved?
• What is the influence of the funded projects on the scientific growth of the team leader (recipient) and other
participants in the research, particularly the members
of the funded team?
To ensure a competent assessment and expert discussion of the value of the funded projects, the projects were
divided into two thematic groups (life sciences, and exact
and technical sciences), for which experts in the appropriate research fields were selected. The assessments formulated by the two expert panels confirmed the high value
and great usefulness of both of the evaluated programmes.
The evaluation was made on the basis of the existing, relatively early results, and it may be expected that over the
next few years the completed projects will generate further
publications or implementations. The research realized in
both programmes was found by the panellists to be very
valuable in scientific terms and decidedly useful for the
development of young researchers. Most of the projects in
both programmes, according to the experts, place among
the leading studies conducted in the world or represent
quality above the average international level. The quality
of the research in the WELCOME programme was rated
particularly highly, as it is targeted to a narrower group of
scientists and has fewer recipients but offers significantly
greater funds and a longer period for implementation of
projects.

The projects that were rated worse, representing a scientific level below the international average (one WELCOME
project and 14 TEAM projects), were criticized by the
experts primarily for a lack of measurable effects. Reservations were asserted firstly for the lack of publications (or
patent applications) and secondly—perhaps to a greater
degree—for the poor quality of the submitted publications.
In the view of the experts, the tendency observed in some
of the projects to publish in journals playing only a modest role in scientific exchange not only speaks poorly of
the publication strategy of the recipients, but also raises
doubts as to the quality of the results generated.
The overall assessment of both programmes proved to be
very positive: the programmes were found unanimously
and unequivocally to be decisively worthy of funding.
According to the experts, they enable—either directly
(WELCOME) or indirectly (TEAM)—research to be conducted
in Poland by many excellent researchers who previously
worked abroad. As a result of each of the programmes,
teams were established in Poland pursuing research at
the highest level, or at a decent international level, which
increases the attractiveness of Poland as a location for
research work. The high quality of the research conducted,
combined with the advantageous financial conditions,
succeeded in attracting young researchers to Poland from
abroad and, to a greater degree, enabled young Polish
scientists to conduct research at a world-class level. The
operation of both programmes by the Foundation—from
the competitions and the evaluation of applications to the
open recruitment of team members by the winners, the
international cooperation, and the works they published—
has undoubtedly contributed to increasing the visibility of
Poland on the science map, according to the experts.
The experts also formulated a number of recommendations for conducting similar programmes in the future.
A summary of the examination is available at http://

www.fnp.org.pl/en/o_fundacji/ewaluacja-programow-fundacji/.
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FOUNDATION’S REVIEWERS
AND EXPERTS IN 2015
(POLISH AND INTERNATIONAL)
Pedro Abreu, Noam Adir, Javier Aizpurua, Jesper H. Andersen, Jaynie Louise Anderson, Susana Andrade, Peter
Arbo, Peter V. August, Bartosz Awianowicz, Pascale Ballet, Jacek Banaszkiewicz, Teresa Bardzińska-Bonenberg,
Sandor Batkai, Janetta Rebold Benton, Piotr Bering, Robert Blobaum, Daniel Boer, Hans Juergen Bömelburg,
Jerzy Marian Brzeziński, Silvia Bunge, Tadeusz Burczyński, David A. Case, Sebastiano Cataldo, Carlton M. Caves,
Agnieszka Chacińska, Andrzej Chojnowski, Robert Cialdini, Krzysztof M. Ciałowicz, Romana Cielątkowska, Maria
Anna Ciemerych-Litwinienko, Peter Clote, Richard Cogdell, Piers Coleman, Jean-Philippe Couderc, Onno Crasborn,
David Crowley, Michał Cyrański, Mikołaj Czajkowski, Serge Czajkowski, Marek Czyżewski, Tim Dant, Theodoor
D’haen, Benjamin Dietzek, Agnieszka Dobrzyń, Marek Domański, Josep Domingo-Ferrer, Peter Drummond, Wolfgang
Duer, Józef Dulak, John Duncan, David Dunning, Grzegorz Dziamski, Maria Celina Dzielska, Julian Eaton-Rye,
Michael Elliott, Karen Emmorey, Rudolf Faust, Bob Fennis, Tom Fisher, Markus Gabriel, Tadeusz Gadacz, Thomas
W. Gaehtgens, Charles Gale, Philip A. Gale, Natalia Garner, Richard Garratt, Piotr Garstecki, Jan Witold Gawęcki, Andre
Gerber, Krzysztof Giannopoulos, Miłosz Giersz, Anna Giza-Poleszczuk, Walter Glannon, Janina Gładziuk-Okopień,
Michael Göbel, Teodor Paweł Gotszalk, Henry Greely, Karol Grela, Jarosław Grobelny, Wojciech Grochala, Lucjan
Grochowski, Maciej Grochowski, Alexander Grosberg, John Gross, Stanisław Gruszczyński, Łukasz Gruszczyński,
Rosanna Guadagno, Tomasz Guzik, Ulrich Hansmann, Jan Hartman, Andrzej Hejmej, David J. Helfand, Jan HertrichWoleński, Dominique Heymann, Michał Horodecki, Glyn Humphreys, Sarah Hutton, Paweł Idziak, Andrzej Bogdan
Jajszczyk, Janusz R. Janeczek, Maria Jarymowicz, Jerzy Jarzębski, Tomasz Jasiński, Krystian Jażdżewski, Przemysław
Juszczyński, Tomasz Kapitaniak, Frank Kardes, Włodzimierz Kasprzak, Thomas DaCosta Kaufmann, Michael Kelly, Jan
Kieniewicz, Mike Kiledjian, Paweł Kisielow, Barbara Klich-Kluczewska, Jacek Kochanowski, Jeanette Kohl, Ryszard
Korona, Jacek Kossut, Jan Kotwica, Piotr Marian Kowalczyk, Stanisław Krajewski, Izabela Krejtz, Robert Krimmer,
Kazimierz Krzysztofek, George Kunos, Monika Agnieszka Kusiak, Marta Kwiatkowska, Eugeniusz Kwiatkowski, Alain
Laederach, Raymond Laflamme, Anna Małgorzata Landau-Czajka, Svend Erik Larsen, Piotr Laskowski, Małgorzata
Latałowa, Karen Leeder, Jacek Witold Leociak, Marcin Leonowicz, Marta Leśniakowska, Krzysztof Paweł Leśniewski,
Marek Lewandowski, Zdzisław Lichański, Christoph Lienau, Wolfgang Löscher, Sarah Lummis, Marek Łagosz, Mariola
Łaguna, Tomasz Łuczak, Paweł Łuków, Sebastian Maćkowski, Anna Malewska-Szałygin, Elżbieta Malinowska, Halina
Manikowska, Steven Mansbach, Jarosław Marszałek, Tomasz Maruszewski, David H. Mathews, Mark R. Mayford,
Sławomir Mazurek, Mieczysław Józef Mąkosza, Raphael Mechoulam, Andreas Meyer-Lindenberg, Marta Miączyńska,
Sergiusz Michalski, Kata Mlinarić-Majerski, Wojciech Młynarski, Brian C.J. Moore, Neville Morley, Axel H. E. Müller,
Michael Müller, Haruki Nakamura, David Nash, Samuel Newlands, Maciej Niedźwiecki, Dariusz Niedźwiedzki, William
Niven, Andrzej Niwiński, Andrzej Nowak, Piotr Nowak, Maria Nowakowska, Dominika Nowis, Marek Okólski, Mikołaj
Olszewski, Adam Opalski, Ulf Andersson Orom, Robin Osborne, Atsuhiro Osuka, Takaharu Otsuka, Tugrul Özel, Anna
Palusińska, Roberto Paolesse, Jacek Paśniczek, Kenny Paterson, Dorota Anna Pawlak, J. Michael Pearson, Włodzimierz
Karol Pessel, Jacek Jan Petelenz-Łukasiewicz, Paweł Pieniążek, Andrzej Pieńkos, Christophe Pierre, Henryk Pietras,
Grzegorz Pietrzyński, Robert Piłat, Tilman Plehn, Olga Płaszczewska, Marcin Poręba, Brian Porter-Szucs, Dorota
Probucka, Eugenia Prokop-Janiec, Adam Proń, Paweł Pyrzanowski, Roderic P. Quirk, Jacek Radwan, Lotar Edward
Rasiński, Bruno Robert, Malte Rolf, Marek Rosiak, Dariusz Rott, Giovanni Ruffini, Ulrike Salzner, Piotr Sankowski, Adam
Sawicki, Richard Scalettar, Kevin Schawinski, Michael Schillmeier, Wolfgang Schleich, Norbert Schwarz, Alessandro
Sette, Ken Shortman, Werner Sieghart, Adam C. Siepel, Erwin Sigel, Attila Sik, Peter Simons, Ryszard Smoleński,
Timothy Snyder, Abner Soffer, Marian Stala, Piotr Stalmaszczyk, Fritz Strack, Alicja Szastyńska-Siemion, Marek
Stanisław Szczepański, Tomasz Szlendak, Tadeusz Szubka, Zofia Szweykowska-Kulińska, Katarzyna Śledziewska,
Dariusz Śnieżko, Stuart Taberner, Michael F. Toney, Piotr Tryjanowski, Joanna Trylska, Jerzy Trzebiński, Robin Tucker,
Masahito Ueda, Werner Ulrich, Wacław Urbańczyk, Piotr Urbański, Daan van Aalten, Maria van der Schaar, Jacques
van der Vliet, Giuseppe Veltri, Nicole Vincent, Ryszard Vorbrich, Mike Watson, Aleksander Welfe, Michael Weller,
Christian Wendt, Marzenna Weresa, Marian Andrzej Wesoły, Robert West, Joachim Whaley, John Wilkins, Joern Wilms,
Ewa Maria Wipszycka-Bravo, Jerzy Wiśniewski, Cezary Wodziński, Maciej Wojtkowski, Lawrence Wolff, Adam Woźniak,
Józef Wróbel, Arkadiusz Wudarski, Christoph Wuelfing, Harald Wydra, Ofer Yizhar, Alexandre Zagoskin, Paweł Zajas,
Jolanta Zakrzewska-Czerwińska, Wojciech Załuski, Johannes Zanzinger, Michał Zatoń, Renata Ziemińska, Maria
Zmierczak, Fryderyk Andrzej Zoll, Hanna Magdalena Zowczak, Lei Zuo, Dorota Zygmuntowicz, Sławomir Jacek Żurek,
Tomasz Żylicz, Bogusław Żyłko.

ABRIDGED
FINANCIAL
I N F O R M AT I O N
AND INDEPENDENT
AUDITOR’S
OPINION

The complete report on the Foundations’s activity in 2015, drawn up in accordance
with the Minister of Justice’s ordinance of 8 May 2001 on the general scope of reports on the activity
of foundations (Journal of Laws No. 50 of 2001, item 529), has been submitted to the Minister of Science
and Higher Education.
Fulfilling the provisions of the Foundations Act of 6 April 1984 (Journal of Laws No. 21 of 1984,
item 97, as amended) and the Act on Public Benefit and Volunteer Work of 24 April 2003
(Journal of Laws No. 96 of 2003, item 873, as amended), the Foundation enables anyone interested
to access the complete report on the Foundation’s activity in 2015, which is available
at the Foundation’s offices at ul. Krasickiego 20/22, Warsaw.
The financial statements and merits report from the activity of this public benefit organization in 2015 are
published on the website http://opp.mpips.gov.pl under KRS 0000109744.
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BDO SP. Z O.O.
UL. POSTĘPU 12
02-676 WARSAW
AUTHORIZED AUDIT COMPANY NO. 3355

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S OPINION
O N S U M M A R Y F I N A N C I A L S TAT E M E N T S

FOR THE COUNCIL OF THE FOUNDATION FOR POLISH SCIENCE
The accompanying summary financial statements of the Foundation for Polish Science with its registered office in Warsaw, ul. Ignacego Krasickiego 20/22 (“the Foundation”), consisting of:
—— the balance sheet prepared as at 31 December 2015,
—— the profit and loss account for the period from 1 January to 31 December 2015,
—— the statement of changes in the statutory fund for the period from 1 January to 31 December 2015,
—— the statement of cash flows for the period from 1 January to 31 December 2015,
—— as well as the note on the methods used to prepare the summary financial statements,
are derived from the Foundation’s audited year-end financial statements for the period from 1 January to 31 December
2015 (“the Foundation’s Financial Statements”), prepared in accordance with the Accounting Act of 29 September 1994
(2013 Journal of Laws, item 330 with subsequent amendments), hereinafter referred to as “the Accounting Act”.
We performed the audit of the Foundation’s Financial Statements, based on which the summary financial statements
have been prepared, in accordance with:
1/ Chapter 7 of the Accounting Act,
2/ the auditing standards issued by the National Council of Certified Auditors in Poland.
On 15 March 2016 we expressed an unqualified opinion on the Foundation’s Financial Statements. The Foundation’s
Financial Statements, and the summary financial statements, do not reflect the effects of events that occurred subsequent to the date of our opinion on those financial statements.
The summary financial statements do not include all of the disclosures required by the Accounting Act. To fully understand the Foundation’s financial position as at 31 December 2015, its financial result for the period from 1 January to
31 December 2015, as well as the scope of our audit, it is necessary to read the Foundation’s Financial Statements along
with the audit opinion and report expressed thereon.
The Foundation’s Executive Board is responsible for the preparation of the summary financial statements in accordance
with the methods described in the note to the summary financial statements.
Our responsibility was to express an opinion on the summary financial statements based on our procedures, which were
conducted in accordance with International Standard on Auditing 810 “Engagements to Report on Summary Financial
Statements”.
In our opinion, the summary financial statements derived from the Foundation’s audited financial statements for the
period from 1 January to 31 December 2015 are consistent, in all material respects, with those financial statements, in
accordance with the methods described in the note to the summary financial statements.
Auditor in charge of the audit and of the preparation of the audit opinion:
Artur Staniszewski
Certified Auditor No. 9841
This document is a translation. The Polish original should be referred to in matters of interpretation.
Warsaw, 15 March 2016
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A B R I D G E D F I N A N C I A L I N F O R M AT I O N
A S AT 3 1 D E C E M B E R 2 0 1 5

This financial information contains the Foundation for Polish Science’s balance sheet as at 31 December 2015, income
statement, statement of changes in equity and cash flow statement for the year ended 31 December 2015 and has been
prepared on the basis of the Foundation’s audited annual financial statements prepared in accordance with the policies
specified in the Accounting Act of 29 September 1994 (uniform text – Journal of Laws of 2013, item 330 as amended).
The abridged financial information does not contain all of the disclosures required by the Accounting Act for full annual
financial statements and, therefore, in order to gain a full understanding of the Foundation’s financial position and its
results of operations as at and for the year ended 31 December 2015 the Foundation’s full financial statements, as well
as the independent registered auditor’s opinion and report on the said financial statements should be read.
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BALANCE SHEET
ASSETS (in thousand PLN)

31.12.2015

31.12.2014

23 129

24 305

Intangible assets

7

2

Other intangible assets

7

2

Tangible fixed assets

23 122

24 303

Fixed assets

23 114

24 303

4 440

4 681

15 672

16 198

2 408

2 667

595

756

8

0

288 409

344 378

106

46

Materials

12

14

Goods

94

32

Short-term receivables

720

788

Receivables from other entities

720

788

Trade receivables, due:

2

0

– within 12 months

2

0

Tax, subsidy, customs duty, social security and health insurance
and other benefits receivable

324

130

Other receivables

394

658

Short-term investments

287 527

343 498

Short-term financial assets

287 527

343 498

In other entities

280 134

294 342

41 893

50 009

238 241

244 333

Cash and cash equivalents

7 393

49 156

– cash in hand and at banks

2 106

26 428

– cash equivalents

5 287

22 728

56

46

311 538

368 683

Non-current assets

Land (including right to perpetual usufruct)
Buildings, offices, apartments, civil and marine engineering
facilities
Plant and machinery
Other fixed assets
Fixed assets under construction
Current assets
Inventories

– shares
– other securities

Short-term prepayments and deferred costs
TOTAL ASSETS
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BALANCE SHEET (cont.)
LIABILITIES AND EQUITY (in thousand PLN)

31.12.2015

31.12.2014

306 693

324 077

95 000

95 000

268 225

268 225

27 615

27 615

Accumulated losses

(66 763)

(50 369)

Net loss

(17 384)

(16 394)

Liabilities and provisions for liabilities

4 845

44 606

Provisions for liabilities

2 312

2 139

Provision for pensions and similar benefits

2 286

2 118

– long-term

1 149

991

– short-term

1 137

1 127

Other provisions

26

21

– short-term

26

21

Short-term liabilities

2 356

21 337

To other entities

2 351

21 336

0

16 838

Trade payables, due:

555

148

– within 12 months

555

148

1 560

3 807

20

29

216

514

5

1

Accruals and deferred income

177

21 130

Other accruals and deferred income

177

21 130

- short-term

177

21 130

311 538

368 683

Equity
Capital Fund
Statutory Fund
Reserve Fund

Other financial liabilities

Tax, customs duty, social security and other benefits payable
Wages and salaries payable
Other
Special Funds

TOTAL LIABILITIES
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INCOME
STATEMENT
(in thousand PLN)

2015

2014

Revenue from statutory activities

48 884

76 378

Non chargeable statutory activities

48 873

76 377

Other contributions

48 873

76 377

Chargeable statutory activities

11

1

Revenue from publishing activities

11

1

Costs of statutory activities

62 336

91 350

Costs of non-chargeable statutory activities

62 017

91 192

320

158

(13 453)

(14 972)

Administrative expenses

8 499

8 180

Depreciation and amortization

1 284

789

299

285

2 047

2 006

155

144

3 766

3 964

Social security and other benefits

664

707

Other costs by type

284

285

(21 952)

(23 152)

Other operating income

3

10

Other

3

10

Other operating expenses

356

417

Other

356

417

(22 305)

(23 559)

Financial income

7 026

11 997

Dividends and shares in profits

1 301

1 733

Interest income

4 262

5 605

133

4 049

0

0

Other

1 330

610

Financial expenses

2 084

4 811

123

146

1 883

4 593

78

72

Loss before tax on activities

(17 363)

(16 373)

Loss before tax

(17 363)

(16 373)

Costs of chargeable statutory activities
Loss on statutory activities

Consumption of materials and energy
External services
Taxes and charges
Wages and salaries

Loss on statutory and administrative activities

Operating loss

Gains on disposal of investments
Revaluation of investments

Interest expense
Revaluation of investments
Other

Income tax expense
Net loss

21

21

(17 384)

(16 394)
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STATEMENT OF CHANGES
IN EQUITY
(in thousand PLN)

2015

2014

324 078

341 869

Capital Fund at the beginning of the period

95 000

95 000

Capital Fund at the end of the period

95 000

95 000

Statutory Fund at the beginning of the period

268 225

268 225

Statutory Fund at the end of the period

268 225

268 225

Other Reserve Fund at the beginning of the period

27 615

27 615

Other Reserve Fund at the end of the period

27 615

27 615

Accumulated losses at the beginning of the period

(50 369)

(48 971)

– Increases/ decreases (due to)

(16 394)

(1 398)

– accumulated profit/losses brought forward to offset

(16 394)

(1 398)

Accumulated losses at the end of the period

(66 763)

(50 369)

Net loss

(17 384)

(16 394)

Net loss

(17 384)

(16 394)

Equity as at the end of the period

306 693

324 078

Equity, as adjusted for the proposed offset of loss

306 693

324 078

Equity as at the beginning of the period
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CASH FLOW STATEMENT
(in thousand PLN)

2015

2014

Cash flows from operating activities

(43 853)

(16 446)

Net loss

(17 384)

(16 394)

Total adjustments

(26 469)

(52)

1 284

789

(5 432)

(7 191)

Profit/Loss on financing activities

420

(58)

Changes in provisions

173

397

Changes in inventory

(60)

(31)

(8)

1 956

(1 884)

(2 726)

Changes in prepayments, accruals and deferred income

(20 962)

6 812

Net cash flows from operating activities

(43 853)

(16 446)

2 090

22 955

Cash inflows

464 944

887 515

From financial assets, including:

464 944

884 556

a) In other entities

464 944

884 556

– disposal of financial assets

459 512

877 365

– dividends and shares in profits

1 302

1 733

– interest received

4 130

5 458

-

-

(462 854)

(864 560)

(108)

(3 391)

On financial assets, including:

(462 746)

(861 169)

a) In other entities

(462 746)

(861 169)

– acquisition of financial assets

(462 746)

(861 169)

2 091

22 955

Net (decrease)/increase in cash and cash equivalents

(41 763)

6 510

Change in cash and cash equivalents in the balance sheet

(41 763)

6 510

49 156

42 646

7 393

49 156

5

1

Depreciation and amortization
Interest and shares in profits (dividends)

Changes in receivables
Changes in short-term liabilities, except for loans and credits

Cash flows from investing activities

Other inflows from investment activities
Cash outflows
Acquisition of intangible assets and tangible fixed assets

Net cash flows from investing activities

Cash and cash equivalents as at the beginning of the period
Cash and cash equivalents as at the end of the period, including:
– of restricted cash and cash equivalents

SUPPLEMENT
About our
beneficiaries,
initiatives and
projects
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F O U N D AT I O N A W A R D S
THE FNP PRIZE
F O R T H E 2 4 TH T I M E

For the 24th time the Foundation for Polish Science
has awarded the most important scientific honour
in Poland. Each of the three laureates will receive
PLN 200,000.
The prizes are awarded for special research accomplishments and scientific discoveries that “shift the boundaries
of cognition and open new research perspectives, make
an outstanding contribution to Poland’s civilizational and
cultural progress and assure Poland a significant place in
meeting the most ambitious challenges of the contemporary world.” Laureates are selected in four fields. This year
no award was given in life and earth sciences.

CHEMICAL AND MATERIAL SCIENCES
Prof. Stanisław Penczek
Centre for Molecular and Macromolecular Studies,
Polish Academy of Sciences, Łódź
for elaboration of the theory of ring-opening
polymerization and its use for synthesis of biodegradable polymers
He made his first discoveries in the field of ring-opening
polymerization in 1976. The theory he developed influences other fields of polymer chemistry and is found in
academic textbooks around the world. Penczek is regarded
as a global authority in this field. His research has led to
development of a technology for production of biodegradable polymers from renewable materials, with applications
in biomedicine (in long-acting drugs and production of
biodegradable stents).

MATHEMATICAL, PHYSICAL AND ENGINEERING
SCIENCES
Prof. Kazimierz Rzążewski
Centre for Theoretical Physics, Polish Academy of
Sciences, Warsaw
for discovery of the phenomenon of magnetostriction in ultracold gases with dipole forces
He made an innovative contribution to the growth of the
physics of atomic gases. He was the author of a groundbreaking publication in 2000 in which the phenomenon of
magnetostriction (changes in the shape and volume of the
atom cloud in connection with internal magnetic forces)
in ultracold dipolar gases was predicted for the first time.
This was subsequently confirmed in experiments.
He is now one of the most influential European researchers
in the field of quantum optics. His research is opening up
PROF. STANISŁAW PENCZEK
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new possibilities in the field of metrology—determination
of precise time and frequency.

In an essay entitled “The intelligentsia invented itself,” he
wrote:

HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
Prof. Jerzy Jedlicki
Tadeusz Manteuffel Institute of History of the Polish
Academy of Sciences, Warsaw
for fundamental studies on the phenomenon of the
intelligentsia as a social stratum and its role in modernization processes in Central & Eastern Europe

“The intelligentsia has conducted its own funeral many
times, but time and again it returns as a spectre. Or
as a myth? Call it a myth. Maybe such a myth, of a well
brought-up class, cultural, knowing foreign languages,
attached to its homeland and mindful of the public good,
is necessary for something. A class certainly not free from
weaknesses and errors, sometimes susceptible to dangerous utopias, but nonetheless with a built-in self-critical
homeostat. A class incapable of ridding itself of the archaic
belief that social obligations cannot be reduced to earning
money, and that there are behaviours that bring shame.
A class that looks and does not see everything separately,
and always has some doubts. A class that is not, because
it is divided by everything and held together by the devil
knows what.”

The award was given in recognition of the three-volume
work A History of the Polish Intelligentsia, the crowning
of many years of research on the history of the intelligentsia. This work is regarded as one of the most distinguished achievements of Polish historiography, particularly because of its combination of the perspective of
social history and the perspective of the history of ideas,
and because of its literary form. It is the first full study of
an issue of fundamental importance for knowledge and
understanding of the political and social history and culture of the post-partition epoch. This work stimulated the
launch of a broad and exceptionally lively new debate at
the centre and on the peripheries of the history of European modernization, as well as a new debate about the
Polish intelligentsia and its role during the Solidarity era
and thereafter.

PROF. KAZIMIERZ RZĄŻEWSKI

The influence of this and other works by Prof. Jerzy Jedlicki
reaches far beyond the borders of Poland, making him one
of the most inspiring historians of Europe.
Michał Rolecki
Translation of an article reprinted with the consent of Gazeta Wyborcza. Original title:
“Polskie Noble przyznane” (Polish Nobels awarded), Gazeta Wyborcza, 30 October 2015.

PROF. JERZY JEDLICKI
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CRYSTAL EXPERTS

The first winners of the Polish-American Scientific Award

If it had not been for their discoveries in the field of
crystallography, new treatments for illnesses such as
AIDS would not exist nowadays. Prof. Mariusz Jaskólski from Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań and Dr
Alexander Wlodawer from the National Cancer Institute
in the US are the first winners of the Polish-American
Scientific Award, which they officially received in Washington on 28 April 2016. Poles have mastered the art of
crystallography and are now among the world leaders
in that field, say the two scientists in an interview with
the Polska.pl portal.
Magdalena Majewska: Dr Alexander Wlodawer is called
the godfather of the Polish mafia of crystallographers.
Why do Polish people specialize in this field of study to
such an extent?
Dr Alexander Wlodawer: The “Polish mafia” was a humorous term coined by Ada Yonath, a Nobel laureate for her
work on the structure of ribosomes, i.e. complex biological “machines” made up of nucleic acids and over seventy types of proteins. She worked with Polish crystallographers in different locations across the world and she
finally reckoned it had to be some Polish mafia. Indeed,
many people of Polish descent living outside Poland are
involved in this field of study. I have been called the godfather simply because I am the oldest among them and may
well have been working longest in the field.
Prof. Mariusz Jaskólski: Although scattered throughout
the world, the Polish crystallographic community sticks
together, which is extraordinary considering some of our
national traits. They are successful because there has long
been a very good crystallography school in Poland and
a history of solid education in that field. Second, crystal-

lography combines multiple natural sciences, from physics to biology and medicine, with a large dose of maths,
and we are generally good at these fields. Third, biocrystallography is one of the most spectacularly developing
branches of science. So, if a bright person goes abroad and
looks for something fascinating in terms of science, he or
she is likely to end up in a crystallographic laboratory.
What does a crystallographer’s work consist in?
Dr Alexander Wlodawer: For the time being, it is mostly
a biologist’s work. Crystallographers have to know how to
isolate proteins or nucleic acids. Once they obtain these
pure biomolecules, they have to turn them into nice crystals, i.e. objects with three-dimensional protein structure
repeats. It is still more art than science as guaranteed methods of obtaining crystals have not been invented yet. When
complete, the crystals should be X-ray analyzed. Finally,
crystallographers should know what to do with all of that
and how to draw the right conclusions. This is a rather hard
field of research. We analyze how these bigger and bigger
complex biological “machines” such as ribosomes work; it
took Ada Yonath 25 years to work that out.
Why did you decide to become crystallographers?
Dr Alexander Wlodawer: I decided to become a scientist
when I was 4 years old because my mother worked as a scientist in the Nencki Institute and I was sort of an institute’s
child. When I visited the USA for the first time as a 16-yearold, I decided to become a scientist in America. I attended
a Red Cross youth convention. We were hosted by President Kennedy at the White House. I thought the States
would be a great place to take up my PhD studies, once
I graduated from the University of Warsaw. This meeting

Foundation for Polish Science Annual Report 2015

67

Supplement/Crystal experts

really worked out. The choice of people was not random,
either. Half of us got their PhDs in various fields. Ban Ki
Moon, the current secretary general of the United Nations,
attended that meeting as well. He then decided to become
a diplomat and has made the greatest career of us all.
I got accepted to a PhD programme in Los Angeles. Just
when I started, a new professor came to the university. He
was a very young, active and excellent lecturer and actually
it was he who encouraged me to take up crystallography. By
the way, Prof. David Eisenberg, who also has some Polish
roots, is still one of the world’s most outstanding scientists
in this field. I thus had a chance to learn from the best.
Prof. Mariusz Jaskólski: Crystallography was the most
interesting course I had when I studied chemistry in
Poland. It was taught by associate professor Zofia Kosturkiewicz. I realized that all our knowledge of the spatial
structure of chemical molecules is based on crystallography, which was a revelation to me and changed my per-

ception of chemistry. Moreover, in the crystallography lab
we would conduct very interesting experiments combining chemistry (crystallization) with physics (X-ray diffraction), mathematics (theory and calculations) and digital
machine programming, which was a real treat for a student
with a general thirst for knowledge in the 1970s. During my
studies, I started to work with Prof. Maciej Wiewiórowski,
an excellent chemist who taught me to understand crystal
and chemical molecule structures. Still, it was all crystallography of small chemical particles.
How did you two meet?
Prof. Mariusz Jaskólski: It was in autumn 1988, thanks to
Dr Wlodawer. I let myself be persuaded to go on my first
longer study visit abroad. Although I was going to a protein laboratory, I strongly believed I was a missionary of
small particles. I suddenly saw a whole new world in the
Crystallography Laboratory at the National Cancer Institute established by Dr Wlodawer. It was a world of mac-

DR ALEXANDER WLODAWER AND PROF. MARIUSZ JASKÓLSKI IN THE LAB
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romolecules made of not a few but thousands of atoms,
with structures that had to be analyzed not only to satisfy
academic curiosity, but to speed up the research on certain urgent problems on the borderland of biology and
medicine. No doubt it was Alex Wlodawer who helped me
become a macromolecular crystallographer.

virus into pieces and thus enable the virus to multiply in
the human body. The medicine holds back this process—
while proteins can still be produced, they cannot be cut
into the right pieces. Thus new viruses cannot be created
and the whole virus infection is stopped. After discovering
the protease structure of the HIV virus, we immediately
published our research results without trying to patent or
hide anything. Every pharmaceutical company had free
access to our results, and it is worth mentioning that at
that time all major companies were trying to figure out
what chemical compounds could stop this protein.

Dr Alexander Wlodawer: Mariusz Jaskólski came at the
time when our research on the protein structure of the HIV
virus had come to a standstill. His knowledge of pure crystallography turned out to be extremely useful. I was not
as experienced in crystallography as he. He, on the other
hand, did not have much experience in proteins, which was Prof. Mariusz Jaskólski: Even today, 30 years on, this is
a subject I knew more about. Complementary skills added a unique event. I think that openness, cooperation and
up to very much. He contributed to the accurate comple- mutual support are the key to genuine success in science
tion of the project and to the publication of its results in and to satisfaction from your achievements. As time goes
Science and Nature, the best scientific journals. It all hap- by, this satisfaction becomes more and more important to
pened in 1989, a year that was important
me. It all comes down to one sentence—
to both Poland and us.
We should remember that
people who would have been condemned
in the late 1980s the whole
to die, are still alive!
What was so groundbreaking about
world lived in fear of an AIDS
the discovery of the HIV virus protein
pandemic. Medicine was
What are you working on now?
structure?
helpless at that time. CrystalProf. Mariusz Jaskólski: I am still very
lographic research was the
interested in the structure of proteins
only flicker of hope. We had
Prof. Mariusz Jaskólski: We should
remember that in the late 1980s the
that could be used to treat illnesses. A few
to learn about the molecular
whole world lived in fear of an AIDS panyears ago, we resolved the protein strucarsenal of the HIV retrovirus
and design precision drugs
demic. Medicine was helpless at that time.
ture of a retrovirus attacking monkeys
that would attack the tarCrystallographic research was the only
(we got that protein from our colleagues
flicker of hope. We had to learn about the
in Prague). We managed to resolve this
get. It was a great challenge
structure with the help of internauts
molecular arsenal of the HIV retrovirus
although, to be honest, we
and design precision drugs that would
focused mostly on scientific
playing Foldit, a science computer game
attack the target. It was a great chaldeveloped by Prof. Baker’s team at Seattle
obstacles at first.
lenge although, to be honest, we focused
University. We are also launching a huge
mostly on scientific obstacles at first.
international project aimed at saving our
Interestingly, in Dr Wlodawer’s team, which also included antibiotic arsenal, which is becoming increasingly useless
Dr Maria Miller and Dr Mohana Rao, we used the protein of in the light of the spreading resistance of pathogenic bacRSV, a slightly different virus attacking poultry. It was a very teria. We also analyze plant enzymes that can be employed
good move by Dr Wlodawer, for it meant we did not have in leukaemia treatment. Generally speaking, I am more and
to obtain authentic biological material from HIV culture. more fascinated by the structure of plant proteins. These
The protein of the RSV virus turned out to be a very good are fantastic organisms with a great evolutionary success.
model of the HIV protein, whose structure we managed We can learn a lot from them. I devote a lot of my time to
to describe six months later anyway. Scientific openness, crystallographic methodology. I work on this area not only
Alexander Wlodawer’s motto, was essential in this race of with Dr Wlodawer, but also with my other distinguished
science against disease. We would constantly update drug colleagues, Zbyszek Dauter and Władek Minor. They both
design specialists on our research results. Thanks to that, work in the United States.
just seven years after our discovery, doctors had at their
disposal the first drugs—HIV protease inhibitors.
Dr Alexander Wlodawer: In my laboratory, we work on
proteins with anticancer properties. Together with MariDr Alexander Wlodawer: Protease of HIV protein can be usz Jaskólski, we look for methods to verify and possibly
compared to scissors that cut proteins produced by the HIV improve a huge number of protein structures we have
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gathered in the Protein Data Bank. Our theoretical work
will be helpful for all those who intend to use structural
information gathered by crystallography.
What does the Polish-American Scientific Award mean
to you?
Dr Alexander Wlodawer: We are glad our work has been
appreciated. It is even more important to us than it would
be as an individual achievement award. We have been
working together for 30 years now. There are not too many
rewards of this sort that recognize scientific collaboration.
Prof. Mariusz Jaskólski: If I were to mention the most significant aspect of this award, I would just say the appreciation of our collaborative work. Of course I am happy that
it is crystallography that has been recognized, particularly
considering that examples of excellent Polish-American
scientific cooperation exist in other fields as well.
The Polish-American Scientific Award is granted biennially by the Foundation for Polish Science and the American
Association for the Advancement of Science, the largest
scientific association in the world.
As Prof. Maciej Żylicz, president of the Foundation for Polish Science, explained to Polska.pl, “The idea behind the
award is to emphasize the significance of Polish-American
scientific cooperation and to show that it yields outstanding research achievements. We also hope that our laureates’ successes will inspire other researchers to establish
such cooperation as well.”

Prof. Mariusz Jaskólski studied chemistry at Adam
Mickiewicz University. He is a corresponding member of
the Polish Academy of Sciences, the European Molecular Biology Organization and Regia Societas Scientiarum
Upsaliensis (Sweden). In 1994, he founded the Centre for
Biocrystallographic Research at the Institute of Bioorganic Chemistry at Adam Mickiewicz University, the first
protein crystallography laboratory in Poland, which he
has headed ever since.
Dr Alexander Wlodawer studied physics at the University of Warsaw. He got his PhD in the field of molecular
biology in 1974 at the University of California, Los Angeles. Since 1987, he has worked at the National Cancer
Institute as chief of the Macromolecular Crystallography
Laboratory. He is also a foreign member of the Polish
Academy of Sciences, and a member of the American
Crystallographic Association and the American Society
for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology.
Interview by Magdalena Majewska
Article reprinted with the permission of Polska.pl, 28 April 2015
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AIM:
INDEPENDENCE
AND NON-SCIENTIFIC
SKILLS OF RESEARCHERS
FNP programmes implemented under the Innovative Economy Operational Programme
and the SKILLS project

Identifying a mutation responsible for the rapid progression of thyroid cancer, discovering unusual possibilities for reorganizing the human brain, developing
technologies for ultra-precise printing of a wide range
of nano-materials: these are just a few of the successes
Polish researchers have achieved with the help of the
Foundation for Polish Science. FNP supported these
projects with funds from the EU’s operational programmes Innovative Economy and Human Capital.

was development of a range of capabilities essential for
researchers. Over 2,000 people took part in training, mentoring and coaching, the INTER, IMPULS and eNgage programmes, and the Programme Officers Academy. According to Adam Zieliński, deputy director of the Programme
Division, “This project was founded on the assumption
that to be an effective, successful researcher, money is
not enough. It also requires skills in areas such as team
management and presentation of your research results.”

Poland implemented both of these operational programmes in 2007–2013 out of the European Union’s
structural funds. In the Innovative Economy programme,
enterprises and scientific institutions received funds for
ventures designed to increase the innovativeness of the
Polish economy, among other initiatives. In the Human
Capital programme, EU support was used to combat unemployment and to develop the competencies of workers.

Mission: Autonomy for young researchers

The Foundation for Polish Science implemented six programmes using funds from the Innovative Economy Operational Programme: VENTURES, TEAM, International PhD
Projects, WELCOME, PARENT-BRIDGE and HOMING PLUS.
In a total of 44 completed competitions, funding of nearly
PLN 410 million was delivered to 416 winners. According
to Michał Pietras, director of FNP’s Programme Division,
“One of the most important tasks was to create attractive
jobs for the most talented young researchers in Poland.”
The Foundation spent nearly PLN 35.5 million on implementation of the Human Capital Operational Programme.
This project was called SKILLS because the purpose

Ewelina Krajczyńska: The Foundation for Polish Science
has implemented a number of major programmes under
the Innovative Economy Operational Programme. What
are their measurable effects?
Michał Pietras, Director of the FNP Programme Division:
The measurable effect in the Innovative Economy Operational Programme is a total of 44 completed competitions
in which 416 winners received nearly PLN 410 million. The
greatest amount—over PLN 153 million—went to winners
in the TEAM programme for creation of their own research
teams. In 9 competitions there, we funded 73 applicants.
The best researchers in Poland applied in that programme,
achieving results exceeding international averages.
We funded the greatest number of winners in the HOMING PLUS programme. Thanks to that programme, 117
researchers previously working outside Poland conducted
research in our country, receiving a total of over PLN 33
million for this purpose. We held the greatest number of
competitions, 11, in the VENTURES programme, providing

71

Foundation for Polish Science Annual Report 2015
Supplement /Aim: independence and non-scientific skills of researchers

funding to 91 projects with commercial potential in that
programme. They received almost PLN 12 million.

in competitions conducted by FNP in the EU’s new
financial perspective?

In the International PhD Projects programme, we spent
over PLN 110 million to support 23 research units cooperating with a foreign partner to complete doctoral studies.
Over PLN 63 million went to the 11 winners in the WELCOME programme—distinguished foreign researchers
seeking to create research teams in Poland. And 101 scientists returning to research work following a period of
childrearing received over PLN 37 million in the POMOST/
PARENT-BRIDGE programme.

We did not succeed in achieving an adequate structural
effect. We expected this to result from combining outstanding people with major funding at one location. But
even if the winning team had excellent results, these
effects did not have much impact on their environment.
Another drawback was that the transfer of knowledge
remained outside our control, because it was up to the
research institutions that carried out the projects.

What goals and tasks does FNP seek to achieve through
implementation of these varied programmes?
One of the most important tasks was to create attractive
jobs for the most talented young researchers in Poland.
We wanted those standing on the threshold of independence—undergraduates, PhD students—to find good scientific mentorship and money to achieve autonomy and
realize their research plans, so that they would not have to
seek financing from other grants or work, or even in other
professions. We pursued this goal particularly through the
TEAM programme, creating positions for undergraduates,
PhD students and postdocs. Similar possibilities were
offered by the WELCOME and International PhD Projects
programmes.

This is why we now would like to improve the organizational culture at the locations where our grants are implemented. In the Smart Growth Operational Programme in
2014–2020, via selection of International Research Agendas, we want to finance entire research centres with a high
management culture. Moreover, through support for science/business projects, we want to expand the creation of
jobs for scientists to include the enterprise sector. After all,
researchers also have a role to play in private companies.
Can you point to researchers who achieved notable scientific successes thanks to their participation in an FNP
programme?

We were also striving to have Poland recognized around
the world as an attractive location for conducting research,
both for foreigners and for talented Poles working abroad.
This is why all applications had to be submitted in English.
The applications were always reviewed by a group of international experts. Because of the quality of the research
results they achieve, foreigners we managed to attract to
Poland for example in the WELCOME programme are having a positive impact on the position of Poland.
The overriding goal which all these programmes were
devoted to was that the proposals would have an applied
element. Although not all of the competitions were aimed
at implementations, they were designed to build an awareness among scientists that their research results can have
an impact on the economy. We stressed this explicitly in
the VENTURES programme, where it was necessary to have
a business partner interested in the results.
Was there anything in the realization of these programmes that fell short of FNP’s expectations? Can the
conclusions drawn from these programmes be applied
MICHAŁ PIETRAS, Director of the FNP Programme Division
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The best scientists and their ideas for research, combined
with the funding we could offer, were a clear recipe for
success. We have supported a wide range of research projects. Dr Dorota Rosińska of the University of Zielona Góra,
a winner in the POMOST/PARENT-BRIDGE programme, was
a member of a research team that proved the existence
of gravitational waves predicted by Albert Einstein. Prof.
Krystian Jażdżewski from the Medical University of Warsaw, a winner in the TEAM programme, discovered a mutation responsible for the severity of thyroid cancer and
created genetic tests with practical applications in treatment. One of the winners of the WELCOME programme,
Prof. Agnieszka Chacińska from the International Institute
of Molecular and Cell Biology, discovered a mechanism
protecting cells against the effects of flawed transport of
proteins to mitochondria, which could lead to an understanding of processes of neurodegeneration for example in
the course of Parkinson’s or Alzheimer’s. Dr Marcin Szwed
of Jagiellonian University, a winner in the HOMING PLUS
programme, showed that sighted people who learned to
read Braille as adults experience activation not only of the
cerebral cortex responsible for stimuli of touch, but also
the visual cortex, demonstrating powerful reorganization
of the brain.
Interview with Michał Pietras conducted
by Ewelina Krajczyńska

FNP TEAM RESPONSIBLE FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF IE OP PROGRAMMES

PROF. AGNIESZKA CHACIŃSKA, winner of the WELCOME programme

“Mitochondria act like powerhouses. When powerhouses do
not function, cities and countries cannot grow and develop.
That’s what happens in the organism when defects in mitochondria lead to serious consequences due to shortages of
energy, and their secondary consequences. Mitochondrial
illnesses affect the tissues that are the most dependent on the
production of energy: the muscles, the heart, and the brain.”
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DR MARCIN SZWED, winner of the HOMING PLUS programme

“My research helps to understand how the construction of
our brain on the one hand limits us, but on the other hand,
thanks to the plasticity of the brain, enables incredible
development of cultural abilities.”

PROF. KRYSTIAN JAŻDŻEWSKI, winner of the TEAM programme

“When we discover patients have a mutation, they can
undergo much more radical therapy and monitoring. But in
patients without the mutation it may be possible to limit the
scope of therapeutic intervention, enabling them to return
to health much more quickly.”

FNP TEAM RESPONSIBLE FOR AUDIT OF IE OP PROGRAMMES
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FNP PROGRAMMES IN INNOVATIVE ECONOMY OPERATIONAL PROGRAMME
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9
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4
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8
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65
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Soft skills are a weapon of an effective researcher
Ewelina Krajczyńska: What was the main common
assumption behind the programmes carried out in the
SKILLS project?
Adam Zieliński, Deputy Director of the FNP Programme
Division: The common denominator of all the initiatives
we pursued under the banner of the SKILLS project was
support for the individual growth of researchers—and
support of a different kind than merely awarding a grant
or stipend. The project was founded on our belief that
to be an effective scientist requires not just money, but
a range of skills, from team management to the ability to
provide a clear presentation of the purpose and results
of the scientist’s own research. We have always stressed
that the complete researcher is one who not only conducts
research, but also perceives the influence the research has
on the environment and the complexity of the relation
between science and the outside world.
What effects did implementation of the SKILLS project
generate? What programmes could researchers benefit
from in the project, and what skills could they gain?

In all we had over 2,000 participants, nearly 800 of whom
had previously been winners in various other FNP competitions. We spent almost PLN 35.5 million across all activities
in the SKILLS project, i.e. training, the mentoring/coaching
programme, and prizes.
When we began in 2011, we had three or four specific ideas
for actions. Essentially we started off with a large number of training sessions. But soon we concluded that the
approach of closed training was not that effective. So we
began to award prizes so that the scientists participating in
our training could realize their ideas and thus more quickly
develop the skills we were driving at.
We also created the INTER competition to promote interdisciplinary research, and the eNgage competition to support scientists eager to speak to a broader public. Finally,
we felt that apart from researchers themselves something
also had to be done for the people responsible for distribution of public funding for research, at the National Science
Centre and the National Centre for Research and Development. Thus the concept for the Programme Officers Academy, addressed to the staff of these institutions.
We also carried out the IMPULS programme, which used
a “proof of concept” approach as a bridge between traditional training in commercialization of research results
and real action—taking the first actual steps in business.
Thanks to our support, several people positively verified
their concept, opening the way to recasting it in business.
The mentoring/coaching programme met researchers’ needs for support especially at the stage of forming
a team and achieving autonomy. Thanks to cooperation
with a recognized scientist or experienced coach, young
researchers could gain a new, objective perspective on
themselves and consciously plan and execute the next step
in their scientific career.
What were the greatest successes achieved by the winners participating in the SKILLS project?
One scientific achievement which has been discussed a lot
recently is the discovery and implementation of a new
method for diagnosing thyroid cancer. Thanks in part
to the support of Dr Anna Wójcicka in the IMPULS programme, soon a diagnostic test will appear on the market
developed by a team of scientists at the Medical University
of Warsaw, the Centre of New Technologies at the University of Warsaw, and the Maria Skłodowska-Curie Institute
of Oncology in Warsaw.

ADAM ZIELIŃSKI, Deputy Director of the FNP Programme Division
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Another notable person is Dr Anna Ogar, who took part in
training on commercialization of research results (IGNITE
and ENTERPRISERS), made available to Polish researchers
thanks to cooperation between FNP and the University of
Cambridge. Participation in this training was so inspiring
for her that after her return to Poland she founded the
company Hussartech and won a competition in an acceleration programme for Polish start-ups organized by MIT
Enterprise Forum Poland. Now she is seeking an investor
who will enable the market launch of a new material developed by Hussartech with strong germicidal and fungicidal
properties, using biologically active silver enclosed in
a mineral matrix.
A third example is Dr Filip Granek, a winner in the HOMING
PLUS programme working at EIT+ in Wrocław. At one of
our training sessions he met his future business partner,
Dr Zbigniew Rozynek. Together they founded XTPL and are
working on a groundbreaking technology they developed
for ultra-precise printing of a wide range of nano-materials with applications for production of solar cells or LCD
displays.
Does FNP plan to continue the concepts launched in the
SKILLS projects?

tically the entire research community. We want to continue it, but we will try to tie it more closely to our core
grant-making activity. We believe that if we create this connection we will be more effective. When making a grant of
PLN 2–3 million for creation of a research team, the Foundation could at the same time support the team leader in
developing skills for managing human resources.
We also want to rethink the scope of the support. One
of the main features of the SKILLS project was the great
breadth and variety it offered. That made sense at the time
we launched the project, but would not necessarily work
today. Now we would like to focus on skills connected
with science management and continue the measures
concerning recasting of research results in products and
introducing them on the market. I would also very much
like to see us support our winners by striving to accompany
them continuously in their scientific career and over the
entire implementation process—from origination of the
concept through the research phase, to market launch of
the product.
Interview with Adam Zieliński
conducted by Ewelina Krajczyńska

I should begin by saying that for a training project, SKILLS
had a huge scale and was designed to be open to prac-
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S K I L LS P R OJ E C T

NEARLY

PLN 35.5M
AMOUNT SPENT ON PROJECT

2,198
PROJECT
PARTICIPANTS
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5

R ECI P I EN TS
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4
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22
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STUDY VISITS

T RA I N I N G E VE N TS

33
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PA RT I CI PAN TS

37

4
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CO M P E TI TI O N S

53
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SKILLS
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SKILLS
INTERNSHIPS

91
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INTER

SKILLS
IMPULS

48

241

SKILLS
MENTORING
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45
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