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l. Introduction

The present document contains the principles for submitting applications and realising projects
under the Team Tech Core Facility Plus Programme, which is a grant project of the Foundation for
Polish Science (under the Team Tech name), financed from the funds of the European Regional
Development Fund under Smart Growth Operational Programme ( SG OP), Priority Axis IV: Increase
of the research and development potential, Measure 4.4: Increasing the human potential in the
R&D sector.

Should certain source documents be updated (e.g. the National Smart Specialisations document
or the Guidelines published by the Managing Authority), certain information may be subject to
changes, which, however, shall not influence the schedules nor the terms and conditions of the
competition, although it might cause slight changes in the funding agreement or in certain
appendices hereto. The Foundation shall notify the Applicants about the scope of any potential
changes on an ongoing basis.

Projects under the programme may be realised in three variants:
1 by research units to the extent to which they conduct economic activity (pursuant to the
principles of granting state aid for R&D activities),
1 byenterprises (pursuant to the principles of granting state aid for R&D activities),

1 by scientific units to the extent to which the economic activity has or will have an ancillary
character pursuant to the rules described in item 5.8 of competition documentation
(without granting state aid).

All dates specified in the Competition documentation (unless it is stated otherwise) that refer to
the obligations of applicants or grantees are dates of delivery of the documents to the FNP, not
posting dates. For terms expressed in days - a day is deemed as one calendar day. If the period
ends on a public holiday or on Saturday, then the closest subsequent business day shall be
deemed as the last day of the period.

1. Definitions of terms

For the purposes of this Documentation, the terms listed below bear the following meaning:

2.1. Industrial research - refers to planned or critical research aimed at obtaining new
knowledge or skills in order to develop new products, processes or services or to introduce
major improvements to the existing products, processes or services. It involves creating
complex system components and it may include the construction of prototypes in laboratory
environment or in an environment simulating existing systems as well as pilot lines
whenever they are necessary to conduct industrial research, and in particular to obtain
evidence for generic technologies.
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2.2.

2.3.

2.4.

2.5.

2.6.
2.7.
2.8.

2.9.

2.10.

2.11.

Project budget - financial plan of the project, including the categories of eligible costs
divided into reporting periods.

Core facility - a team of people with a unique experience and expertise in the handling of
advanced research equipment, designing services and identifying their potential customers.
Within the program only R&D works in the field of designing and developing services will be
financed (performed by the above mentioned team).

Doctoral student - a person with a status of a PhD student who participates in the project
under the supervision of project manager.

Experimental development works - refers to acquiring, combining, shaping, and applying
currently available knowledge and skills in the areas of science, technology and business as
well as other relevant knowledge or skills in order to develop new or improved products,
processes or services. They may also include, for example, any activities, whose aim is to
define, plan and document new products, processes and services.

Experimental development works do not comprise routine and periodical changes
introduced to existing products, production lines, manufacturing processes, services and
other ongoing operations, even if such changes constitute improvements.

Foundation - the Foundation for Polish Science (FNP).
Grantee - the Project Manager together with the unit, in which the project is realised.

Intermediary Authority (IA) - an entity entrusted with the realisation of tasks under a
national or regional operational programme, pursuant to an agreement or contract
concluded with the Managing Authority. For Priority Axis 4 of SG OP: The National Centre for
Research and Development.

Managing Authority (MA) - an institution or a public entity responsible for managing the
operational programme. For SG OP: the competent Minister for issues related to regional
development (pursuant to Article 9, item 1 of the implementation act).

Unit - the unit, in which the project (or part of the project) financed under the competition is
realised, meeting the requirements of the present Competition documentation. The Units
may be research units or enterprises.

Research units - units, which continuously engage in research or development works, as
defined in the Act on the Principles of Financing Science of April 30, 2010 (Journal of Laws
No. 96, item 615, pursuant to Journal of Laws of 2014, item 1620, of 2015, item 249);

a. basic organisational units of higher education institutions within the meaning of the
Charters of these institutions;

b. research units of the Polish Academy of Sciences within the meaning of the Act of 30
April 2010 on the Polish Academy of Sciences (Journal of Laws No. 96, item 619 with
further amendments 2.)

C. Research institutes, as defined in the Act of April 30, 2010 on Research Institutes
(Journal of Laws No. 96, item 618 with further amendments 3.)
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2.12.

2.13.

2.14.

2.15.

2.16.

2.17.

2.18.

2.19.

d. international scientific institutes established pursuant to separate regulations,
operating in the territory of the Republic of Poland;

e. the Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences;

f. other organisational units not listed in items a. to e., which are legal persons and have
registered offices in the Republic of Poland, including entrepreneurs with a status of a
research and knowledge-dissemination organisation pursuant to Article 2 item 83 of
the Regulation of the Commission (EU) of June 17, 2014, declaring certain categories of
aid compatible with the internal market in application of Articles 107 and 108 of the
Treaty (Official Journal of the EU of the EU L 187 of 26.6.2014, page 1).

Project manager (Principal Investigator) - applicant who realises the project financed
under the programme pursuant to the application and funding agreement.

National Smart Specialisation (NSS; PL: KIS) -a document specifying the thematic scope
subject to funding under the competition, available on the website of the competent central
government body, an institution responsible for the NSS, as well as on the Foundation
website.

Young doctor (postdoc) - a person who has held a doctoral degree for no more than 5
years. The beginning of the aforementioned period is the year of obtaining the degree and
the end is the year preceding the deadline for submitting applications in the competition for
member of the research teams financed in the Team Tech - Core Facility Plus project.

Duration of the project - a period specified in the grant agreement that is required to
realise the tasks and obtain the results specified in the application for funding, compliant
with the schedules provided in the Competition documentation.

Reporting period - the period, after which the Project Manager or the unit are obliged to
provide the financial statements or merit-based report on the project realisation. The
binding reporting periods in the Team Tech - Core Facility Plus programme are half-year
reporting periods for financial statements and one-year periods - for merit-based reports.
The grant agreement specifies the starting and ending dates of reporting periods and the
dates of submitting periodical reports.

Economic partner - an entity meeting the definition of an enterprise, involved in the
realisation of the financed project.

Research partner - a scientist or a group of scientists holding a doctoral degree and being
employed at a foreign or local unit (public or private) conducting R&D works, other than the
research unit or the enterprise at which the project or its part is carried out.

State aid - (state aid for R&D activities) - financing of R&D projects from public sources for
enterprises pursuant to the principles listed in the Regulation No. 651/2014 of the European
Commission of June 17, 2014. The legal basis for granting state aid for R&D to enterprises is
the Regulation of the Minister of Science and Higher Education of February 25,2015, on the
terms and conditions and manner of granting state aid and de minimis aid through the
National Centre for Research and Development.
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2.20.

2.21.

2.22.

2.23.

2.24.

2.25.

2.26.

2.27.

2.28.

2.29.

R&D activities - research and experimental development (R&D) comprise creative work
undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including
knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new
applications. The term R&D covers three activities: basic research (experimental or
theoretical work undertaken primarily to acquire new knowledge of the underlying
foundation of phenomena and observable facts, without any particular application or use in
view), applied research (original investigation undertaken in order to acquire new
knowledge; it is, however, directed primarily towards a specific practical aim or objective)
and experimental development (systematic work, drawing on existing knowledge gained
from research and/or practical experience, which is directed to producing new materials,
products or devices, to installing new processes, systems and services, or to improving
substantially those already produced or installed).

Project - an activity with the aim to achieve the set of planned objectives, as defined by
indicators, with a specified start and end dates of realisation, financed under the TEAM TECH
grant programme under SG OP 2014-2020.

Enterprise - an entity registered and conducting its economic activity in the territory of the
Republic of Poland, regardless of its legal status and the manner of financing such activity.

Consortium member representative - the person responsible for realising part of the
project on part of the Consortium member.

Cost Eligibility Guide - full title: Cost Eligibility Guide under Measure 4.4 of the Smart Growth
Operational Programme, appendix to the Competition documentation specifying the
catalogue of eligible and ineligible costs and the principles for incurring and settling
expenditures under the project. The Cost Eligibility Guide is available in two versions - one
for units that are not beneficiaries of state aid, the other for such beneficiaries. The second
version specifies, among others, how to calculate the funding amount and the principles of
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